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	ONGOING
	
	
	
	
	

	National Transmission Network – Residual Funding Pool
	The Pool was created as part of the post National Transmission Network (NTN) sale arrangements to ensure a number of Government commitments in relation to transmission arrangements for national, community and remote commercial broadcasters and Radio for the Print Handicapped (RPH) were met.
	Organisations receiving assistance from the Pool are the Community Broadcasting Foundation Ltd (CBF), RPH Australia Cooperative Limited, Golden West Network Pty Limited (GWN), North West Radio Pty Ltd (NWR), Imparja Television Pty Ltd, and the Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC).
	Administered

Allocation:

2003/04 - $681,000

2004/05 - $736,000

2005/06 - $791,000

2006/07 - $1,155,000

Committed:

2003/04 - $681,000 

2004/05 - $653,643*

2005/06 - $653,643*

2006/07 - $591,089*

(*) Actual expenditure will be greater than committed expenditure as indexation is calculated at commencement of the year of payment

Unspent:

2003/04 - $205,973 
	No
	Funding details cannot be provided on an electorate basis for the CBF and RPH Australia projects as these parties distribute funds to other organisations. The Imparja funding of $4,125 in 2003/04 can be attributed to the electorate of Lingiari (NT) and the GWN and NWR funding of $90,750 and $16,290 respectively can be attributed to the electorate of Kalgoorlie (WA). Funding of $39,420 provided to the ABC can be attributed to the electorate of Pearce (WA). All figures exclude GST.

	NON-ONGOING
	
	
	
	
	

	Television Black Spots Program closes 30 June 2005.
	The Television Black Spots Program’s objectives are to provide improved access to television services through cost effective, community wide solutions that benefit the maximum number of households in television Black Spot areas.
	New Services 
Funding approved for 236 communities, benefiting over 62,000 households.

Replacement of Obsolete Equipment 

Funding approved for 182 communities, benefiting over 32,000 households.
	Administered

Allocated:

2003/04 - $12.598m

2004/05 - $10.54m

Committed

2003/04 - $11.580m

2004/05 - $0.819m

Unspent

2003/04 - $3.692m
	Evaluation is currently being conducted internally and should be completed by June 2004.
	An electorate breakdown of details and funds allocated in 03/04 are attached.

	Television Black Spots—Alternative Technical Solutions


	To further improve television reception in regional areas.  Building on the Television Black Spots Program, which supports improved reception through analog retransmission, this program will support the development of alternative reception solutions.
	DTH solutions in two locations will assist 166 households.  Solutions are being developed for a further 28 black spots covering approximately 12,500 households.
	Administered

Allocated:

2003/04—$3.345m

2004/05—$3.510m

2005/06—$4.073m

Committed:

2003/04 - $0.325m

2004/05 - $0

2006/07 - $0

Unspent:

2003/04 - $3.216m


	No
	An electorate breakdown of details and funds allocated in 03/04 are attached.


	Commercial Radio Blackspots Program


	To deliver new or improved commercial radio services to regional and remote communities where it has not been commercially viable for licensees to provide coverage.
	68 projects being undertaken by nine broadcasters have been approved to date. About 100,000 people in the 66 communities will receive new or improved commercial radio services once all projects completed.  Approval pending for a third funding round in 03/04 for projects to serve a further 87,000 people in 38 communities.
	Administered

Allocation:

2003/04 - $2.072m

2004/05 - $1.475m

2005/06 - $0

2006/07 - $0

Committed

2003/04 – $1.460m

2004/05 - $0.387m

2005/06 - $0

2006/07 - $0

Unspent

2003/04 - $1.323m


	No
	Details of projected expenditure for 03/04 by electorate is attached.

	ABC and SBS Digital Interference Scheme
	The ABC and SBS Digital Interference Scheme was established in 2001/02 to reimburse the national broadcasters the actual costs of their agreed level of contribution to the Interference Management Strategy.

The Interference Management Strategy primarily assists consumers to overcome any interference problems associated with the introduction of new digital television services.  The Strategy is administered by Commercial Television Australia (CTVA) on behalf of all participating broadcasters.
	The Department reimburses the ABC and SBS from the Scheme after it receives invoices (or similar documentation) validating the value of their actual contributions to the Interference Management Strategy. 
	Administered

Allocated:

2003/04 – $446,000

2004/05 - $163,000

2005/06 - $100,000

2006/07 - $1,359,000

Committed:

2003/04 - $36,711

Unspent:

2003/04 – $409,289


	There has been no formal evaluation of the Scheme.  However, the Department conducted an informal review of the Scheme’s funding requirements in 2002/03, in consultation with CTVA. $7.391 million was returned to the Budget in that year.
	Funding details cannot be provided on an electorate basis as Scheme payments are used to reimburse the ABC and SBS for the contributions they have made to the Strategy administered by CTVA.

	NetAlert


	NetAlert was established by the Australian Government in 1999 to promote the safe use of the Internet and provide the community with sensible, helpful and reliable advice and information about family-safe use of the Internet.  NetAlert also has research and liaison functions.  NetAlert has a statutory role as the designated body under subclause 58(1) of Schedule 5 of the Broadcasting Services Act 1992, which requires it to be consulted about any relevant industry codes or Australian Broadcasting Authority standards relating to Internet service providers and Internet content hosts.
	NetAlert offers free advisory Internet services and resources to all Australians.

NetAlert also works closely with Commonwealth and State agencies, the Internet industry and community organisations in order to promote Internet safety.
	Administered 

Allocation

2003/04 - $0.572m

2004/05 - $0.546m

2005/06 - $0.546m

2006/07 - $0.035m

Committed

2003/04 - $0.5m

2004/05 - $0.5m

2005/06 - $0.5m

2006/07 - $0

Unspent

2003/04 - $0.072m


	Public awareness of NetAlert and the effectiveness of its public education campaigns are being examined as part of the review of the Online Content Scheme.


	N/A – While NetAlert’s Secretariat is based in Tasmania, it operates as a national program.



	Regional Equalisation Plan (REP) Grant Funding


	Up to $255m is being provided under the REP over a 13 year period to assist regional and remote commercial broadcasters with the introduction of digital television broadcasting services. 
Assistance is provided primarily in the form of capped annual rebates against broadcasters' licence fees (administered within the Australian Broadcasting Authority's budget) supplemented by a small grants component (administered by DCITA).
	During 2003-04 the first of the REP grants payments were made to two regional broadcasters: WIN Television SA and Southern Cross Broadcasting.  

These broadcasters have begun digital broadcasts in their television licence areas of Riverland, South Australia and Broken Hill, NSW.
	Administered

Allocated:

2003/04 – $300,000

2004/05 - $300,000

2005/06 - $300,000

2006/07 - $300,000

Committed:

2003/04 - $300,000

Unspent:

2003/04 – $Nil


	No 
	2003-04 REP grant funding affected the electorates of Parkes (NSW), Barker and Wakefield (SA).  It is not possible to provide a more precise breakdown as REP funding directly affected television licence areas, which cover large geographic areas, and are not consistent with electorate boundaries.
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