Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Environment and Heritage

Additional Estimates 2003-2004, (17 February 2004)


Outcome:
1. Environment



Question No: 57
Sub-outcome:

Output:  
1.7

Division/Agency:
Environment and Heritage (LWCD)

Topic: 

National Water Initiative

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written QoN

Senator Wong asked:
Please detail progress against all key elements of the National Water Initiative, including:

 Nationally compatible water access entitlements;

 Nationally functioning water markets;

·Integrated management of environmental water;

 Measuring and monitoring information;

 Urban water reform.

Answer/s:

The National Water Initiative is the subject of ongoing negotiations between the Australian Government and the States and Territories. The detail of the National Water Initiative is being developed by the Senior Officials Group on Water and will be set out in an intergovernmental agreement for consideration at the first CoAG meeting in 2004. 

Outcome:
1. Environment



Question No: 58
Sub-outcome:

Output:  
1.7

Division/Agency:
Environment and Heritage (LWCD)

Topic: 
National Water Initiative

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written QoN

Senator  Wong asked:
In particular, provide details of projects identified for expenditure of the Commonwealths $200m share of the National Water Initiative? Identify any expenditure to date.

Answer/s:

To date, no projects have been identified and there has been no expenditure.

Outcome:
1. Environment



Question No: 59
Sub-outcome:

Output:  
1.7

Division/Agency:
Environment and Heritage (LWCD)

Topic: 
Murray River

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written QoN

Senator Wong asked:
On 14 November 2003, a joint media release from Minister's Truss, Kemp and MacDonald announced the environmental objectives for the first stage of its program to address the decline in the health of the Murray River. Provide details of progress made towards achievement of those objectives? Please detail any expenditure to date? When will the consultation process commence? How long will the consultation process be? Who will be consulted? Please provide a list of all groups targeted for consultation.

Answer/s:

As of January 2004, $9.204 million has been committed under The Living Murray Implementation Program towards achieving ecological outcomes against the objectives agreed to by Council. 

The Department is not able to provide details of the consultation process until this has been settled by the Murray Darling Basin Ministerial Council.

Outcome:
1. Environment



Question No: 64
Sub-outcome:

Output:  
1.3

Division/Agency:
Land, Water and Coasts

Topic: 
Marine Pests

Hansard Page ECITA:
 97-98

Senator Allison asked:
Are you able to provide us with some idea of the progress of various strategies, work plans and action plans and the general status of the implementation of the task force’s various proposals?

Dr Dickson—We could comment generally that progress is reasonably good, but if you want details of how every individual strategy, action and work plan is going we would be happy to take that on notice and give you a full answer.

Answer/s:

The recommendations of the National Taskforce on the Prevention and Management   of Introduced Marine Pest Incursions were accepted in 2000 by the Ministerial councils for: Environment and Conservation; Forestry Fisheries and Agriculture; and Transport. The National Taskforce recommendations included interim arrangements for the improved management of introduced marine pests. These included establishment of a Consultative Committee for Introduced Marine Pest Emergencies (CCIMPE -established in September 2000), and a National Introduced Marine Pests Co-ordination Group (NIMPCG) charged with designing a permanent National System for the Prevention and Management of Introduced Marine Pest Incursions (the National System). NIMPCG has met nine times since its first meeting in October 2000. 

The National System will include principal components for: prevention of marine pests operating at the pre-border, border and post-border levels; coordinated emergency response to new pest incursions and translocations; and ongoing control of introduced marine pests already in Australia. Supporting components will provide monitoring, targeted research and development, community preparedness, and education and training. 

The governance legislation and funding principles for the National System were addressed in 2003 in a High Level Officials Working Group comprising the Australian Government and the States and Northern Territory. The High Level Group also held consultations with representatives of the marine-based industries that will be involved in implementation of the National System. The recommendations of the High Level Group were accepted by the Natural Resource Management Ministerial Council in October 2003 and they are expected to be considered by the Australian Transport Council in 2004. 
The principles contained in the High Level Officials Working Group report will be encompassed in an Intergovernmental Agreement on the National System, which is being drafted and is scheduled to be available for signature after June 2003. NIMPCG will be developing detailed arrangements to fulfil the terms of the Intergovernmental Agreement in a work plan that is to be completed by the end of 2006. 

The following paragraphs describe progress under the principal elements of the National System, 

Preventions Systems 

Ballast Water

The Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service introduced mandatory ballast water management requirements for international commercial vessels entering Australian waters in July 2001. These require the assessment of ballast water as ‘high risk’ or low risk for the introduction of marine pests. High-risk ballast water may not be discharged in the Australian Territorial Sea. Exchange of high-risk ballast water outside the Territorial Sea is recognised as a risk-reduction technique.

The scope of model legislation for management of the risks from ships ballast water, including ballast water carried on journeys between Australian ports, has been considered by NIMPCG and during drafting of the Intergovernmental Agreement. A trial of arrangements for a single management system was carried out at the Port of Hastings, Victoria, over 2001 to 2003. NIMPCG is considering the risk profile of vessel journeys between all Australian ports. 

It has been agreed that a Single National Interface through which ship operators can ascertain their ballast water management requirements for any given voyage, whether international or domestic, will be established.

The implementation of the model legislation and the single national interface will be carried out over 2004-2006. 

The text of the International Convention on the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments was agreed on 13 February 2004. This Convention will come into force twelve months after 30 States, with fleets representing 35% of the gross tonnage of the world's merchant shipping, have signed it. Implementation of the Convention will improve the level of pre-border protection from pests transmitted in ballast water.

Biofouling 

NIMPCG has agreed that reduction of the risks of biofouling pests being carried to Australia and translocated in Australian waters should be minimised by strategies appropriate for the diverse vectors involved, including international commercial ships, coastal shipping, recreational vessels and equipment such as dredges and movable marine infrastructure. 

For international commercial ships visiting Australia, which normally have antifouling paints regularly applied to their hulls, any initial biofouling measures are likely to involve voluntary reporting. Any future compulsory measures will need to be consistent with international requirements, which may be developed through the International Maritime Organization.

Protocols for reducing the risks of introducing biofouling pests attached to small international vessels such as yachts and apprehended vessels (suspected illegal fishing and immigration vessels) have been drafted by NIMPCG and are awaiting approval by governments through relevant Ministerial Councils.
The scope of future protocols and best-practice guidelines for operating fishing vessels, domestic recreational vessels, marine infrastructure and cleaning and maintenance facilities in ways that reduce the risk of translocating pests has been considered by NIMPCG. These guidelines will cover application of antifouling paints, vessel cleaning, waste and effluent disposal, treatment of seawater plumbing systems, and record keeping for vessel movements and maintenance.

Consideration of general approaches to reducing the risk of transmitting pests through aquaculture operations and the aquarium trade is at a preliminary level.

Emergency Preparedness and Response

Consultative Committee for Introduced Marine Pest Emergencies has been operating effectively since September 2000 as part of the interim arrangements established following acceptance of the National Taskforce report.

CCIMPE works within a national introduced marine pest emergency management plan and has the capacity to recommend to governments that a State or the Northern Territory may access a $5 million national cost sharing arrangement when a significant introduced marine pest incursion emergency arises. 

The States and the Northern Territory have complementary emergency management contingency plans in effect in some cases, and in development in the remainder. 

CCIMPE has considered reports of marine pests in five significant cases and has recommended that the affected State receive access to the national cost sharing mechanism in one case (the incursion of the Asian Green Mussel in Cairns in 2001).

Long-term arrangements for emergency response and preparedness will be specified in the Intergovernmental Agreement on the National System. 

Ongoing Management and Control  

The ongoing management and control of introduced marine pests already in Australia will take place through general post border prevention systems such as those for ballast water and biofouling described above, and through individual National Control Plans for a small number of pest species.

Scientific advice on pest species that could potentially be included in a National list of agreed pests of concern is being prepared by the CSIRO under contract to the Natural Heritage Trust, and will be considered by NIMPCG at its next meeting. This will be a precursor to agreement on species to be incorporated in ballast water management requirements, and agreement on those species that may be the subject of species–specific National Control Plans.

The National Control Plan for the Introduced Marine Pest Northern Pacific Seastar was contained in the 1999 National Taskforce report. Its ongoing implementation is being funded through the Natural Heritage Trust, and is providing guidance on the issues that will be encountered as additional National Control Plans are developed.

Outcome:
1. Environment



Question No: 65
Sub-outcome:

Output:  

Division/Agency:
Environment and Heritage (LWCD)

Topic: 
COAG

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written QoN

Senator Wong asked:
Has a date been set for the next COAG meeting. If so, when?

Answer/s:

This is a matter for the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet.

