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	ONGOING
	
	
	
	
	

	NON-ONGOING
	
	
	
	
	

	Networking the Nation (NTN) General Fund.
	The NTN General Fund was established to assist the economic and social development of rural Australia by funding projects which:

· Enhance telecommunications infrastructure and services;

· Increase access to, and promote use of, services available through telecommunications networks; and

· Reduce disparities in access to such services and facilities.
	The NTN Program has funded around 750 projects over the life of the program. As at 25 Mar 04 533 projects have been acquitted.  There are 217 active projects still operating in 2003/04.
	Administered 
Allocation

- 2003-04 $21,579,000.

Committed Administered funds

- 2003-04 $19,660,500.

Unspent Administered funds

- 2003-04 $12,788,648.


	The Communications Research Unit within the Communications, Information Technology and the Arts Portfolio is currently conducting an evaluation of the NTN Program.  This evaluation will assess the extent to which the NTN Program has achieved its objectives, as well as ascertain the overall impact of the Program on regional, rural and remote Australia.
	See the answer to QON 142.

Information provided includes all funding for the program. 

	Building Additional Rural Networks (BARN).


	BARN was established to support the development of new networks and new network services and products, with an emphasis on the adoption of innovative solutions and leading edge technologies, and strong participation of new telecommunications carriers and service providers in project implementation.
	This funding is part of the NTN Program (beneficiaries are included in the above information).
	Administered 

Allocation

- 2003-04 $9,005,000

- 2004-05 $5,573,000.

Committed Administered funds

- 2003-04 $9,005,000.

- 2004-05 $3,589,101.

Unspent Administered funds

- 2003-04 $7,519,911

- 2004-05 $5,573,000.

	As above.


	As above.

	Local Government Fund (LGF).


	The LGF was established to support regional and rural local government authorities in using telecommunications to deliver improved services and benefits to their communities.  This will ensure local governments have the opportunity to use advanced telecommunications technologies and networks to provide state of the art services to their communities.
	This funding is part of the NTN Program (beneficiaries are included in the above information).
	Administered 

Allocation

- 2003-04 $12,711,000

- 2004-05 $717,000.

Committed Administered funds

- 2003-04 $12,711,000

- 2004-05 $702,733.

Unspent Administered funds

- 2003-04 $7,943,139

- 2004-05 $717,000.

	As above.
	As above.

	Expanded Mobile Phone Coverage in TAS, WA & SA.


	The EMC was designed to provide a small amount of targeted funding to assist the rollout of mobile phone infrastructure.
	This funding is part of the NTN Program (beneficiaries are included in the above information).
	Administered 

Allocation

- 2003-04 $420,000.

Committed Administered funds

- 2003-04 $414,488.

Unspent Administered funds

· 2003-04 $122,500.

	The Communications Research Unit within the Communications, Information Technology and the Arts Portfolio is currently conducting an evaluation of the NTN Program.  This evaluation will assess the extent to which the NTN Program has achieved its objectives, as well as ascertain the overall impact of the Program on regional, rural and remote Australia.

	As above.

	IT Training/ICT Takeup.


	IT Training/ICT Takeup was established to provide information technology training and support services in rural and remote areas building on the significant funding already provided for these services under the NTN Program.
	Not relevant.  This is a new program.  No information is available.
	Administered 

Allocation

- 2003-04 $1,565,000

- 2004-05 $2,930,000

- 2005-06 $2,730,000

- 2005-06 $1,565,000.

Committed Administered funds
- 2003-04 $0

- 2004-05 $0

- 2005-06 $0

- 2006-07 $0.

Unspent Administered funds

- 2003-04 $1,565,000

- 2004-05 $2,930,000

- 2005-06 $2,730,000

- 2006-07 $1,565,000.

	No. This is a new Program.  The Program is currently being developed and an Evaluation Strategy is being incorporated into its design.
	Not relevant.  This is a new program.  No information is available.



	Building IT Strengths (BITS) – Intelligent Island Program.


	Funding to promote the development of an internationally competitive ICT sector in Tasmania. 
	1 recipient (Tasmanian Government).
	Administered 
Allocation

- 2003-04 $0.

Committed Administered funds

- 2003-04 $0.

Unspent Administered funds

- 2003-04 $0.

	No.
	Not relevant – recipient is State Government.


	Commonwealth Technology Port.


	Funding to assist development of a high-tech precinct within the Melbourne Docklands area.
	1 recipient (Victorian Government).
	Administered 
Allocation

- 2003-04 $0.

Committed Administered funds

- 2003-04 $0.

Unspent Administered funds

· 2003-04 $0.

	No.
	Not relevant – recipient is State Government.

	Societe de Internationale Telecommunications Aeronautiques (SITA).


	Encouragement for SITA to maintain its regional headquarters in Australia by compensating the organisation for certain taxes and duties.
	1 recipient (SITA).
	Administered 

Allocation

- 2003-04 $1,046,000.

Committed Administered funds

- 2003-04 $63,575.

Unspent Administered funds

· 2003-04 $982,425.

	Internal review conducted in 2002/03 which concluded that the objectives of the program had been met.
	SITA is located in the electorate of Sydney.

	Building IT Strengths (BITS) – Incubators.


	Funding support for 10 ICT incubator centres to provide seed funding and business support to promising start-up companies in the ICT sector.
	10 incubator centres.
	Administered 

Allocation

- 2003-04 $11,582,000.

Committed Administered funds

- 2003-04 $11,582,000.

Unspent Administered funds

· 2003-04 $3,333,500.

	External evaluation by the Allen Consulting Group completed in November 2003.  The review concluded that the incubators had performed well in a difficult industry environment but most would not survive without a further period of funding support.
	The 10 incubators are located in the following electorates: Melbourne, North Sydney (2), Fraser, Swan, Sydney, Melbourne, McPherson, Solomon and Adelaide. 




	Building IT Strengths (BITS) – Advanced Networks Program.


	The ANP’s objective is to contribute to the development of advanced network infrastructure in Australia that will deliver long term benefits to the Australian economy.  In pursuit of this objective the program will support progress towards the establishment of a national advanced backbone network.

The ANP funds two projects providing a very high capacity (up to 10 Gigabits per second) network linking Perth, Melbourne, Canberra, Sydney and Brisbane ("CeNTIE" and "GrangeNet").  These networks enable research into and commercialisation of network technologies and emerging high speed broadband applications.  The third ANP project (“m.Net”) is an advanced wireless network which enables research into wireless network technologies and applications.  The ANP program began in 2001 and is in its final year of funding.
	Three projects receive funding between 2001/02 and 2004/05.
	Administered 

Allocation

- 2003-04 $6,580,000.

Committed Administered funds

- 2003-04 $6,580,000.

Committed Administered Funds

- 2003-04 $6,580,000.

Unspent Administered funds

- 2003-04 $2,930,000.

	Yes – Mid-Term Review conducted during 2003. The review’s key findings were that the ANP has performed well against the program’s KPIs and is on track to meet its objective, but some continued funding is necessary to sustain the projects and to support further applications research and development that will exploit the opportunities which the networks present.
	Funding details cannot be apportioned on an electorate basis. The three projects have built national networks and provide national benefits.


	Major ICT – Centre of Excellence.


	The fundamental objectives for funding the ICT Centre of Excellence were to:

· address an identified weakness in long-term strategic research and its consequences for the economy, and 

· lift Australia’s profile as a world-class performer of strategic ICT research.

To achieve these objectives, the Centre aims to: 

· Develop first class ICT research capabilities in existing and emerging fields;

· Increase the availability of high quality ICT research skills by providing post graduate training and attracting ICT researchers from overseas;

· Fully exploit the commercial potential of research outputs; and

· Become a catalyst for the development of networks and clusters of ICT industry activity.
	As a research and research training institute, program funds will have broad national benefits.  

NICTA’s staff projections for 2003-04 are 170.  By 2005-06 NICTA forecasts it will be undertaking around 17 Research Programs and have about 300 staff. 


	Administered 

Allocation

- 2003-04 $11,300,000

- 2004-05 $17,200,000

- 2005-06 $23,500,000.

Committed Administered funds
- 2003-04 $11,300,000

- 2004-05 $17,200,000

- 2005-06 $23,500,000.

Unspent Administered funds

- 2003-04 $11,300,000

- 2004-05 $17,200,000

- 2005-06 $23,500,000.

	No progam evaluations undertaken—program commenced in October 2002.  
	Funding enables research activities to be undertaken in NICTA’s three research nodes located in the Sydney, Kingsford-Smith and Fraser electorates.  Specific breakdown of funding by electorate is not available—program has national benefits.  




	National Communications Fund.


	The NCF’s objective is to achieve significant improvements in service delivery in the education and health sectors through funding large-scale telecommunications projects in regional areas.

Eight successful projects were announced in 2002, and are proceeding with implementation. The eight projects will roll out infrastructure in regional areas of all States and Territories (with the exception of the ACT), which will be used to enhance education and health services.
	Eight projects receiving funding between 2002/03 and 2004/05.
	Administered 

Allocation

- 2003-04 $27,300,000

- 2004-05 $11,700,000.

Committed Administered funds

- 2003-04 $27,300,000

- 2004-05 $11,700,000.

Unspent Administered funds

- 2003-04 $22,953,056

- 2004-05 $11,700,000.

Unallocated $0.

	No – Mid-Term Review of the NCF is to be conducted during 2004.
	Funding for NCF cannot be apportioned on an electorate basis; however the main beneficiary electorates for the entire program are listed in the Attachment.

	Untimed Local Calls. 


	$150 million was allocated over 3 years commencing in 2001, for the upgrade of telecommunications infrastructure to extend untimed local calls access and other services to telecommunications consumers in the most remote areas (called extended zones).
	Single contract with Telstra.  Benefits available to all residents of the extended zones (remote areas of Australia).
	Administered 

Allocation

- 2003-04 $30,300,000.

Committed Administered funds

- 2003-04 $30,300,000.

Unspent Administered funds

- 2003-04 *$20,300,000.

	No
	It is not possible to apportion funding on an electorate basis.


	Mobile Phones for Towns Over 500. 


	As part of the Government’s response to the Telecommunications Service Inquiry, $21.8 million was allocated over 3 years for extending terrestrial mobile phone coverage to 132 towns with a population of 500 or more.
	Single contract with Telstra.  Benefits available to residents of, and visitors to, 132 regional towns.
	Administered 

Allocation

- 2003-04 $8,388,000

- 2004-05 $2,327,000.

Committed program funds

- 2003-04 $8,388,000 

- 2004-05 $1,077,775.

Unspent Administered funds unspent

- 2003-04 $8,388,000

- 2004-05 $2,327,000.


	No.
	It is not possible to apportion funding on an electorate basis.  However, towns directly benefiting from the total funding allocation are identified in the Attachment.



	Regional Mobile Phone Program. 


	As part of the Government’s response to the Telecommunications Service Inquiry:

· $18.8 million was allocated over 2 years for extending terrestrial mobile phone coverage to 55 towns with a  population of less than 500;

· $19.1 million was allocated over 2 years commencing in 2002 to provide mobile phone coverage along 62 lengths of 34 selected regional highways;

· $7 million was allocated over 2 years to provide mobile phone coverage to 45 towns in south-west Western Australia.
· $3.9 million was allocated over 2 years to improve affordability of satellite mobile handsets through the Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme. 

	Single contract with Telstra for each element of the program (other than the Satellite phone Subsidy Scheme).  Benefits available to residents of, and visitors to, 100 regional towns and travellers along 34 regional highways.
See comment below in relation to the existing scheme.
	Administered 

Allocation

- 2003-04 $22,496,000

- 2004-05 $2,347,000.

Committed Administered funds

- 2003-04 $21,965,767

- 2004-05 $0.

Unspent Administered funds

- 2003-04 $14,125,690

- 2004-05 $2,347,000.


	The Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme was reviewed in the context of the recommendation of the Regional Telecommunications Inquiry.  See comment below in relation to the review.
	In relation to the Selected Population Centres, Selected Highways and Wireless West sub-programs, it is not possible to apportion funding on an electorate basis.  Howerver, towns directly benefiting from the total funding allocation are identified.

See comment below in relation to the existing scheme.



	Expansion of Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme. 


	As part of the Government’s response to the Regional Telecommunications Inquiry, $4 million (including administration costs of $1m) has been allocated over 4 years commencing 2003-04 to extend the scope of the existing Scheme that is part of the Regional Mobile Phone Program.  The broadened Scheme commenced on 3 March 2004.
	.  
To the end of February 2004 2,441 people have been approved for subsidies from the Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme.  The total of subsidies paid to the end of February 2004 is $1,343,802.  In the 2003-04 financial year, to the end of February, 1043 people have benefited from the Scheme.  The total subsidies paid for the financial year to the end of February is $650,815.
	Administered 

Allocation

- 2003-04 $500,000

- 2004-05 $1,000,000

- 2005-06 $1,000,000

- 2005-06 $500,000.

Committed Administered funds

- 2003-04 $0

- 2004-05 $0

- 2005-06 $0

- 2006-07 $0.

Unspent Administered funds

- 2003-04 $500,000

- 2004-05 $1,000,000

- 2005-06 $1,000,000

- 2005-06 $500,000.

	The Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme was reviewed in 2003.  The review found that the objective of improved affordability of satellite phones and improved access to mobile telecommunications in areas without access to terrestrial-based mobile phone services has been achieved.  The review recommended that the scheme be broadened to include maritime and aviation users.
	It is not possible to apportion the Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme funding on an electorate basis.




	Expansion Of Terrestrial Mobile Phone Coverage.


	As part of the Government’s response to the Regional Telecommunications Inquiry, $15.9 million (including administration costs of $1.5m) has been allocated over 4 years to further extend mobile phone coverage to small population centres and along highways in regional Australia.
	Not relevant.  This is a new program.  No information is available.
	Administered 
Allocation

- 2003-04 $1,800,000

- 2004-05 $7,200,000

- 2005-06 $3,600,000

- 2006-07 $1,800,000.

Committed Administered funds

- 2003-04 $0

- 2004-05 $0

- 2005-06 $0

- 2006-07 $0.

Unspent Administered funds

- 2003-04 $1,800,000

- 2004-05 $7,200,000

- 2005-06 $3,600,000

- 2006-07 $1,800,000.
	Not relevant.  This is a new program. The Program is currently being developed and an Evaluation Strategy is being incorporated into its design.
	Not relevant.  This is a new program.  No information is available.


