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	109 
	4
	Campbell
	Move of post office from Spring St to Westfield shopping centre
Didn’t Mr Worner, the manager of property services at the council, offer to discuss the possibility of continuing at Spring Street with you?

My advice is that the council offered to renegotiate the lease with you and that you did not take up the offer
	Aust Post
	27/04/05

	110 
	4
	Campbell
	What was the value of the lease of the Spring Street premises?

What are you currently paying for the new premises at Westfield, including any incentives that Westfield might have offer you to relocate there?
	Aust Post
	27/04/05

	111 
	4-5
	Campbell
	You did not do any research with the community about the impact of moving the post office into Westfield?

Can you take on notice what that consultation comprised of and with whom or what groups you conducted consultation.
	Aust Post
	27/04/05

	112 
	5
	Campbell
	Have you received any complaints from customers or from people who cannot fine or access the post office in the new location?

Please take it on notice and, if it is not too big, give us a list. We would like at least the number of representations that have been made – and the reasons for the representations.
	Aust Post
	27/04/05

	113 
	5
	Campbell
	Can you also give us the figures on the total rentable area at Spring Street and in Westfield. 
	Aust Post
	27/04/05

	114 
	5
	Campbell
	As a matter of curiosity, which is the post office in New South Wales that pays more rent than Spring Street?

 ..and also tell us the square metre that are rented there and the amount you are paying per square metre.
	Aust Post
	27/04/05

	115 
	5-6
	Campbell
	Were inducements offered by Westfield to move into the new shopping centre?

Were you offered rent-free periods or fit-outs?

… and also take on notice when the real rental price kicks in, what that real rent into the future will be and when it is up for renegotiation.

How long is the current lease with Westfield?
	Aust Post
	27/04/05

	116 
	7
	Campbell
	Westfield Post Office
There has never been 24-hour parking access at Westfield. There may be on some occasions, but not on all occasions. But perhaps you can take that on notice and check it out. It is an issue that has been raised by businesspeople not being able to access their post-office boxes. What about the problem that has been raised by a number of tradespeople, who are not inclined to use that type of facility, that they cannot access the car park because they cannot get their vans in with the equipment on top of them-they cannot physically get into the car park?

Could you check how many complaints have been made in these areas.
	Aust Post
	27/04/05

	117 
	7-8
	Campbell
	When the post office was moved to Westfield, did you attempt to obtain an area that was at ground-floor level?

Did you seek to obtain a facility that was at ground-floor level or adjacent to the entrances at Westfield when you sought to relocate there?

Are you aware of the level of complaints you have had from persons with disabilities, concerned about their inability to access the post office?

Do they have disabled car parking adjacent to the postboxes in the car park?
	Aust Post
	27/04/05

	118 
	8
	Campbell
	Spring Street post office
Can you get me the figures for customers at Spring Street over a five-year period.
	Aust Post
	09/05/05

	119 
	11
	Conroy
	Sale of third-party products
You suggested getting that list of the in-conjunctions. Would it be possible for the committee to get the list? 
	Aust Post
	09/05/05

	120 
	11
	Conroy
	Have you approved any sale of third-party products in the stand-alones? 
	Aust Post
	28/04/05

	121 
	14-15
	Conroy
	Christmas stamps
Before Christmas there were a number of articles talking about a shortage of stamps in postal outlets  - Hughes Post Office and Erindale Post Office in Canberra.

You do not put a limit on the number of stamps that can be ordered? If a licensee wanted to order 2,000 stamps, could they do that?
	Aust Post
	27/04/05

	122 
	15-16
	Conroy
	Closure of LPOs
Which LPOs were closed and not reopened, and which LPOs were converted to community postal agency operations during 2004?

Which, if any, corporate post offices were converted to LPO operations during 2004?
	Aust Post
	21/04/05

	123 
	16
	Conroy
	LPO disputes

How many LPO disputes were there in 2004?

How many disputes were resolved, and was that an increase or decrease on the previous years?
	Aust Post
	27/04/05

	124 
	18
	Conroy
	Contractors – dispute settlement cost
Are you able to estimate the cost for Australia Post?
	Aust Post
	28/04/05

	125 
	18-19
	Conroy
	Community postal agents
Does Australia Post require a community postal agency to be open for business a minimum number of hours per day?

Without revealing which agencies do what, could you give us that range.
	Aust Post
	27/04/05

	126 
	19
	Conroy
	What is the average hourly payment for a community postal mail agent?

What postal services are provided by community agents? If there is a menu of things, could you provide that on notice.
	Aust Post
	27/04/05

	127 
	20
	Webber
	Woodvale – collection point
Although the newsagent actually has the counter, sells the stamps and what have, it does not seem to have ever accepted responsibility for looking after the letters.

(Mr McCloskey - we will investigate the local circumstances and see what the future plan is.)
	Aust Post
	27/04/05

	128 
	22
	Johnston
	Radio-controlled plant and equipment
In terms of manufacture, how many inspectors do we have out in the fields to ensure that people who are manufacturing anything that is remotely controlled are complying with the law?
	ACA
	13/04/05

	129 
	22
	Johnston
	I want to know how often the audit program is conducted. I would also like to know how many-I do not want the names of the people-manufacturers the audit program looks at. If there is a group of recommendations form the audit program, I would be please to know what the upshot of the result of the audit is with respect to these devices.
	ACA
	13/04/05

	130 
	36
	Conroy
	Mass service disruptions
Have the ACA ever rejected a MSD claim by Telstra?

How long ago was that?

Could we get the details of that?
	ACA
	21/04/05

	131 
	42
	McLucas
	Pallarenda land sale

I will not ask you what the amount of the contract is, because I think that is inappropriate. But, come Thursday, when and if the contract is settled, can you provide the committee with the name of the purchaser and the amount of the purchase price?
	ACA
	28/04/05

	132 
	Tabled
	McLucas
	Pallarenda land sale
1. What steps were taken to identify whether there were grounds for either a priority sale of the Pallarenda land, or a concessional sale?

2. Who was involved in that process, and who directed it?

3. Is there a prescribed process laid down for identifying whether these grounds might or might not apply to any land sale?

4. What were the grounds for finding that a priority or concessional sale was not applicable?

5. At what point did the ACA formally opt for a private tender sales process?

6. On whose advice did the ACA decide on this process ahead of other possible processes?

7. Who ultimately made the decision that the ACA should opt for a private tender?
	ACA
	28/04/05

	133 
	Tabled
	McLucas
	1. Please provide a chronology of any internal electronic, written, and verbal correspondence the ACA may have had with the Ministry and Minister(s) and the tenderers, in relation to the sale of the land, and this finding.

2. Mr Loney told the committee that there was no ground for Ministerial intervention, yet the acting chairman, Dr Bob Horton, told the committee that “we wrote to the Minister and informed her of what was happening and gave her the opportunity to intervene if she felt it was appropriate.

3. Please provide the letter in which the ACA advised Minister Coonan that she had an opportunity to intervene. On what ground did the ACA consider that the Minister had an opportunity to intervene?

4. Why, in light of the controversy over the first sale of Pallarenda land in 1982 and the intervention of the former Prime Minister to ensure that the land was sold at a concessional price to the State Government for a conservation park, did you not consult the State Government?

5. Did any ACA officer ever communicate electronically, in writing or verbally, with any State Government representative, including officials of the Environment Protection Agency, about this matter?
	ACA
	28/04/05

	134 
	Tabled
	McLucas
	1. Did Mr Mark Loney or any other ACA officer ever advise any State Government representative to submit an open-sum or zero-sum tender (i.e. a tender that does not specify a dollar amount)

2. Did Mr Loney or any other ACA officer ever advise any State Government representative that on this basis the ACA or the Federal Government could commence formal negotiations with the EPA following the closure of the tender process?

3. Whose decision was it to go ahead with these discussions?

4. Who authorised these discussions?

5. Did Mr Loney or any other ACA officer have any contact, direct or indirect, with the office of the responsible Minister, or indeed the Minister herself, or any other Minister or a Federal Government department regarding these discussions or their subject?
	ACA
	28/04/05

	135 
	Tabled
	McLucas
	1. The Commonwealth policy on the disposal of land states that all other priority sales including those in the above categories which have a potential political or social sensitivity, heritage or environmental significance, or which are likely to arouse State or local Government or community protest, require the personal approval of the Minister for Finance and Administration

2. Did the appropriate Minister personally approve the sale by private tender option?

3. Please provide details of the process by which this occurred.

4. The Commonwealth policy also states that a priority/concessional sale is allowed where sale to a local or state government would facilitate other Commonwealth or co-operative policy initiatives.

5. Does the ACA agree that the protection of the high environmental values of the land offered by the priority/concessional purchase of the land by Queensland for a conservation park would indeed facilitate the Commonwealth’s own environmental policy objectives?

6. Did the ACA take advice, legal or otherwise, on this possibility?
	ACA
	28/04/05

	136 
	Tabled
	McLucas
	1. Please provide the name of the purchaser and the price paid.

2. Please provide copies of any correspondence, and details of any other contact, between the purchaser, the ACA and the Ministry and the Minister.

3. The ACA stated that it does not regularly dispose of land – that this was an unusual event. Given this, why did you not provide advice to the Minister beginning with the decision to dispose of the land and continuing through every step of the process, especially when it was clearly and obviously a highly contentious public and political issue?

4. Where will the proceeds from the sale go – consolidated revenue, the ACA, or somewhere else?
	ACA
	28/04/05

	137 
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Smart numbers
1. The smart number auction system for freecall numbers that spell a word or business name commenced in 2004. Since that time a secondary market in these numbers has arisen. Did the Government contemplate that such market would develop?

2. Is it the Government's priority to maximise revenue to the Commonwealth from the sale of these numbers?

3. Does the scheme contain any safeguards, aside from those that apply to registered charities, to ensure that the numbers go to a entity with a connection to the name spelt by the numbers?

4. Is there any system of registration for traders in smart numbers?

5. Has the government considered proposals similar to the system that was introduced to deal with the problem of cyber squatting of internet domain names, so  that entities with a connection to a particular number would be able to challenge the right of traders to the number? 
6. What is the government's view of such proposals?
	ACA
	21/04/05

	138 
	Tabled
	Conroy
	VOIP
1. At this stage does the ACA believe that major regulatory changes will be required to deal with the emergence of VOIP?

2.
How are VOIP services being regulated overseas? Does the ACA believe that there are any lessons that can be learnt from other jurisdictions?

3.
When does the ACA expect to complete its report?
	ACA
	21/04/05

	139 
	Tabled
	Harradine
	Access by children to adult content
1. I note that there are various reviews and ministerial directions in relation to children accessing adult content using a mobile telephone. The simple question is, are children still at risk? Have you stopped the risk?

2. I note that “Telstra has advised the Government that where adult audiovisual services are provided on 190 premium rate services without access controls, it will act to block those services. Telstra has also advised that it has taken such action in the past.”  Are other mobile telephone carriers also interested in protecting children? Have they provided the same assurances as Telstra? If so, who are these carriers?

3.  I note that the Hutchinson 3 network currently offers adult content. What practical barriers are in place to ensure that children do not get access to this content?
	ACA
	20/04/05

	140 
	49
	Lundy
	HiBIS
How many providers are registered with HiBIS?

Can you provide the committee with a full list and the amount of money allocated against each provider to date?
	Tel
	13/04/05

	141 
	50
	Lundy
	Last week the minister said there were 5,700 HiBIS customers.

What proportion of those numbers are ADSL, satellite or cable?
	Tel
	13/04/05

	142 
	50
	Lundy
	How many people have Telstra connected out of the 5,700 figure?

(Ms McNally – About 3,700).

I am looking for a breakdown of those numbers between cable and satellite but also across all of the providers as well.
	Tel
	13/04/05

	143 
	50-51
	Lundy
	Broadband prices in regional Australia
Is the Department monitoring broadband prices in regional Australia?

Can you provide that information to the Committee?
	Tel
	13/04/05

	144 
	51
	Lundy
	HiBIS
How much money has been spent on advertising the HiBIS scheme?
	Tel
	13/04/05

	145 
	55
	Lundy
	Could I also place on notice a breakdown of HiBIS money spent by federal electorate boundaries.
	Tel
	13/04/05

	146 
	53
	Lundy
	Senator LUNDY—My recollection is that the national broadband strategy was originally some $130

million-odd. Can you take on notice what the expenditure will be on the remainder of the initiatives and which

department or agency she has managed to scrape it up from to make up $300 million?

Ms Williams—Senator Lundy, we could give you an easy break-up of the total amount and also how it is

brought together in the broadband strategy.
	IE
	13/04/05

	147 
	Tabled
	Allison
	Telecommunications Competition Policy
The government’s Telecommunications policy is based on two major platforms:

· Increase competition of services utilising Telstra’s network

· Increase independent infrastructure competition

According to most official reports (ACCC, Productivity Commission, Competition Council, Senate Inquiries) there are major problems in both areas, which are well documented. What has gone wrong and what is the Department doing to rectify this situation? Does the Department believe that the current Telecommunications Act provides sufficient powers to ensure competition occurs? If the Department believes that current powers of regulators are adequate, can the Department state what it believes the reason are for the deplorable state of Telecommunications competition in Australia as outlined by ACCC, productivity commission and senate inquiries? 
	Tel
	13/04/05

	148 
	Tabled
	Allison
	Broadband

Around the world broadband telecommunications is seen as a key economic and social driver, why is Australia continuously lagging behind its trading partners (as stated in many of reports on broadband)? Is the Department working on policies to improve the situation? Can you outline what the policies are?
	Tel
	16/05/05

	149 
	Tabled
	Allison
	Regional Broadband
Increasingly regional broadband is seen as a national infrastructure issue and not as a Telecommunications issue. As a result of this most governments are taking a leadership role in the development of regional broadband infrastructure. For example both the US and UK have recently committed billions of dollars in broadband rollout. Does the Department see it needs to play more of a leading role here? Projects such as HiBIS, while successful, are only addressing a fraction of the $5 billion shortfall that is needed over the next 10-15 years to bring regional telecommunications infrastructure up to scratch. What is the government’s long term commitment to regional telecoms infrastructure after the inevitable full sale of Telstra, when Telstra has less public interest obligations on it? What tangible guarantees are in place to see this $5 billion investment eventuated over that period? 
	Tel
	21/04/05

	150 
	Tabled
	Allison
	The government says it is committed to bring Australia ‘up to scratch’ . Does the Department have a definition for ‘up to scratch’? If not is it working on quantifiable measures for these policies and could it indicate along what lines they will be?
	Tel
	21/04/05

	151 
	Tabled
	Allison
	Universal Service Obligation
Is the Department reviewing the Universal Services Obligation (USO) and is it considering introducing a new regime that will allow for a more innovative approach towards new technologies and new players? Will HiBIS be extended and become an integral part of the USO?
	Tel
	21/04/05

	152 
	Tabled
	Allison
	Accounting separation

The ACCC has several times indicated that the current Accounting Separation Rules are not working. Is the Department working on a new policy here, aimed to make these rules providing better outcomes regarding a more transparent separation system between Telstra’s wholesale and retail businesses? 

Telstra has indicated it will internally provide more separation between these two organisations. Is the ACCC involved in this project if not could the Department suggest to Telstra to work closely together with the ACCC on this issue?
	Tel
	21/04/05

	153 
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Telstra Future Regulatory Regime

1. The Minister has stated that she has asked the ACCC and DCITA for advice on the regulatory regime and the adequacy of the Consumer Service Guarantee before the Telstra privatisation proceeds. When is this work expected to be completed?

2. Will these reports be made public?

3. In recent times we have had the ACCC, Productivity Commission and the OECD all making the point that the existing regulatory arrangements are not adequate to deal with a privatised Telstra

· Does the Government accept this proposition?

4. The ACCC has recently expressed its disappointment with the accounting separation reforms that were introduced in 2002. The ACCC recently stated that:

"the highly aggregated nature of the reports provided by Telstra under the regime may serve to mask specific instances of anti-competitive conduct."

The Commission went on to comment that it had "relied on the existing accounting separation arrangements only to a very limited extent".

· Does the Government share the Commission's disappointment with the accounting separation regime?
	Tel
	21/04/05

	154 
	Tabled
	Conroy
	OECD Report
1. Did  DCITA see the recent telecommunications OECD report before it was released?

2. If so did the Department suggest any changes?

3. Were these taken up? What were they?
	Tel
	21/04/05

	155 
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Local Presence Plan

1. There has recently been talk about a local presence plan being ‘negotiated’ between Telstra and the DCITA. Can the Department confirm this?

2. Has the Government engaged in any community consultation on the features of the plan?

3. When is this local presence plan expected to be released? 

4. Is any legislative change required to give it effect to the plan or is it simply a licence condition on Telstra?
	Tel
	21/04/05

	156 
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Telstra Price Control Arrangements

1. Can the Minister confirm that she has received the ACCC’s final report on a new price control regime for Telstra?

2. Has the Government consulted with Telstra about its response to the report?

3. Will the Government be assessing the effect of the ACCC’s proposed regime on Telstra’s revenue and share price?
	Tel
	21/04/05

	157 
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Estens Inquiry

1. The Government received the report of the Estens inquiry [Regional Telecommunications Inquiry] in 2002. Has the Government fully implemented all the recommendations yet?

2. What matters remain outstanding? When are they expected to be implemented?

3. Does the Government intend to audit the implementation of the Estens inquiry?

4. Who will conduct the audit?
	Tel
	21/04/05

	158 
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Ministerial Rural Tour

I understand that the Minister has a program of visits planned to rural and regional Australia to listen to what people are saying about telecommunication services. How many towns does the Minister plan to visit? Which ones? Can the Department make a copy of the itinerary available to the Committee?
	Tel
	13/04/05

	159 
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Page Research Centre

Has the Department examined any proposals relating to telecommunications developed by the Page Research Centre?
	Tel
	21/04/05

	160 
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Postal Deregulation

1. The OECD recently called on the Government to look at increasing competition in postal services. Is the Government currently considering any legislative changes in this area?

2. In 2000 the Government introduced legislation [Postal Services Legislation Amendment Bill 2000] aimed at reducing the scope of Australia Post's reserved services. This Bill was later withdrawn. Does the Government plan to make any changes to Australia Post's reserved services during this Parliament?

3. Will the Government be making any offers in relation to postal services in the current DOHA round of the WTO?
	Tel
	09/05/05

	161 
	Tabled
	Conroy
	IT industry

1.
Is the Minister aware of the current controversy in the Australian IT industry concerning the use of temporary foreign IT workers on category 457 visas at the expense of Australia workers?
2.
What steps has the Minister taken to address these concerns? 
3.
Have you been involved in correspondence with DIMA on this issue? 
4.
What has been the outcome of this correspondence? 
	ICT IP
	16/05/05

	162 
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Commonwealth Building on IT Strengths Incubator program. 
1.
The BITS program has been criticised for quite some time as being ‘fundamentally flawed’ (quote from Chris Golis, venture capitalist in Australian IT, 8/6/2004) because it has allowed incubators to absorb significant proportions of government funding earmarked for start-ups in ‘management fees’. What percentage of taxpayer funds allocated for IT start-ups have actually made it into the bank accounts of these start-ups and what percentage has been dissipated in ‘management fees’?

2.
Given that some commentators have stated that most Australian venture capital funds generally operate on a management fee ratio of 2%, why have these incubators been allowed to absorb so much money?

3.
Is the aim of BITS to provide start-ups with capital or with advice?

4.
Shouldn’t these functions have been separated? By combining these functions, don’t you create a situation in which start-ups participating in the program can be coerced to obtain management services from incubators at a cost under the threat of expulsion from the program and the change to obtain further capital if they don’t play ball?

5.
Doesn’t combining these functions limit the incentives of the incubator to minimise the ‘management fees’ paid by its start ups? 

6.
These are of course long standing concerns with the administration of the BITS program. However, a recent example of the poor administration of this scheme has come to light with respect to the final tranche of funding provided to Original IT Investments, a Northern Territory incubator. Has the Department engaged in any correspondence with Original IT Investments regarding the disbursement of its final $400,000 tranche of BITS funding?

7.
What percentage of this final tranche of funding reached start-ups participating in the program in the Northern Territory?

8.
What percentage of this final tranche of funding was spent on the on-going operating expenses of Original IT Investments?

9.
Given that Original IT Investments was one of only two incubators not to receive funding as part of the 3 year extension of the BITS program, is it the case that the Department had formed the view that Original IT Investments was not performing as an incubator?

10.
Does Original IT Investments’ failure to obtain funding under the extension indicate that the Department considers that it is not worthwhile for the government to continue to fund the operations of this incubator?

11.
What % of the final tranche of funding provided to Original IT Investments did not reach the pockets of IT Start-ups because it was used for the ongoing operating expenses of this non-performing incubator?

12.
What remedies will the Department be pursuing against Original IT Investments in relation to this funding?

13.
What measures will the Department now put in place to ensure that such mis-administration does not occur again in the future? 
	ICT IP
	13/04/05

	163 
	60
	Carr
	Tony Manaity

What is the range of work that he did?
	Australia Council
	14/04/05

	164 
	66
	Carr
	Financial liability

So, specifically on the question of financial liability, do you have any separate work done?

Dr Brown-Watt – Yes. The small to medium study and the Roberts report on the theatre sector would be the main ones and the David Fishel review on the dance sector.

Senator Carr  - Can I have those?
	Australia Council
	20/04/05

	165 
	68
	Carr
	Videogame - Escape from Woomera

Senator Carr -   Programs such as the videogame Escape from Woomera have met with some criticism from within the government, have they not?

Ms Bott – I would have to take that on notice in terms of any correspondence we had. I would say on that that we often have commentary from government and others on many of the projects from all sorts of boards. I would be happy to take that on notice.
	Australia Council
	20/04/05

	166 
	70
	Carr
	I spoke of research. You said you had done some studies on financial viability and you mentioned a published report. Are there any unpublished assessments on financial viability? [of arts organizations]…….Could I have a copy of any unpublished research on the financial viability of the sector.?
	Australia Council
	14/04/05

	167 
	72
	Carr
	Footscray Community Arts Centre

Can you tell me why the Footscray Community Arts Centre has had its funding cut by two-thirds?
	Australia Council
	15/04/05

	168 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	Australia Council

1. What is the Council's strategy for securing more core funding from the Commonwealth to apply to core arts activities -- i.e to the ongoing activities of arts companies and individual artists, especially in the small to medium sector? 

2. The Council has announced an objective of serving as a 'catalyst' in securing funding from state and local government and possibly other sources, especially from entities that do not normally fund the arts. What strategies will it apply? How does the restructure suggest and facilitate the implementation of these strategies? 

3. The Council document notes that it has only weak links to local government. The existing links have been built over decades by the CCDB. With the dissolution of the CCDB, by what mechanism will the Council continue and build on the existing links? 

4. The Australia Council document states in a number of places that the Council will lead, manage or drive arts activity. Does the Council believe that this is a role for a government authority, or rather for artists and arts organisations?

5. Does the Council envisage itself as 'leading' the arts sector, or working in partnership with it? 

6. Has the Council assessed the possible negative consequences of the dissolution of the CCDB and MAB? If so, what are they and how will they be exceeded by the positive consequences? 

7. The termination of two Boards means that arts representation on the Council is reduced and "community representation" is increased. Has this change been made in order to address some dysfunction in the operation of the Council itself? 

8. Since the fields of community cultural development and new media arts will no longer have expert representation on the Council, nor a vote, how can the Council guarantee for itself that it can act competently and with foresight in these areas? If the Council believes it needs 'community representation' in some specific areas of expertise, how will it manage without similar expert representation from CCD and NMA? 

9. How does the Council plan to balance support for the artistic heritage and encouragement of innovation and risktaking? Without a New Media Arts Board, how will it ensure that it is abreast of innovation in digital creation and delivery of arts? 

10. Does the Council envisage a role for itself as a public advocate for the arts? Is it willing to become a vigorous and persuasive advocate for more Commonwealth funding? What will it do to place cultural development and funding squarely on the public agenda? Can it give examples of the types of issue in which it might take an advocacy role? 

11. The list of Council achievements cited at the beginning of its PowerPoint presentation seem to focus on marketing and recognition of the arts and arts management rather than arts achievement per se. Does the Council believe that securing an audience is more important than producing the best art? Does the Council believe that its primary role is to grow the arts audience? Does the Council believe that art must be tailored for an audience? 

12. The Council states that it wishes major performing arts companies to form stronger links with the community? What exactly does it envisage? In what ways are these links weak? If the Council is adding to the responsibilities of these companies, many of which are financially marginal, will it provide additional funding? Would this be the best use of additional available funds, or would they be better used in supporting the small to medium sector? 

13. The Council believes that the restructure will give it greater "flexibility" by increasing the funds available for special Council-controlled initiatives. However, an increase to these central funds can be achieved only by a decrease in other funds including Board funds. Why and how will this produce a net benefit for the arts? 

14. Government arts funding at both state and national levels seems increasingly directed to government-defined projects rather than to core support. As we know, this creates increasing difficulties for the continuation of core arts activities. The Council's proposed  Council-funded and controlled special initiatives further expand this project funding and reduce available funds for core activities. Does the Council intend to maintain this strategy into the future and if so, how will it address the problem of reducing core funding and the shrinkage of the greater part of the arts sector which is not involved in its, or governments', special initiatives? 

15. Some of the proposed restructuring appears to curtail artistic peer assessment and decision making? What benefit will this confer? 

16. The restructuring will reduce the number of Council staff involved in research. Will it also reduce the research budget or the amount of research being conducted? If it will reduce Council-funded research, does the Council have a plan for research to be funded and/or conducted under other auspices? 

17. One of the difficulties in the current funding structure is that service organisations are assessed and funded by the same people, processes and criteria as is artistic production. Will the Key Organisations proposal address this problem and if so, how? 

18. Does the centre column of the New Values Proposition chart characterise the Council as it sees itself pre-restructure? 

19. In that chart, the staff, by implication, is a 'solid bureaucracy'. But fragments of its vision are cited in support of the restructure. To what extent were the views cited here representative of overall staff opinion rather than selected as supportive of the restructure? 
20. How does the new structure 'pull together both artform and art value chain dimensions'? What actually does this phrase mean? 
	Australia Council
	04/05/05

	169 
	83
	Carr
	Australian Film Commission

How many people are employed in the film industry now; do you have that figure?
	AFC
	15/04/05

	170 
	Tabled
	Carr
	Attached is a series of 26 resolutions passed by a conference convened by the Australian Society of Archivists in July last year.

Could the AFC please provide its opinion, or position, in detail, on each of these resolutions?

[NB: The resolutions are in the separate pdf document]

Hard copy attached.
	AFC
	15/04/05 + 1 attach't

	171 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	Does the Australian Film Commission have any statistics which are more recent than those published in the National Survey of feature film and TV drama Production 2003/04?

If so, why have those results not been published?
	AFC
	15/04/05

	172 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	1. Does the AFC have figures relating to the broadcast hours of drama by the Australian Broadcasting Association? 
2. Could the AFC please provide details of the number of broadcast hours of drama on the ABC since 1996/97?
	AFC
	17/05/05

	173 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	1. Is the AFC’s opinion that things have improved or worsened in the Australian Film and Television industry in terms of production?

2. Can the AFC make any predictions about the state of the industry for the upcoming year? 
3. Has the AFC made any formal requests for additional funding for the upcoming budget given the dire state of the industry? 
	AFC
	21/04/05

	174 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	Election Commitment

Given the Coalitions election Commitment

Australian Film Commission Funding for development of better Australian scripts, support slate of low budget, first time feature films for short film makers and look to increase co-production opportunities.

Cost:  $2.5 million in current financial year, and $5 million per annum for thee years from 1 July 2005 (total $24.4 million) and:

Funding for Screensound –

Cost: $2.3 million each year over three years from 1 July 2005 

Has the AFC received the $2.5 million funding for the current financial year? 
	AFC
	15/04/05

	175 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	How does the Australian Film Commission plan to fulfil its charters given the decline in the production of Australian film and television? 
	AFC
	15/04/05

	176 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	Given the decrease in drama production hours broadcast on the ABC – does the AFC believe that additional funding for the ABC is needed? 
	AFC
	15/04/05

	177 
	85/86
	Carr
	Employment contract - NAA

….Is it true that there were clauses deleted from the contract which actually protected the Archives?.....The relevant employee that was subject to the prosecution deleted those clauses – is that true?......If the claim I am making is correct, when was it noticed that there had been clauses deleted from the standard contract?....Was this in the annual report?......Can you confirm for me the reference in the annual report to the original consultancy?
	NAA
	08/04/05

	178 
	90
	Carr
	Employment of Mr Begg

When did his employment being?.....What is the value of the contract?
	NGA
	08/04/05

	179 
	91
	Carr
	Mr Begg

Will you be able to explain to me what Mr Begg’s duties are what he was paid for the period covered by the annual report?
	NGA
	08/04/05

	180 
	94
	Lundy
	Health Services Australia report

… can you provide the committee with copies of any reports done by [Health Services Australia] HAS in relation to illness at the National Gallery.

Mr Froud – There is one report. That is the report dated 8 March. I will happily provide a copy of that report to you.
	NGA
	13/04/05 + 2 attach'ts

	181 
	95
	Lundy
	Communication with Comcare

Could you take it on notice to provide the committee with the communication [to Comcare] on that specific matter?
	NGA
	13/04/05

	182 
	95
	Lundy
	Staff illness

In relation to staff illness at the National Gallery, I understand that, between July 2001 and December 2001, the security department alone reported 54 days of leave, which is a lot of leave. Was that information provided to Mr Wray?
	NGA
	08/04/05

	183 
	96
	Lundy
	Efficiency dividend

What is that [1.25 percent] in dollar figures?.....If you could take that on notice, as well as whether it is likely to have any impact on jobs within the department.
	Finance & Budgets
	13/04/05

	184 
	Tabled
	Carr
	Resale Royalty Scheme

1. What progress has been made in developing this scheme?

2. Who is doing the work?

3. Have any consultancies been let for this purpose?

If so, what are they, what are they worth and what is the purpose of them?

4. What consultation has there been with artists, buyers and the broader community?

5. When is the scheme scheduled to be implemented?
	Arts and Sport
	09/05/05

	185 
	Tabled
	Carr
	Arts Funding for Major Companies

1. The Australia Council has claimed that their financial troubles, as well as those of major arts companies, is the result of a flawed funding model.

They say that the "Government funding model is unsustainable…" Do you agree with their analysis?

2. They also argue that this flawed model is exacerbated by the application of only partial indexation. Is that correct?

3. Have these questions been formally raised with the department by either the Australia Council, major arts organisations or their representatives?

4. On how many occasions?

5. Has the department ever received formal or informal requests for supplementary funding from such organisations?

6. Has the department commissioned, or undertaken itself, any research or analysis of any description into the current funding model, its sustainability or otherwise, and the capacity of arts organisations to meet financial or budgetary targets?

7. Has the department commissioned or undertaken any research or analysis on the sustainability of major arts companies, since the work undertaken by the Nugent Inquiry?

8. Please identify any published reports or research, and please provide copies of any unpublished material relevant to these questions.

9. What is the current indexation rates applied to grants such as these?

10. Is it the same for all grant recipients?

11. When the effect of efficiency savings is taken into account, what has been the effective rate of increase for these grants over the past three years?

12. Can you please provide a table showing the value of each grant to major arts organisations, the rate (and value) of indexation, the effect of efficiency savings and the real value of grant increases on an annual basis for the past three years?
	Arts and Sport
	04/05/05 + 3 attach'ts

	186 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	Digital Content

The Broadband Production Initiative administered by the AFC is a Commonwealth program to underwrite the production of new content for broadband. It represents a commitment of $2.1 million over three years and now has a year to run.

1. What is the Government planning to do to address the issues of content development in the new digital environment?
	Arts and Sport
	20/04/05

	187 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	Private Investment

Note that  the National Survey of Feature Film and TV Drama Production 2003/04) states:
"Investment from private sources dropped again this year to $10.1 million, compared to $21.3m the previous year and $28.9 million in 2001/02 (the final year of the FLIC)"
1. What is the Howard Government doing to attract private investment back to the sector? Does the Howard Government plan to honour its election commitment to FLIC Scheme? (Film Licensed Investment Company)?

2. When does the Howard Government plan to implement the new FLIC scheme?

3. I note that the initial FLIC scheme was a pilot program – which the Government reviewed – are their any reports or recommendations stemming from that review of the pilot that the Committee can be provided with?

4. With the renewed FLICS scheme, what does the Government propose to change, or improve to ensure that it works? Is the Government considering enhancing the model that has been operating for the past 6-8 years, or developing a new one?
5. Does the Howard Government intend to give a commitment beyond the 2 years which is committed do in the 2004 election policy?
	Arts and Sport
	08/04/05

	188 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	Review of Tax Concession Schemes

1. What is the status of the reviews of 10B and 10A of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936 announced in the Coalitions 2004 election policy for the Film and Television Sector.

2. What discussions with industry have taken place on the review of these provisions? Does the Government plan to conduct consultations with the industry?

3. Is there a schedule for any such consultations? Who would be consulted? Please provide any details about consultation and terms of the review.
	Arts and Sport
	08/04/05

	189 
	Tabled
	Carr
	Crocadoo

Can you confirm that the answers to a number of questions put on notice dealing with the "Crocadoo" children's animation series were finally sent to the committee late on Friday 11th February, more than eight months after the department received them?

1. Why the inordinate delay?

2. On what date did the department complete compiling answers to these questions?

3. On what date were these answers sent to the Minister's office?

4. Are the answers provided initially by the department largely the answers that have now been provided?

5. How extensively have they been reworked?

6. Has the department had any discussions with the Minister or his office about these answers since they were originally provided to him?

7. Who wrote the omnibus answer to questions 217-238?

8. When it says "the Minister is advised that the FFC has operated in accordance with its guidelines…" can you advise me who advised the Minister in those terms?

9. The reply also claims that "on the basis of the information provided to date to the Minister and the FFC, neither the Minister nor the FFC are in a position to determine whether a fraud has been committed…"

Is the department satisfied that the Minister has seen all the evidence that has been supplied to the FFC and to his office?

10. In the interests of establishing the truth and finalising this long running issue, will the, Department undertake to meet those with evidence pertinent to this matter?

11. Can you confirm that that an officer with the department, Ms Lyn Bean, was supplied with an excerpt of an email written on 13 February 2003 by a lawyer at KPMG in which he stated that both the Minister and the FFC were fully satisfied with the account of the Crocadoo dispute provided to the FFC by his clients?

12. When did she receive this email?

13. What action did she take on receiving this email?

14. Do you believe that it is appropriate for a third party to represent the views of the Minister on this matter?

15. Did Ms Bean contact KPMG to explain their claim?

16. When?

17. In what form did KPMG respond?

18. Can you provide copies of these additional responses?

19. Are you satisfied with the accuracy of the original advice and any subsequent information from this source?

20. Was this matter discussed with the Minister?

When, and on how many occasions?

21. Is it the case, as claimed in this email, that the Minister has been satisfied by this explanation?

22. Has additional information sought?

23. If so, what information was sought, and from whom?
	Arts and Sport
	20/04/05

	190 
	Tabled
	Carr
	National School of Indigenous Art

1. What progress has been made on this election promise?

2. Who is managing the process/

3. Is planning being undertaken within the department, or is it being done through consultancies?

If the latter, please provide details of these consultancies?

4. When is this project scheduled to be completed?

5. What is the estimated budget for the project?

6. What public or community consultation on the project is planned?

Please provide details.
	Arts and Sport
	15/04/05

	191 
	Tabled
	Carr
	Dr Brian Kennedy

1. A press release from Minister Coonan on 26th October 2004 indicates that Dr Brian Kennedy may be involved in a research project into regional cultural support.

Can you confirm that this is the case?

If so, what are the terms of reference for this project?

2. Who initially recommended that this project be undertaken?

3. What is the extent of Dr Kennedy's involvement?

4. Is there a brief for his work?

5. What is the projected cost of this research project?

6. How much is Dr Kennedy to be paid?

7. How is this project progressing?

8. When will the project be completed?

9. Will there be a formal report?

10  Will the results of this project be publicly released?
	Arts and Sport
	17/05/05

	192 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	1. When did the Department adopt alterations to Output 2.1 that it would now administer financial support for the development of sporting facilities approved by the Australia Government? 
2. What consultation took place with the Minister prior to this change being made?  

3. Was a discussion paper, or explanatory document, prepared? If yes, when was the document prepared and can a copy be provided to the Committee?

4. Was a public announcement made about changes to Output 2.1, if so, what was this announcement, when did this take place and who made the announcement? If not why did this not take place? 
	Arts & Sport
	08/04/05

	193 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	1. What was the full amount appropriated from Consolidated Revenue as a consequence of alterations to Output 2.1?

2. What was the Total Price of Outputs for sporting facilities that affected output 2.1? 
	Arts and Sport
	08/04/05

	194 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	1. What strategic plans has the Department developed against which funding requests such as this can be assessed to determine their national or regional importance? 
2. Are there departmental guidelines or processes to apply for the funding? Do these conform to guidelines set out by the Auditor General for the expenditure by government?

3. What are these processes or guidelines and when did they come into affect?

(a)  Is there an application form, and where can it be obtained from?(

(b)  To whom are applications or submissions sent in the Department and what is their role and title?

(c)  Are there procedures undertaken by the Department to investigate the viability of the project?

(d)  Are risk assessment guidelines followed during consideration of applications? 

4. What formal assessment would alternate projects need to reach to be considered eligible for funding?
	Arts and Sport
	08/04/05

	195 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	1. How many requests were made by non-government members and senators for funding under Output 2.1? Please provide details of the requests and what the projects were for.

2. How many requests were made by candidates in the 2004 election for the House of Representatives and the Senate? Please provide a break down by political party, who they were, and details of the requests and what the projects were for.
	Arts and Sport
	08/04/05

	196 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	1. What were the projects funded under output 2.1? Please provide a breakdown by Federal Electorate and percentage of grants funded by state?

2. What provisions have been made in the forward estimates for expenditure on sport facilities as part of Output 2.1?
	Arts and Sport
	15/04/05

	197 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	1. Were the following projects funded by output 2.1?

· Whitten Oval redevelopment - contribution

· Penrith Stadium upgrade - contribution

· Kardinia Park redevelopment - contribution

· Strengthening Tasmania - Launceston Regional Sport and Recreation Centre

· Strengthening Tasmania – Kingsborough Sports Centre

· Strengthening Tasmania – Winnaleah Swimming Pools

· Strengthening Tasmania - Bridport Bowls Club

· Strengthening Tasmania – Youngtown Community and Sports Complex

· Strengthening Tasmania - North Esk Rowing Club

· Strengthening Tasmania - Devonport/Burnie facilities
2. What precisely is the grant for?

3. When was the project first sent to the Department for consideration of expenditure under output 2.1?

4. Under what Departmental processes or guidelines was funding approved for this project?

5. What strategic plans were considered or reviewed as part of the decision making associated with this project?

6. Who approved the project and when did they sign approval for the project? 

7. Did the Minister sign off on the project and on what date did he do this?

8. Who first approached the Department regarding this project and on what date was this contact made?

9. When was a submission for funding actually lodged?

10. What assessment of the project was undertaken by Departmental officers and what recommendations did they make?

11. How long did the full process of assessing the application take before a decision to provide funding was made?

12. Who announced the successful granting of this application and when did they announce it? 

13. What is the acquittal process of the Department for this project, and has this been undertaken?

14. What level of contribution is required from other parties towards this project and who are they?

15. What documentation is available to confirm this funding is available?
	Arts and Sport
	08/04/05

	198 
	98
	Lundy
	Active After-schools Communities Program

So how many [regional coordinators] are in Queensland, New South Wales, South Australia and so forth?
	ASC
	08/04/05

	199 
	98
	Lundy
	Can you take on notice the details about the office space – where it is, the rent that is being paid and who it is being paid to?
	ASC
	14/04/05 + 1 attach't

	200 
	99
	Lundy
	Could you take that on notice to provide the detail, including all of their employment conditions – the value of that and the totals of costs associated with the employment of those people [regional coordinators].
	ASC
	13/04/05 + 1 attach't

	201 
	99


	Lundy
	How many schools and registered after-school care providers have actually registered an interest in the program?....Can you provide a list to the committee and also the location in a state-by-state breakdown?
	ASC
	13/04/05 + 1 attach't

	202 
	102
	Lundy
	Targeted Sports Participation Growth Program

Are you able to provide to the committee with the base level figures and their results, having participated in targeted sports?.....I am sure you are measuring this as well, but also provide in those numbers the separation between junior members and adult participants. ….Just those in targeted sports.
	ASC
	13/04/05

	203 
	102
	Lundy
	Can you also provide the committee with the target figures that were set by the commission when the original agreements were put in place?
	ASC
	13/04/05

	204 
	102
	Lundy
	Can you provide the details of the name of the sponsor, the duration of the sponsorship and the amount associated with each sport?
	ASC
	14/04/05

	205 
	103
	Lundy
	AIS Scholarship Agreements

Could you take on notice for both of those – with respect to the agreement, or the contract terms and a copy of the procedures then they are available- to make sure copies are provided to the committee.
	ASC
	14/04/05

	206 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	Active After-School Communities

1. How many effective full time staff positions in addition to the State and Territory and Regional have been added to the staff complement of the ASC to run this program? How much has this cost the ASC?
	ASC
	15/04/05

	207 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	Active After-School Communities

What additional financial resources is the ASC putting into this program from its own resources, and where are these resources coming from? In particular what specific programs have had their funding transferred to fund the AASC?
	ASC
	20/05/05

	208 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	Targeted Sports Participation Growth Program

How are participation rates measured under this program? 

a). Is participation measured by way of a count of spectators attending events or games organised by each of the 21 NSO’s involved?

b). What was the base participation data for each of the 21 NSO’s when they became involved in the program?

c). What are the participation rates for each of the 21 NSO’s in this program at the completion of each year of the program?*

d). Are each of the 21 NSO’s involved in the program required to report membership ‘churn’ as part of their annual reporting requirements? Specifically how many participants remain in the sport after 3 months, after 6 months and after 12 months?
	ASC
	14/04/05

	209 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	What was the level of sponsorship in each of these 21 sports at the time they entered the program?
	ASC
	14/04/05

	210 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	2003/2004 Annual Report – OH&S

Under formal reporting requirements under the Occupational Health and Safety Act 1989 it was reported that one serious injury was reported, when was this reported, what was the nature of the injury, is the ASC liable for compensation and has the incident been finalised? 
	ASC
	14/04/05

	211 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	2003/04 Annual Report – SportZCo Pty Ltd

When was the agreement reached between the ASC and CRC for the creation and establishment of SportZCo Pty Ltd? What products in the line of sports-monitoring products have been created and or marketed for use?
	ASC
	14/04/05

	212 
	Tabled
	Carr
	Please provide a table listing details of all consultancies for the 2003/04 financial year, for the department and all associated agencies. Please include the following: 

· The costs for all completed consultancies, both budgeted and actual;

· The costs for ongoing consultancies, both budgeted and for the current financial year;

· The total costs for all consultancies, both the amount expended in the current financial year, and the total budgeted value of all consultancies running in the current financial year;

· The nature and purpose of the consultancy;

· The method by which the contract was let;

· The name and details of the company and/or individual who is carrying out, or carried out, the contract;

· Details of the advice resulting from the consultancies, ie recommendations, findings?
	Legal
	19/04/05

	213 
	Tabled
	Lundy
	What did the department and its portfolio agencies spend on functions and hospitality? How much was this, what was this for and who attended the function?
	Corp & Business
	02/06/05
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