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Question: 146

Topic: Australia’s National Broadband Strategy

Hansard Page: ECITA 53

Senator Lundy asked:

My recollection is that the national broadband strategy was originally some $130 million-odd. Can you take on notice what the expenditure will be on the remainder of the initiatives and which department or agency she has managed to scrape it up from to make up $300 million?
Answer: 

Australia’s National Broadband Strategy incorporates action plans from each jurisdiction including an Australian Government Action Plan. The Australian Government Action Plan details over $300 million in funding for various broadband initiatives:

· The Government established the National Broadband Strategy Implementation Group (NBSIG) with funding of $2.9 million.

· The Higher Bandwidth Incentive Scheme (HiBIS) has funding of $107.8 million.
· The Telecommunications Action Plan for Remote Indigenous Communities (TAPRIC) is providing funding of $8.3 million.

· The Coordinated Communications Infrastructure Fund (CCIF) provides a total of $23.7 million in grants.
· The Demand Aggregation Brokers (DAB) program has funding of $8.4 million.

· The Metropolitan Broadband Blackspots Program will have funding of $50 million in 2005-06.
  

· The Australian Research and Education Network has received total funding of $72 million.
· The Broadband for Health Initiative is providing funding of $35 million.
· The Broadband for Health Pharmacy program builds on the existing Broadband for Health Initiative and will have funding of $14.5 million.
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