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Question: 138

Topic:  Networking The Nation (NTN) Program
Written Question on Notice 

Senator Lundy asked:

Could we provide information about the methodology used for the NTN evaluation?

Answer: 

The methodology used to evaluate the impacts and outcomes of the NTN program includes: 

· Generating an overview of the environment within which the program operated (other forces driving demand and supply in the communications market and other government programs with complementary objectives)

· Detailing the program’s project portfolio and outputs (including amalgamations and terminations of projects).

· Assessing the program’s outputs against:

· The needs known to exist in regional Australia at the time;

· The locations and populations least likely to be served by commercial providers or other government programs operating at the time; and

-
The sustainability of the services.

· Comparing the disparities in availability and takeup of major communications services in metropolitan and regional areas over the program’s life.

· Examining the nature and extent of project impacts on:

-
Direct beneficiaries of new services (subscribers, participants, and suppliers);

-
Service providers;

-
Competitors;

-
Other stakeholders (including state governments); 

· Regional capabilities (including skills, potential for future development).

· Analysing the effect of program design on outputs, outcomes and impacts.

The methodology also employs a combination of quantitative and qualitative approaches: 

· The quantitative analysis generated quantitative summaries and estimates of outcomes and impacts;
· The qualitative analysis involved a mix of:

-
structured community consultations in a range of locations with different regional and socioeconomic attributes;

-
stakeholder consultations; and

-
reference to the findings of other studies, and evaluations, and to economic and social theoretical frameworks.

The combination of approaches enabled the evaluation task to be approached systematically and in greater depth than a single approach would have permitted.
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Question: 139

Topic:  Networking The Nation (NTN) Program
Hansard Page:  ECITA 124 

Senator Lundy asked:

Can you point me to the reference in either the portfolio budget statement or budget papers where that figure ($14.4m savings on NTN initiatives) is highlighted or made available?

Answer: 

The total savings figure is made up of: 

(a) $8.9m from the initial allocation of $36m to the Internet Access Fund. Savings from this Fund were identified in the 2001-02 Communications, Information Technology, and the Arts Portfolio Budget Statements (PBS, see page 47). At the time of publication of the PBS, a specific figure could not be disclosed as to do so might have prejudiced the Government’s ongoing negotiations with stakeholders.

(b) $5.5m from the initial allocation of $37.7m to the initiative to extend mobile phone coverage to 132 towns with a population of more than 500 (part of the Government’s response to the Telecommunications Service Inquiry). The saving arose because the tender process resulted in a lesser sum ($21.8m) being required to achieve the intended outcome.

As the savings were not a specific Budget measure, they were not separately identified in the Communications, Information Technology, and the Arts Portfolio Budget Statements.

Note that $8.3m of the initial $37.7m allocation was redirected to the Telecommunication Action Plan for Remote Indigenous Communities (see p45 of the 2002-03 Communications, Information Technology, and the Arts Portfolio Budget Statements).
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Question: 141

Topic:  Networking The Nation (NTN) Program
Hansard Page:  ECITA 126 

Senator Lundy asked:

Can you provide me with a full breakdown of how the Department has allocated its resources to the management of all of these separate funds, to the best of your ability?  If, indeed, one unit has managed all of them, could you put that in writing for the committee and explain how that resourcing of support for these programs is distributed across the Department?

Answer: 

The following table shows Departmental funds against the original and revised program fund allocations over the years 1997-98 to 2003-04. 

	Program
	Administered Funds - Initial allocation

$m
	Administered Funds - Revised Allocation

$m
	Departmental Funds

$m

	NTN General Fund
	250
	250
	9.6

	Remote and Isolated Islands Fund
	20
	20
	0.8

	Internet Access Fund
	36
	3.1
	3.0

	BARN
	70
	35
	2.7

	Local Government Fund
	45
	45
	1.7

	Extended Mobile Phone Coverage
	3
	3
	0.0

	TOTAL
	424
	356.1
	17.8


Total Departmental funds were $17.8 million – 5% of the revised program funds.

The above programs have been administered collectively by the NTN Secretariat within the Regional Funding Initiatives Branch. Departmental funds also cover the expenses of the five member NTN Board which has met 37 times.
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Question: 142

Topic: Networking The Nation (NTN) Program
Written Question on Notice 

Senator Lundy asked:

Can the Department provide a list of all NTN expenditure by project and by federal electorate based on the address of the funding recipient?

If you cannot provide an electorate, provide a geographic region.  If you cannot provide a geographic region, provide state.  I would like a best effort by the Department to provide this essential information for public accountability.

Answer: 

The attached table provides information on NTN project expenditure against the electorate of the funding recipient (at the time of the funding announcement).

A limitation of this data base is that the address of the funding recipient may not always coincide with the benefiting electorate(s).  This is particularly evident from the large number of capital city electorates in the list, which reflects the fact that many NTN funding agreements were with State or Territory Governments, while the end beneficiaries of the funds were a range of electorates across the State/Territory.  Similarly, where the funding recipient appears as an individual regional electorate, the beneficiaries of the funding agreement may have been dispersed across several electorates.  Examples include infrastructure projects (eg coverage from a single mobile base station) and services projects (eg training projects that are delivered across a whole region).
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Question: 144

Topic: Estimated and Actual Values of 5 Major IT Outsourcing contracts 
Hansard Page: ECITA 137

Senator Lundy asked:

In relation to the original value of the contract and the eventual value of the contract, I know those original contract values are in various Audit Office reports and so forth, but could you provide them and cross-reference them with the figures you used to inform these percentages [in the Industry Development Progress Report 2002-03] on an annual basis for each of the five contracts or wherever you have applied these formulae?

Answer: 

The level of service charges under the contracts has increased beyond that originally projected for the five Information Technology (IT) outsourcing contracts.  In addition, the level of SME participation in the five IT outsourcing contracts achieved has also exceeded the original projections, both in absolute terms and notably, as a percentage of the total increased contract expenditure.

The information presented in the Industry Development (ID) Progress Reports is based on the audited reports provided to the Department by the five IT outsourcing contractors.

The five IT contracts entered into with CSC, EDS Australia, Advantra/TES, IBM Australia and Ipex ITG between 1998 and 2001 were estimated at the time of contract signature to have a total value over seven years of $1.2 billion.  Actual values so far have exceeded the original projections, due mostly to changes in the type and scope of IT services being purchased:

Service Charges for the 5 IT outsourcing contracts

	
	1998-99
	1999-00
	2000-01
	2001-02
	2002-03
	Total

	Estimated 
	$33.3m
	$157.9m
	$238.2m
	$230.1m
	$220.7m
	$880.2m

	Actual
	$39.5m
	$191.8m
	$333.8m
	$369.6m
	$417.0m
	$1351.7m


The ID Progress Reports provide aggregate service charges for the five contracts rather than detailing the service charges for each contract.  The following tables show aggregate target and achieved levels for the percentage of SME participation in contracts and aggregate target and achieved levels of annual payments to SMEs over the five contracts (percentages have been rounded to nearest whole figure).

SME participation by percentage of service charges

	
	1998-99
	1999-00
	2000-01
	2001-02
	2002-03
	Average

	Target
	24%
	28%
	31%
	22%
	33%
	28%

	Achieved
	37%
	45%
	35%
	24%
	40%
	36%


Annual Payments to SMEs over the 5 contracts

	
	1998-99
	1999-00
	2000-01
	2001-02
	2002-03
	Total

	Target
	$8.0m
	$44.6m
	$75.5m
	$77.6m
	$72.7m
	$278.4m

	Achieved
	$14.7m
	$91.1m
	$121.8m
	$89.4m
	$168.4m
	$485.4m


For example, in 2002-03, the estimated level of service charges was $220.7 million and the target level of SME participation was 33%, leading to a target level of payments to SMEs of $72.7 million.  In the event, the actual level of service charges was $417.0 million and the achieved level of SME participation was 40%, leading to an achieved level of payments to SMEs of $168.4 million.
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Question: 145

Topic: Partnerships for Development Program

Hansard Page: ECITA 138

Senator Lundy asked:

Can you confirm that there were no Partnerships for Development commitments waived as a result of that program having been wound up?

Answer: 

Partnerships for Development (PfD) industry development (ID) commitments were not waived because PfD ID commitments were never binding.

PfD reporting requirements were removed in June 2002 as part of the package to simplify ID arrangements for Australian Government information and communications technology procurement. Nevertheless, many companies continue to voluntarily report on their ID activities to the Government.
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Question: 146

Topic: Industry Development
Hansard Page: ECITA 140

Senator Lundy asked:

Can you tell me whether the current provisions of the proposed FTA specifically exclude either an offsets program or an industry development program that identifies a proportion of involvement of Australian companies as opposed to SMEs? When [the final text of the FTA] is available could you take on notice to provide the committee with the answer to that question then?

Answer: 

Article 15.2 (5) of the Government Procurement Chapter of the Australia-United States Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) specifies that a procuring entity must not “take account of, impose or enforce offsets in the qualification and selection of suppliers”. Offset is defined in Article 15.15 (7) of the AUSFTA.

This prohibition of offsets does not apply to “any form of preference to benefit small and medium enterprises” (Annexe 15-G). The prohibition on offsets would preclude the requirement of an identified proportion of involvement by Australian companies, that were not small or medium enterprises, in Government procurement contracts covered by the Chapter.
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Question: 147

Topic:  Networking The Nation (NTN) Program
Written Question on Notice 

Senator Lundy asked:

In the answer to question 141 from the November 2003 Estimates, the Department said that it is investigating two projects where the recipients have not satisfactorily acquitted the expenditure of their funds. Which two projects are these, has the investigation been concluded?  Please provide a summary of the details of the case and the outcome of the investigation upon its conclusion.

Answer: 

The two organisations referred to in response to question 141 from the November 2003 estimates were:

1. Greater Green Triangle Regional Association; and

2. The National Indigenous Media Association Australia Limited.

A summary of each case is set out below:

1. Greater Green Triangle Regional Association  (GGTRA)

GGTRA had four Deeds of Agreement with the Department.  One has been acquitted.  One was terminated, and the acquittals for the remaining two are overdue.  

The Department has pursued a number of avenues to recover funds from the GGTRA.

The Department’s internal auditors KPMG inspected GGTRA’s books in July 2003 and determined that $137,233 of Commonwealth funds should be refunded.

GGTRA questioned this amount.

Subsequently, GGTRA refunded $13,812 to the Department.  Negotiations are continuing in relation to the remaining amount of $125,328. 

The Department is being advised by the Australian Government Solicitor on avenues to recover these funds.

2. The National Indigenous Media Association Australia (NIMAA) Limited.

NIMAA had not satisfactorily acquitted the full funding provided to it.

NIMAA went into liquidation in 2002.

The Department has formally lodged a claim with the liquidators for the unacquitted funds ($36,585), as a debt to the Commonwealth.
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Question: 148

Topic:    Networking The Nation (NTN) Program

Written Question on Notice 

Senator Lundy asked:

In question 145 from the November 2003 Estimates I previously asked for “a list of all NTN expenditure by project and by federal electorate…since the program was first introduced”.  When providing a reason for not supplying this information, the Department stated “For any particular project, the NTN database would be able to indicate the electorate of the funding recipient (based on its address)”.  Therefore, please provide, in an electronic format, a list of NTN projects by the electorate of the funding recipient, based on its address.

Answer: 

See answer to question 142.
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Question: 149

Topic:  Networking The Nation (NTN) Program
Written Question on Notice 

Senator Lundy asked:

In question 145 the Department also stated that “the database allocates the funding and records the expenditure on a project basis”.  Therefore, please provide, in an electronic format, a list of funding and expenditure on a project basis.  For convenience, please combine the answer to this question and the answer to the previous question into the same list.

Answer: 

See answer to question 142.

Outcome 3, Output 3.3 





Question: 150

Topic:  Intelligent Island Program 

Written Question on Notice 

Senator Lundy asked:

Intelligent Island – According to a previous question on notice from November 2003, $1.9 million earmarked for “Initiative 5: Investment Attraction” was yet to be allocated.  Please account for how that funding has been allocated.

Answer: 

The funds remaining in the Investment Attraction initiative, which are now $1.6 million, are currently being managed by the Tasmanian Department of Economic Development.  In accordance with the requirements of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Australian and Tasmanian Governments, the Tasmanian Department of Economic Development has a process in place to allocate the funds to Investment Attraction projects for approval.
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Question: 151

Topic:  Intelligent Island Program 

Written Question on Notice 

Senator Lundy asked:

Intelligent Island – Newspaper reports have referred to an independent consultant’s report on the proposed Centre of Excellence written by Ms Michelle Allan.  Please provide a copy of this report to the committee.

Answer: 

The Tasmanian Bioinformatics Centre of Excellence (COE) Business Plan of March 2003 was prepared by Dr Michele Allan, the then Interim Chief Executive Officer of the COE, for the consideration of the Intelligent Island Board.  A later version of the business plan was approved by the Board in December 2003.

The plan contains commercial in confidence information that is the subject of ongoing negotiations.  In view of this, it is considered that it would not be in the public interest to release it at this time.
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Question: 152

Topic:  Intelligent Island Program 

Written Question on Notice 

Senator Lundy asked:

Intelligent Island – Please provide a breakdown of the $8 million allocated to the “In-tellinc” Incubator – how has this money been allocated or spent with-in the incubator for past and future years?

Answer: 

In-tellinc received an initial start-up instalment of $750,000 in 2001.  Following that the incubator has received further quarterly instalments subject to satisfying criteria specified in the Grant Deed between the Tasmanian Government and In-tellinc.

	Payments made to date include:

2000-01

$750,000

2001-02

$2,150,000

2002-03

$3,400,000

2003-04      1st Quarter
$362,500


	Payments to be made:

2003-04

$1,087,500

2004-05

$150,000

2005-06

$100,000




In-tellinc has inducted 12 companies and is currently assisting 10 with physical incubation, extensive management assistance and financial investment.  One company has graduated and another withdrawn.
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Question: 153

Topic: Government IT Outsourcing 
Written Question on Notice

Senator Lundy asked:

ID Progress Report 2002-03.  Please explain why EDS regional employees jumped from 380 people in 2001-02 to 1107 in 2002-03.

Answer: 

In 2001-02, EDS reported only staff increases at its out-of-scope initiative, the EDS Credit Services Facility.  In 2002-03, EDS reported all the employees at the facility, not just the staff increases, raising the regional employment figure. 
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Question: 154

Topic: Government IT Outsourcing – ID Progress Report 2002-03
Written Question on Notice

Senator Lundy asked:

ID Progress Report 2002-03.  How many of these employees are based in Adelaide?

Answer: 

All of the EDS employees are based in Adelaide.
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Question: 155 

Topic: Government IT Outsourcing
Written Question on Notice

Senator Lundy asked:

ID Progress Report 2002-03.  What specific function do these employees fill in relation to the contract EDS holds with the Australian Taxation Office?

Answer: 

These employees are not engaged in activities directly related to the services EDS provides to the Australian Taxation Office.  The EDS employees in Adelaide carry out functions relating to several out-of-scope industry development commitments made by EDS in its contract under the Information Technology outsourcing initiative.
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Question: 156

Topic: Government IT Outsourcing 
Written Question on Notice

Senator Lundy asked:

ID Progress Report 2002-03.  Are they ongoing EDS staff previously employed by EDS in Australia, or staff who began employment with EDS since the 2001-02 financial year?

Answer: 

See answer to Question 153. 
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Question: 157

Topic:  Extension of mobile phone coverage

Written Question on Notice 

Senator Mackay asked:

How is the Government progressing with its 2001 election policy to extend mobile phone coverage? Has that policy been implemented yes or no?

Answer: 

Yes.  See the Answer to Question 158.
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Question: 158

Topic:  Extension of mobile phone coverage
Written Question on Notice 

Senator Mackay asked:

How is the Government progressing with its 2001 election policy to provide $88.2 million to extend mobile coverage in rural and regional areas? Has that policy been implemented yes or no?

Answer: 

We assume that the $88.2m referred to relates to the initiatives to extend mobile phone coverage that were announced as part of the Government’s response to the Telecommunications Service inquiry.  In particular, we assume that the reference is to the $37.7m provided to extend mobile phone services to 132 towns with populations more than 500 (‘towns over 500’ program) and the $50.5m provided to the Regional Mobile Phones Program.  

Following competitive tender processes, the Commonwealth and Telstra have entered into 3 contracts covering the provision of mobile phone services as follows:

Towns over 500 Program



$21.8 million

Regional Mobile Phones Program

· Selected populations centres


$18.8 million

· Selected Highways



$19.1 million

In addition, Telstra won the tender to deliver mobile phone services in Western Australia known as Wireless West.  This project was jointly funded by the Australian Government (with a contribution of $7 million), the Western Australian Government and Telstra.

The Australian Government has also directed $3.9 million to the Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme.

Total funding for all these initiatives is $70.6 million (excl. GST).

With regard to the initial $37.7m allocation to the ‘towns over 500’ program, $8.3m was redirected and $5.5m was saved (see the Answer to Question 139).  

The remaining balance relates to the funds set aside to cover administrative costs ($2.3m) and a small sum yet to be committed ($1.5m).

Outcome 3, Output 3.1 





Question: 159

Topic:  Extension of mobile phone coverage
Written Question on Notice 

Senator Mackay asked:

Has all the money for the program been spent?

Answer: 

No.  Payments continue to be made on completion of contractual milestones.  The three major contracts are due to conclude on 30 June 2004.  We expect the final payments to be made early in the 2004-05 Financial Year once the achievement of the milestones has been confirmed.  (See also the answer to Question 157).
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Question: 160

Topic:  Extension of mobile phone coverage
Written Question on Notice 

Senator Mackay asked:

Which communities now have improved mobile coverage as a result of this program?

Answer: The following table indicates the communities, which have benefited from the Government's response to the Telecommunications Services Inquiry.
1.
Towns over 500 Contract
	Designated Town
	State / Territory

	Adelong
	NSW

	Arcadia Bay
	QLD

	Ashford
	NSW

	Baradine
	NSW

	Beachmere
	QLD

	Beerwah
	QLD

	Bermagui
	NSW

	Binnaway
	NSW

	Boddington
	WA

	Boggabri
	NSW

	Borroloola
	NT

	Boyanup
	WA

	Bruthen
	VIC

	Byford
	WA

	Chiltern
	VIC

	Clifton
	QLD

	Clunes
	VIC

	Coraki
	NSW

	Cowell
	SA

	Crescent Head
	NSW

	Culburra-Orient Point
	NSW

	Culcairn
	NSW

	Darlington Point
	NSW

	Doomadgee
	QLD

	Dunedoo
	NSW

	Dunolly
	VIC

	Dunwich
	QLD

	Eidsvold
	QLD

	Eugowra
	NSW

	Evans Head
	NSW

	Freeling
	SA

	Ganmain
	NSW

	Gladstone
	SA

	Goombungee
	QLD

	Greenock
	SA

	Hallidays Point
	NSW

	Hamley Bridge
	SA

	Harrington
	NSW

	Hastings Point
	NSW

	Henty
	NSW

	Herberton
	QLD

	Heyfield
	VIC

	Hilltop
	NSW

	Horseshoe Bay
	QLD

	Howlong
	NSW

	Jandowae
	QLD

	Jimboomba
	QLD

	Johnstone South
	QLD

	Katoomba-Wentworth Falls
	NSW

	Killarney
	QLD

	Koroit
	VIC

	La Grange
	WA

	Lajamanu
	NT

	Leigh Creek
	SA

	Maldon
	VIC

	Mallala
	SA

	Malmsbury
	VIC

	Malua Bay
	NSW

	Manildra
	NSW

	Molong
	NSW

	Moore Park
	QLD

	Moruya
	NSW

	Moruya Heads
	NSW

	Mossy Point - Broulee
	NSW

	Murtoa
	VIC

	Nerang
	QLD

	Newstead
	VIC

	Ngukurr
	NT

	Numbulwar
	NT

	Nyah West
	VIC

	Oenpelli
	NT

	Old Bar
	NSW

	Palm Island
	QLD

	Peak Hill
	NSW

	Portland
	NSW

	Pottsville Beach
	NSW

	Pyramid Hill
	VIC

	Quirindi
	NSW

	Riddells Creek
	VIC

	Roebourne
	WA

	Russell-Macleay Islands
	QLD

	South West Rocks
	NSW

	Stratford
	VIC

	Stuarts Point
	NSW

	Suffolk Park
	NSW

	Tathra
	NSW

	Terang
	VIC

	The Rock
	NSW

	Timber Creek
	NT

	Tomakin
	NSW

	Tongala
	VIC

	Tooradin
	VIC

	Tyabb
	VIC

	Warneet East
	VIC

	Wingham
	NSW

	Woodgate
	QLD

	Wooli
	NSW

	Woorabinda
	QLD

	Yaroomba
	QLD

	Yarrabah
	QLD

	Yuendumu
	NT


2.
Towns Under 500 Contract
	Designated Town
	State / Territory

	Adaminaby
	NSW

	Augathella
	QLD

	Barellan
	NSW

	Candelo
	NSW

	Captains Flat
	NSW

	Corinella
	VIC

	Coronet Bay 
	VIC

	Cunjurong
	NSW

	Dimbulah
	QLD

	Fingal
	TAS

	Geurie
	NSW

	Goodooga
	NSW

	Gulargambone
	NSW

	Half Tide Beach
	QLD

	Hermannsburg
	NT

	Jeparit
	VIC

	Leitchville
	VIC

	Linton
	VIC

	Lismore
	VIC

	Lockington
	VIC

	Manangatang
	VIC

	Marlo
	VIC

	Minyip
	VIC

	Moriac
	VIC

	Mount Burr
	SA

	Mount Garnet 
	QLD

	Nyah
	VIC

	Ramingining
	NT

	Rhyll
	VIC

	Ridgley
	TAS

	River Heads 
	QLD

	Saddleworth
	SA

	Santa Teresa 
	NT

	Silkwood
	QLD

	Skipton
	VIC

	Snowtown
	SA

	Strathmerton
	VIC

	Talbot
	VIC

	Taylors Beach
	QLD

	Toorbul
	QLD

	Trundle
	NSW

	Tully Heads
	QLD

	Ungarie
	NSW

	Urana
	NSW

	Wongarbon
	NSW


3.
Selected Highways Contract
	Designated Highway
	State / Territory
	Nominated Length 

	Arnhem Highway
	NT
	Marrakai

	Balonne Highway
	QLD
	Bollon

	Barkly Highway
	NT
	Barkly Roadhouse

	Barkly Highway
	QLD
	Camooweal

	Barrier Highway
	NSW
	Korreo

	Barrier Highway
	NSW
	MacCullochs Rng

	Barrier Highway
	NSW
	Mt Boppy

	Barrier Highway
	SA
	Yunta

	Bruxner Highway
	NSW
	Barwick

	Bruxner Highway
	NSW
	Hallam Trig

	Cann Valley Highway
	VIC
	Noorinbee

	Capricorn Highway
	QLD
	Jericho

	Capricorn Highway
	QLD
	Willows

	Carnarvon Highway
	QLD
	Nindigully

	Cobb Highway
	NSW
	Booligal

	Cobb Highway
	NSW
	Booroorban

	Flinders Highway
	QLD
	Burra/Pentland

	Great Alpine Road
	VIC
	Ensay

	Great Alpine Road
	VIC
	Swifts Creek

	Great Alpine Road
	VIC
	Tambo

	Great Ocean Road
	VIC
	Aireys Inlet

	Great Ocean Road
	VIC
	Apostles

	Great Ocean Road
	VIC
	Joanna

	Great Ocean Road
	VIC
	Wattle Hill

	Great Ocean Road
	VIC
	Wye River

	Gwydir Highway
	NSW
	Delta RT

	Highway 1
	WA
	Overlander Roadhouse

	Highway 1
	WA
	Yule

	Kennedy Highway
	QLD
	Clohesy

	Kennedy Highway
	QLD
	Ravenshoe

	Landsborough Highway
	QLD
	Chorregon

	Landsborough Highway
	QLD
	Rosewood

	Mitchell Highway
	NSW
	Caronga Peak

	Mitchell Highway
	NSW
	Tarwoona Downs

	Mitchell Highway
	QLD
	Wyandra

	Moonie Highway
	QLD
	Westmar

	Murray Valley Highway
	VIC
	Bullioh

	Murray Valley Highway
	VIC
	Hunters Hill

	Peak Downs Highway
	QLD
	Spencer Gap

	Silver City Highway
	NSW
	Tibooburra

	Snowy Mountains Highway
	NSW
	Big Talbingo Mt

	Snowy Mountains Highway
	NSW
	Wambrook RT

	Stuart Highway
	NT
	Elliot

	Stuart Highway
	SA
	Glendambo

	Stuart Highway
	SA
	Marla

	Stuart Highway
	NT
	Ti-Tree

	Sunraysia Highway
	VIC
	Stuart Mill

	Sunraysia Highway
	VIC
	Woomelang

	Tasman Highway
	TAS
	Little Swanport

	Warrego Highway
	QLD
	Morven


4.
Wireless West (Western Australia)
	Location 

	Andrew 

	Badgingarra

	Beaufort

	Bilocupping 

	Bokerup West 

	Cadoux North

	Carlotta

	Dandaragan

	Darkan South

	Eradu South

	Finlayson 

	Fitzgerald

	Frankland

	Gillingarra

	Hopetoun 

	Kalannie 

	Kulikup 

	Kumarl 

	Lake King

	MacNamara

	Mawson 

	Moorine 

	Mount Bartlett

	Mt Shadforth

	Mt Walker area

	Mt William 

	Mukinbudin South

	Munglinup

	No 7 tank (70km east of Southern Cross)

	Northcliffe 

	Pingrup East

	Sandford 

	Scott 

	Tambellup

	Tank Hill 

	West Wickepin 

	Watheroo

	Welford 

	Widgiemooltha South

	Woglin 

	Yarding 
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Question: 161

Topic:  Extension of mobile phone coverage
Written Question on Notice 

Senator Mackay asked:

How much Commonwealth money is to be spent on extending mobile phone coverage in 2003-04?

Answer: 

Towns over 500 Program

$  8.4m

Regional Mobile Phone Program

· Selected Population Centres
$12.1m 

· Selected Highways 

$  9.1m

· Wireless West 


$  0.1m

· Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme
$  1.2m

In addition, as part of its response to the Regional Telecommunications Inquiry (RTI), the Government announced funding of $14.4m (excluding running costs) over four years to further extend mobile phone coverage in regional Australia.  Of this amount, $1.8m was allocated for the 2003-04 financial year.

As part of the Government’s response to the RTI, an additional $3m (excluding running costs) over four years was allocated to the Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme.  Of this amount, $0.5m was allocated for the 2003-04 financial year.

Overall total of $33.2m is forecast to be expended in 2003-04.

Outcome 3, Output 3.1 





Question: 162

Topic:  Extension of mobile phone coverage
Written Question on Notice 

Senator Mackay asked:

How much Commonwealth money is to be spent on extending mobile phone coverage in each year of the forward estimates?

Answer: 

2004-05:  $10.5m (excl. GST)

· Towns Over 500



$2.3m

· Regional Telecommunications Inquiry
$7.2m

· Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme

$1.0m

2005-06:  $4.6m (excl. GST) 

· Regional Telecommunications Inquiry
$3.6m

· Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme

$1.0m

2005-06:  $2.3m (excl. GST) 

· Regional Telecommunications Inquiry
$1.8m

· Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme

$0.5m

Outcome 3, Output 3.3 





Question: 163

Topic: Access to US Government ICT Market

Written Question on Notice

Senator Lundy asked:

Does the Australian-US Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) exclude Australia's ICT Industry from the operation of the new A-76 Procurement legislation that prevents US Based companies from sending work overseas?

Answer: 

It is expected that the US legislation will be implemented in a manner consistent with the United States’ international obligations.  Therefore, the A-76 Procurement legislation should not operate to prevent work being sent to Australia from overseas.
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