Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Environment and Heritage

Additional Estimates 2003-2004, (17 February 2004)

Outcome:
All




Question No: 100

Sub-outcome:

Output:
All 
Division/Agency:
All

Topic:
Overseas Trips

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written question on notice

Senator WONG asked:
What was the total cost of overseas trips of staff for by the Division/Agency in 1996‑97, 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-00, 2000-01, 2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04 to date.
· With a breakdown on the cost of accommodation allowances, food allowances and airflights.

Answer/s:

The available information is provided in the attachment.
ATTACHMENT

Question on Notice 100

Department of the Environment and Heritage

	Year
	Allowances
	Other
	Fares
	Total

	1999-2000
	$446,187.63
	$111,082.64
	$748,148.51
	$1,305,418.70

	2000-01
	$561,994.51
	$122,961.00
	$1,214,042.42
	$1,898,997.90

	2001-02
	$722,550.04
	$154,489.33
	$1,203,827.69
	$2,080,866.90

	2002-03
	$459,602.39
	$150,945.80
	$850,899.65
	$1,461,447.80

	2003-04
	$210,503.17
	$23,907.43
	$365,031.33
	$599,441.93


· Allowances includes Meals, Accommodation, Incidentals
· Other includes Passports, Visas, Innoculations & Additional Costs
· Fares would include all associated costs, not just flights

Provision of a further breakdown (to divisional level) would require a significant and unreasonable diversion of resources. It has not been possible to provide information prior to 1999-00 as that information is archived on a superceded financial management system.

Australian Greenhouse Office

	Year
	Allowances
	Other
	Fares
	Total

	1999-2000
	$135,451.52
	$23,155.36
	$363,447.03
	$522,053.91

	2000-01
	$199,498.48
	$25,499.06
	$466,239.51
	$691,237.05

	2001-02
	$144,056.28
	$20,592.00
	$375,711.84
	$540,360.12

	2002-03
	$166,111.85
	$19,743.32
	$567,555.72
	$753,410.89

	2003-04
	$97,108.77
	$20,499.98
	$397,014.40
	$514,623.15


· Allowances includes: Accommodation, Meals & Incidentals

· Other includes: Additional Costs, Passports Visas & Inoculations & SES Spouse Fares 

· Fares includes: Fares, Fares Rebates Received & Air Passenger Ticket Levy

It has not been possible to provide information prior for 1999-00 as that information is archived on a superceded financial management system. The Australian Greenhouse Office did not exist prior to 1998-99.

Bureau of Meteorology

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Many overseas missions by Bureau officers are funded from outside the Bureau, and no integrated records of expenditure are kept. Expenditure on overseas missions funded from the Bureau’s Budget allocation are as follows:

	Year
	Expenditure

	1996-97
	$286 481

	1997-98
	$262 431

	1998-99
	$310 980

	1999-2000
	$294 370

	2000-01
	$491 523

	2001-02
	$381 456

	2002-03
	$465 529

	2003-04
	$221 433


No records are kept of the breakdown into air fares, accommodation and meals and incidentals costs but a useful working rule is that costs split as:  air fares 50%, accommodation 25%, meals and incidentals 25%.

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

	
	Air Fares
	Accommodation*  & Travel/Meals Allowance & Incidentals Allowance
	Total

	1996-1997
	$68,131
	$30,873
	$99,004

	1997-1998
	$27,228
	$8,852
	$36,080

	1998-1999
	$98,644
	$57,183
	$155,827

	1999-2000
	$29,867
	$9,967
	$39,834

	2000-2001
	$99,374
	$36,271
	$135,645

	2001-2002
	$69,523
	$29,348
	$98,871

	2002-2003
	$58,197
	$34,165
	$92,362

	2003-2004
	$59,773
	$15,919
	$75,692


Information on accommodation is not separately available.

National Oceans Office

The cost of overseas airflights incurred directly by the National Oceans Office is as follows:

2001-02
$59,499
2002-03
$34,625
2003-04
$55,162

In respect of accommodation, meals etc the agency’s financial management information system does not provide a breakdown for overseas travel related costs.

Sydney Harbour Federation Trust

	
	2003-04

	Accommodation
	$1,170

	Food
	$2,407

	Air Travel
	$2,600

	Total
	$6,177


Outcome: 
All


Question No: 101

Sub-outcome:

Output:  
All

Division/Agency: 
All

Topic: 
Domestic Travel

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written question on notice

Senator WONG asked:
What was the total cost of domestic trips of staff for by the Division/Agency in 1996‑97, 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-00, 2000-01, 2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04 to date.
· With a breakdown on the cost of accommodation allowances, food allowances and airflights.
Answer/s:

The available information is provided in the attachment.

ATTACHMENT

Question on Notice 101

Department of the Environment and Heritage

	Year
	Allowances
	Other
	Fares
	Total

	2003-04 (YTD)
	$579,460.55
	$158,408.67
	$1,081,406.74
	$1,819,275.90

	2002-03
	$822,527.97
	$253,028.73
	$1,553,548.12
	$2,629,104.80

	2001-02
	$904,895.60
	$265,970.31
	$1,724,755.06
	$2,895,620.90

	2000-01
	$962,051.48
	$243,311.47
	$1,661,286.46
	$2,866,649.30

	1999-00
	$861,237.14
	$271,763.35
	$1,810,335.98
	$2,943,336.30


· Allowances includes Accommodation, Incidentals, Meals, Vehicle, Mileage
· Other includes Parking, Taxis, Additional Travel Costs
· Fares would include all modes of Transport, Rebates, Levies etc

Provision of a further breakdown (to divisional level) would require a significant and unreasonable diversion of resources. It has not been possible to provide information prior to 1999-00 as that information is archived on a superceded financial management system.

Australian Greenhouse Office

	Year
	Allowances
	Other
	Fares
	Total

	2003-04 (YTD)
	$137,366.00
	$12,009.00
	$234,766.88
	$384,141.88

	2002-03
	$193,851.34
	$24,725.76
	$337,847.14
	$556,424.24

	2001-02
	$135,830.19
	$19,447.82
	$236,118.62
	$391,396.63

	2000-01
	$194,372.78
	$29,421.40
	$413,884.06
	$637,678.24

	1999-00
	$210,941.04
	$29,451.35
	$758,368.10
	$998,760.49


· Allowances includes: Accommodation, Meals, Incidentals, Vehicle, Mileage

· Other includes: Parking, Taxi, Additional Travel Costs & SES Spouse Fares 

· Fares includes: Fares, Fares Rebates Received & Air Passenger Ticket Levy

It has not been possible to provide information prior for 1999-00 as that information is archived on a superceded financial management system. The Australian Greenhouse Office did not exist prior to 1998-99.

Bureau of Meteorology

	Year
	Accomm/Food
	Airfares
	Vehicle Costs
	Total

	1996-97
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	$3,611,319

	1997-98
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	$3,537,157

	1998-99
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	$4,078,987

	1999-00
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	$4,577,935

	2000-01
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	$4,490,397

	2001-02
	$2,047,147
	$1,138,787
	$217,302
	$3,403,236

	2002-03
	$2,213,749
	$1,333,922
	$244,986
	$3,792,657

	2003-04(YTD)
	$1,535,967
	$914,444
	$162,963
	$2,614,874


· For Financial Years 1996-97 to 2000-01 Fares/T/A/Car Hire separated amounts are not available. For Financial Years 2001-02 to date the Accommodation/Food amounts are included in a Travelling Allowance component.

· Internal procedures treat travel to New Zealand and Papua New-Guinea as domestic travel and our information systems are not able to identify this travel separately.

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

	Year
	Air Fares
	Accomm-odation
	Travel/Meals Allowance

& Incidentals Allowance
	Taxi Fares
	Other
	Total

	1996-1997
	$377,705
	Information not available for these years; Accommodation component included in Travel Allowances
	$198,389
	N/A
	N/A
	$576,094

	1997-1998
	$287,743
	
	$154,760
	$31,906
	N/A
	$474,409

	1998-1999
	$357,345
	
	$199,759
	$25,608
	N/A
	$582,712

	1999-2000
	$483,539
	
	$350,903
	$35,751
	N/A
	$870,193

	2000-2001
	$542,068
	$95,089
	$207,079
	$32,873
	$2,477
	$879,586

	2001-2002
	$509,206
	$137,168
	$151,393
	$38,780
	$10,354
	$846,901

	2002-2003
	$682,270
	$167,860
	$201,793
	$58,363
	$7,799
	$1,118,085

	2003-2004
	$491,961
	$101,074
	$109,843
	$38,579
	$5,867
	$747,324


National Oceans Office

	Year
	Accomm/Food
	Transport Costs
	Total

	2001-02
	$92,555
	$464,053
	$556,608

	2002-03
	$137,824
	$575,413
	$713,237

	2003-04
	$116,244
	$382,138
	$498,382


Expenditure in respect of the 1999-00 and 2000-01 are included in the aggregate figures provided by the Department of Environment and Heritage.
Sydney Harbour Federation Trust

	Year
	Accommodation Allowances
	Food allowances
	Fares
	Total

	2003-04 (YTD)
	$879
	$510
	$4,699
	$6,088

	2002-03
	$352
	$908
	$7,507
	$8,767

	2001-02
	$186
	$554
	$5,265
	$6,005


Outcome:
All




Question No: 102

Sub-outcome:

Output:  
1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4


Division/Agency: 
All

Topic: 
Administered Programmes

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written question on notice

Senator WONG asked:
How many overseas trips of Ministerial Staff were paid for by the Division/Agency in 1996‑97, 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-00, 2000-01, 2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04 to date.
Answer/s: 

Overseas trips by Ministerial staff is the responsibility of the Department of Finance and Administration. Interrogation of the available records did not disclose any exceptions with respect to the department and portfolio agencies.

Outcome:
All




Question No: 103

Sub-outcome:

Output:  
1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4


Division/Agency: 
All

Topic: 
Administered Programmes

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written question on notice

Senator WONG asked:
What was the total cost of overseas trips of Ministerial Staff paid for by the Division/Agency in 1996-97, 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-00, 2000-01, 2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04 to date.
Answer/s: 

Overseas trips by Ministerial staff is the responsibility of the Department of Finance and Administration. Interrogation of the available records did not disclose any exceptions with respect to the department and portfolio agencies.

Outcome:
All




Question No: 104

Output:  
All


Division/Agency:
All

Topic: 
Advertising

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written question on notice

Senator Wong asked:
How much was spent on advertising by the Division/Agency in 1996-97, 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-00, 2000-01, 2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04 to date

Answer:

Department of the Environment and Heritage

This information is available at a departmental level in annual reports at the following pages:

Year
Page No.

1996-97 229

1997-98
199
1998-99
212
1999-00
169
2000-01
277
2001-02
328
2002-03
398


It would require a significant and unreasonable diversion of resources to extract the information at a divisional level.

See attached table for details of agency expenditure.

Question on Notice No. 104  -  Attachment

How much was spent on advertising by the Division/Agency in 1996-97, 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-00, 2000-01, 2001-02, 2003-04 to date. 

	Division/Agency
	1996-97
	1997-98
	1998-99
	1999-00
	2000-01
	2001-02
	2002-03
	2003-04

	Bureau of Meteorology
	$268,810
	$357,245
	$448,106
	$257,772
	$422,778
	$202,746
	$241,719
	$119,394*

	Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
	$45,827
	$227,134
	$231,260
	$220,178
	$465,171
	$434,665
	$753,007
	$192,641**

	National Oceans Office
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	$57,035
	$1,662
	$15,954
	$43,392
	$46,281***

	Australian Greenhouse 
Office 
	N/A
	N/A
	$89,500
	$86,200
	$4,079,900
	$511,200
	$163,200
	$114,100

	Sydney Harbour Federation Trust
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	$75,277
	$58,616
	$82,690


*
Up umtil 15 March 2004

**
Year to date

***
Up until 29 February 2004

Outcome:
All




Question No: 105

Sub-outcome:

Output:
All

Division/Agency:
All

Topic:
Publications

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written questions on notice

Senator WONG asked:
Did the Division/Agency produce publications that provided electorate breakdowns on spending on government programmes in 1996-97, 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-00, 2000-01, 2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04 to date.
Answer/s:
Department of the Environment and Heritage

No.

Bureau of Meteorology

No.

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

No.

National Oceans Office

No.

Australian Greenhouse Office

No.

Sydney Harbour Federation Trust

No.

Outcome:
All



Question No: 106

Sub-outcome:

Output:
All

Division/Agency:
All

Topic:
Publications

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written question on notice

Senator WONG asked:
How much was spent on advertising which provided electorate breakdowns of spending by the government on programmes within the Division/Agency in 1996-97, 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-00, 2000-01, 2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04 to date.
Answer/s:
Department of the Environment and Heritage

Nil.

Bureau of Meteorology

Nil.

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Nil.

National Oceans Office

Nil.

Australian Greenhouse Office

Nil.

Sydney Harbour Federation Trust

Nil.

Outcome:
All



Question No: 107

Sub-outcome:

Output:
All

Division/Agency:
All

Topic:
Consultancies

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written question on notice

Senator WONG asked:

How much was spent on consultancies by the [Department and Agencies] in 1996-97, 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-00, 2000-01, 2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04 to date.

Answer/s:

See attachment. Aggregated figures only are provided for the department as it has not been possible to provide a breakdown for each division of the department over the period.

Attachment QoN 107

Question on Notice No. 107

How much was spent on consultancies by the Department and Agencies in 1996-97, 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-00, 2000-01, 2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04 to date.

	Division/Agency
	1996-97
	1997-98
	1998-99
	1999-00
	2000-01
	2001-02
	2002-03
	2003-04

	Department of the Environment and Heritage *
	N/A
	$13,970,289
	$9,495,990
	$13,589,651
	$10,678,542
	$10,519,215
	$8,185,393
	$6,630,261*

	Bureau of Meteorology
	$280,750
	$135,200
	$176,278
	$575,218
	$790,484
	$790,484
	$1,410,670
	$357,118**

	Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
	$2,003,430
	$2,281,000
	$2,298,000
	$2,338,000
	$2,525,000
	$3,290,000
	$2,038,000
	$1,120,500***

	National Oceans Office ****
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	$2,242,554
	$2,507,430
	$504,888***

	Australian Greenhouse Office
	N/A
	N/A
	$7,104,000
	$10,497,000
	$13,337,000
	$8,012,000
	$9,254,000
	$9,563,000

	Sydney Harbour Federation Trust
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	$1,137,170
	$881,707
	$488,917


*
As at end March 2004.

**
Up until 15 March 2004

***
Year to date

****
The National Oceans Office commenced operations on 22 December 1999 and all expenditure up to the end of 2000-01 financial year was accounted for in the financial statements of the Department of the Environment and Heritage. Consultancy expenditure for 1999-00 and 2000-01 is included in the figures for the Department of Environment and Heritage.

Outcome:
All




Question No: 108

Sub-outcome:

Output:
All

Division/Agency:
All

Topic:
Surveys of attitudes

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written question on notice

Senator WONG asked:

Did the Division/Agency conduct any surveys of attitudes towards programmes run by their department in 1996-97, 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-00, 2000-01, 2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04 to date.

Answer/s:

Department of the Environment and Heritage

Yes.

Bureau of Meteorology

The Bureau of Meteorology does not actually run Commonwealth Government Programmes. It delivers meteorological services to the Australian Community. The Bureau of Meteorology has, however, conducted regular telephone surveys into use of and attitudes to Bureau weather and climate information since a pilot study conducted in July 1996. Regular metropolitan surveys have been conducted since 1997/1998. In 1997/1998 the surveys were undertaken monthly with results consolidated into quarterly reports. Since November 1998, surveys have been conducted on a seasonal basis. In 2003/2004 only one survey has been conducted so far (September 2003) with another to take place in late March. 

In addition to the metropolitan surveys, a rural and a farming survey were conducted in 2001 and 2002, with another planned for late March 2004.

There were also a number of Climate and Hydrology surveys undertaken.

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

No surveys were conducted of attitudes towards programmes run by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority.

Australian Greenhouse Office

No.

National Oceans Office

The National Oceans Office conducted the following surveys of attitudes toward its programs:

· Attitude of key stakeholders on the effectiveness of the process to engage stakeholders in the development of the Draft South-east Regional Marine Plan (internal survey designed to learn lessons for future development of other Regional Marine Plans)

· Call for public submissions on the content of the Draft South-east Regional Marine Plan.

Sydney Harbour Federation Trust

No.

Outcome:
All




Question No: 109

Sub-outcome:

Output:
All

Division/Agency:
All

Topic:
Surveys of attitudes

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written question on notice

Senator WONG asked:

On what programmes administered by the Division/Agency were surveys conducted.

Answer/s:

Department of the Environment and Heritage

The Department conducted surveys relating to the following programmes:

Threatened species

Biodiversity campaign

Natural Heritage Trust (NHT)

NHT / National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality (NAP)

Natural Resource Management (NRM)

Waste Oil

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

Bureau of Meteorology

The surveys are conducted on the Bureau’s public weather and severe weather warning services, climate services and hydrological services.

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority does not have any administered programmes, however the following surveys were conducted in relation to aspects of the Authority’s operations.

During 2000-01 a market research survey was conducted to assess awareness of the then Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority logo and to assess the impact of the “Let’s Keep It Great “ campaign slogan

Between 2000-01 and 2002-03, market research surveys were conducted to assess community attitudes to increased protection for the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park.

National Oceans Office

Surveys were conducted on the development of the South-east Regional Marine Plan.

Australian Greenhouse Office

Not applicable.

Sydney Harbour Federation Trust

Not applicable.

Outcome:
All




Question No: 110

Sub-outcome:

Output:
All

Division/Agency:
All

Topic:
Surveys of attitudes

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written question on notice

Senator WONG asked:

What were the findings of these surveys?

Answer/s:

Department of the Environment and Heritage

The market research commissioned established a range of findings that were used for the development and implementation of communication or public education campaigns.

Bureau of Meteorology

Some of the survey results are published in the Bureau’s Annual Reports and address some of the performance measures. For example, in Table 11.3 of the 2002-3 report, some figures there are taken from results of the surveys, such as:

Percentage of users surveyed who indicate that they are ‘satisfied’ or ‘very satisfied’ with weather forecast, warning and information services:

90%

Percentage of users surveyed who indicate that weather forecast, warning and information services are received in time for them to make decisions:
80%

Percentage of users surveyed who indicate that public weather forecasts and warnings are becoming more accurate or are maintaining current levels of activity:
94%

Figure 36 of the Annual Report shows a comparison of the relative frequency of use of different methods by which people obtain their weather information. It indicates that free TV is the most popular means of access. 
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

78% of those surveyed in the 2000-01 market research survey claimed recognition of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority logo;

86% of those surveyed nominated a “Reef” related association with the “Let’s Keep It Great “ campaign slogan.

The market research survey on community attitudes to increased protection for the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park indicated that in March 2001, 99.5% of the community was supportive of increased protection for the Great Barrier Reef. The level dropped to 86.4% in August 2002 and by April 2003 public support for greater protection rose to 93.6%.  Further detail is disclosed at pages 31-32 of the 2002-03 Annual Report.
National Oceans Office

· Marine focused community interest groups(postal and telephone)

The information gathered provided a snap shot of the community’s values and aspirations for the deeper waters of the South –east Marine Region.

· Effectiveness of the stake holder engagement undertaken by NOO

· Release of Draft SERMP

Australian Greenhouse Office

Not applicable.

Sydney Harbour Federation Trust

Not applicable.


