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Question: 070

Topic: Australia-US Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) – Audio Visual
Hansard Page: ECITA 78

Senator Lundy asked:

Can you provide any examples of other countries’ trade agreements with the United States where there is an obligation to consult with affected parties before taking measures to ensure the availability of local audio and video content, and provide details of the outcomes?

Answer: 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has advised that it is not aware of any other trade agreement that the United States has concluded which includes specific provisions in the audio visual area that are similar to Australia’s reservation in the AUSFTA, including the provisions on consultation with affected parties.

It is a common feature for trade agreements to include provisions requiring the Parties to provide for consultations with affected parties before particular measures are adopted. However, the final decision on the adoption of a measure resides with the government adopting the measure. 
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Question: 71

Topic: SBS television extensions
Hansard Page: ECITA 80

Senator Mark Bishop asked:

Can you take it on notice and provide me with a list of transmission areas where that 2001 election policy has been implemented since October 2001, and then provide me with a list of towns with a population of between 5,000 and 10,000 that will not be in receipt of SBS TV at the close date of the program, which I think you identified as April this year?  Is that distinction clear?
Answer: 

The following 21 transmission areas have received, or will receive, an SBS analog television extension under the program to extend that service to all regional transmission areas with a population of 5,000 people or more:

	Area Served


	State/Territory
	Area Served


	State/Territory

	Cobar
	NSW
	Katherine
	NT

	Jindabyne
	NSW
	Gisborne
	VIC

	Mudgee
	NSW
	Carnarvon
	WA

	Tumut
	NSW
	Katanning 
	WA

	Young
	NSW
	Kununurra
	WA

	Charters Towers
	QLD
	Mandurah
	WA

	Goondiwindi
	QLD
	Manjimup
	WA

	Moranbah
	QLD
	Narrogin
	WA

	Moranbah Town
	QLD
	Newman
	WA

	Roma
	QLD
	Northam
	WA

	St George
	QLD
	
	


All of the above service extensions are presently scheduled to be completed by the end of April 2004.

Neither the Department nor SBS are aware of any other regional transmission areas that satisfied the criteria for an extension under this program. That criteria required transmission areas to have suitable spectrum available for an SBS analog television extension and the requisite minimum population of 5,000 people (as recorded at the 1996 Census, which was the most recent publicly available Census data at the time the rollout list was being finalised).

Transmission areas are not aligned to State, Shire, town or electorate boundaries and thus their populations are not necessarily solely relevant in determining the total population of the transmission area in which they are wholly or partially located. Transmission areas generally reflect the maximum signal propagation or reach of a broadcasting transmitter and any associated infill translators.

SBS has advised that it is not aware of any transmission areas that recorded a population in excess of 5,000 people at the 2001 Census that will not have access to its analog television service by the end of April 2004.
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Question: 72

Topic: Television Black Spots Program and Television Black Spots - Alternative Technical Solutions 

Hansard Page:  ECITA 81 

Senator Bishop asked:

Can you provide a list of the communities that now have improved TV reception as result of this program?

Answer: 

Television Black Spots Program

Please see below for the list of the communities that now have improved TV reception as result of the Television Black Spots Program:

	NEW TELEVISION SERVICES SELF-HELP RETRANSMISSION

FACILITIES SWITCHED ON (187)

As at 3 March 2004

	No.
	Coordinating Body
	Black Spot

	1
	ACT Department of Urban Services
	Conder

	2
	Alice Springs Town Council
	Mt Nancy

	3
	Angurugu Community Govt Council
	Angurugu

	4
	Armidale Dumaresq Council
	Armidale

	5
	Balonne Shire Council
	Dirranbandi

	6
	Balonne Shire Council
	Bollon

	7
	Banana Shire Council
	Thangool

	8
	Barossa Council
	Lyndoch

	9
	Belyando Shire Council
	Moranbah

	10
	Boonah Shire Council
	Maroon

	11
	Boonah Shire Council
	Mt Alford

	12
	Borroloola Council
	Borroloola

	13
	Break O Day Council
	Break O Day

	14
	Brewarrina Shire Council
	Goodooga

	15
	Brewarrina Shire Council
	Brewarrina

	16
	Bright Rural Self Help TV Committee
	Freeburgh

	17
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Warmun

	18
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Kalumburu

	19
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Yungngora

	20
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Looma

	21
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Beagle Bay

	22
	Burringurrah Community Aboriginal Corporation
	Burringurrah

	23
	Buxton Progress Association Inc
	Marysville Road, Buxton

	24
	Byron Shire Council
	Baywood Chase [Suffolk Park]

	25
	Byron Shire Council
	Ocean Shores

	26
	Cairns City Council
	Redlynch Valley

	27
	Cairns City Council
	Little Mulgrave and Goldsborough Valleys

	28
	Cardwell Shire Council
	Cardwell - Kennedy

	29
	Carrathool Shire Council
	Hillston

	30
	Central Coast Council
	Gunns Plains

	31
	City of Albany
	Youngs Siding & Torbay & Bornholm & Elleker

	32
	City of Albany
	Wellstead

	33
	City of Greater Geelong
	Geelong

	34
	City of Perth
	Perth East

	35
	Coolgardie Shire Council
	Coolgardie

	36
	Cooloola Shire Council
	Cooloola Cove & Tin Can Bay

	37
	Cootamundra Shire Council
	Cootamundra

	38
	Council of the Shire of Beaudesert
	Rathdowney

	39
	Council of the Shire of Beaudesert
	Canungra

	40
	Crows Nest Council
	Crows Nest

	41
	Darbys Falls Progress Association and Urban Landcare Group Inc.
	Darbys Falls

	42
	Derby Community Development Association
	Derby

	43
	Derwent Valley Council
	Maydena

	44
	District Council of Kimba
	Kimba

	45
	District Council of Le Hunte
	Wudinna, Minnipa & Warramboo

	46
	District Council of Orroroo – Carrieton
	Orroroo

	47
	District Council of Streaky Bay
	Streaky Bay & Haslam

	48
	District Council of Streaky Bay
	Poochera

	49
	District Council of Streaky Bay
	Wirrulla, Yantanabie, Cungena, Nunjikompita

	50
	District Council of Streaky Bay
	Sceale Bay & Venus Bay

	51
	District Council of Yankalilla
	Cape Jervis

	52
	District Council of Yankalilla
	Myponga

	53
	District Council of Yorke Peninsula
	Marion Bay, Stenhouse Bay, Foul Bay

	54
	Douglas Shire Council
	Mossman

	55
	Douglas Shire Council
	Daintree Village

	56
	Elliott District Community Govt Council
	Elliott

	57
	Emerald Shire Council
	Anakie

	58
	Emerald Shire Council
	Willows Gemfields

	59
	Emerald Shire Council
	Sapphire & Rubyvale

	60
	Esk Shire Council
	Toogoolawah

	61
	Flinders Ranges Council
	Quorn, SA

	62
	Galiwinku Inc
	Galiwinku

	63
	Gannawarra Shire Council
	Cohuna

	64
	Gapuwiyak Community Inc
	Gapuwiyak

	65
	George Town Council
	Hillwood

	66
	Glengarry, Grawin Sheepyard Miners Ass Inc
	Glengarry & Grawin

	67
	Gracetown Progress Association
	Gracetown

	68
	Great Lakes Council
	Forster

	69
	Greater Taree City Council
	Mt George

	70
	Greenvale Progress Association
	Greenvale

	71
	Gunning Shire Council
	Gunning

	72
	Hastings Council
	Mt Cairncross (Telegraph Point)

	73
	Hastings Council
	Bonny Hills

	74
	Jericho Shire Council
	Jericho

	75
	Jericho Shire Council
	Alpha

	76
	Junee Shire Council
	Junee

	77
	Kardu Numida Inc
	Wadeye

	78
	Kingborough Council
	Neika, Leslie Vale

	79
	Lachlan Shire Council
	Tottenham

	80
	Lachlan Shire Council
	Tullibigeal

	81
	Latrobe City Council
	Boolarra

	82
	Lismore City Council
	East Lismore

	83
	Lithgow City Council
	Portland

	84
	Livingstone Shire Council
	Stanage

	85
	Livingstone Shire Council
	Byfield

	86
	Maclean Shire Council
	Maclean & Ashby

	87
	Mapoon Aboriginal Council
	Mapoon

	88
	Maree Progress Association
	Maree township

	89
	Mareeba Shire Council
	Chillagoe

	90
	Mareeba Shire Council
	Speewah

	91
	Mataranka Community Government Council
	Mataranka

	92
	Meander Valley Council
	Blackstone

	93
	Melrose District Progress Association
	Melrose District

	94
	Merredin Shire Council
	Merredin

	95
	Mid Murray Council
	Swan Reach

	96
	Mid Murray Council
	Mannum

	97
	Mid Murray Council
	Truro Grove

	98
	Mildura Rural City Council
	Murrayville

	99
	Minjilang Community Inc
	Minjilang

	100
	Miriam Vale Shire Council
	Rosedale

	101
	Miriam Vale Shire Council
	Miriam Vale and Boronen

	102
	Moorabool Shire Council
	Lal Lal & Yendon

	103
	Mornington Peninsula Shire
	Rosebud South

	104
	Mount Kembla Translator Association Inc
	Mount Kembla

	105
	Mount Morgan Shire Council
	Mount Morgan

	106
	Mt Remarkable District Council
	Melrose & Wilmington

	107
	Mt Victoria Repeater Assoc Inc
	Ledgerwood and Ringarooma

	108
	Murrindindi Shire Council
	Flowerdale & Hazeldine

	109
	Narrandera Shire Council
	Narrandera

	110
	Nauiyu Nambiyu Community Gov Council
	Nauiyu

	111
	Ngaanyatjarra Council
	Tjun tjuntjara

	112
	Nganmarriyanga Community Inc.
	Palumpa

	113
	Nundle Shire Council
	Nundle

	114
	Parkes Shire Council
	Peak Hill

	115
	Penong Progress Association
	Penong

	116
	Prevelly Wilderness Progress Association
	Prevelly Park

	117
	PY Media
	Amata

	118
	PY Media
	Umuwa

	119
	PY Media
	Indulkana

	120
	PY Media
	Fregon

	121
	PY Media
	Mimili

	122
	PY Media
	Docker River

	123
	Quilpie Shire Council
	Quilpie

	124
	Regional Council of Goyder
	Eudunda

	125
	Shire of Ashburton
	Tom Price

	126
	Shire of Ashburton
	Paraburdoo

	127
	Shire of Ashburton
	Onslow Township

	128
	Shire of Boddington
	Boddington

	129
	Shire of Bruce Rock
	Bruce Rock

	130
	Shire of Carnarvon
	Carnarvon townsite

	131
	Shire of Coorow
	Leeman

	132
	Shire of Coorow
	Coorow

	133
	Shire of Dalwallinu
	Dalwallinu

	134
	Shire of Denmark
	Denmark

	135
	Shire of Denmark
	Peaceful Bay

	136
	Shire of Gnowangerup
	Gnowangerup

	137
	Shire of Gnowangerup
	Ongerup

	138
	Shire of Gnowangerup
	Borden

	139
	Shire of Irwin
	Dongara

	140
	Shire of Jerramungup
	Jerramungup

	141
	Shire of Jerramungup
	Point Henry (Bremer Bay Sth)

	142
	Shire of Jerramungup
	Gairdner

	143
	Shire of Jerramungup
	Bremer Bay

	144
	Shire of Kellerberrin
	Kellerberrin

	145
	Shire of Kojonup
	Muradup

	146
	Shire of Kulin
	Kulin

	147
	Shire of Manjimup
	Walpole

	148
	Shire of Manjimup
	Manjimup

	149
	Shire of Mt Marshall
	Bencubbin

	150
	Shire of Mt Marshall
	Beacon

	151
	Shire of Mullewa
	Mullewa

	152
	Shire of Narembeen
	Narembeen

	153
	Shire of Roebourne
	Baynton

	154
	Shire of Tambellup
	Tambellup

	155
	Shire of Yarra Ranges
	Monbulk

	156
	Shire of Yarra Ranges
	Healesville

	157
	Shire of Yilgarn
	Marvel Loch

	158
	Surf Coast Shire Council
	Anglesea and Aireys Inlet

	159
	Surf Coast Shire Council
	Lorne and Moggs Creek and Fairhaven

	160
	Sutherland Shire Council
	Woronora

	161
	Tasman Council
	Eaglehawk Neck

	162
	Tenterfield Shire Council
	Bolivia

	163
	Tenterfield Shire Council
	Drake

	164
	Thuringowa City Council
	Kelso

	165
	Timber Communities Australia
	Meander

	166
	Timber Creek Community Gov. Council
	Timber Creek

	167
	Tourism Thredbo
	Thredbo

	168
	Townsville City Council
	Alligator Creek & Mt Elliot

	169
	Tumut Shire Council
	Batlow

	170
	Tumut Shire Council
	Adelong

	171
	Umbakumba Community Council Inc
	Umbakumba

	172
	Upper Kiewa Valley Translator Comm Inc
	Mount Beauty

	173
	Uralla Shire Council
	Uralla

	174
	Walangeri Ngumpinku Community Government Council
	Walangeri

	175
	Wambo Shire Council
	Bell

	176
	Waratah-Wynyard Council
	Sisters Beach

	177
	Warlpiri Media Association
	Nyirripi

	178
	Warlpiri Media Association
	Laramba

	179
	Warrnambool City Council
	Warrnambool

	180
	Warroo Shire Council
	Warroo

	181
	Warruwi Community Inc
	South Goulburn Island

	182
	Watiyawanu Community Government Council
	Mt Liebig

	183
	Whitsunday Shire Council
	Flame Tree and Jubilee Pocket

	184
	Whitsunday Shire Council
	Dingo Beach and Hideaway Bay

	185
	Yalata Community Inc.
	Yalata community

	186
	Yallaroi Shire Council
	Gravesend and  Warialda

	187
	Yarrabah Aboriginal Council
	Yarrabah


	REPLACEMENT OF OBSOLETE EQUIPMENT AT EXISTING SELF-HELP RETRANSMISSION SITES SWITCHED ON (179)

As at 3 March 2004

	No.
	Coordinating Body
	Black Spot

	1
	Adelaide Hills Council
	Mt Gould

	2
	Alawa Aboriginal Corporation
	Hodgson Downs

	3
	Ali Curung Council Association Inc
	Ali Curung

	4
	AMOS Aboriginal Corporation
	Mt Margaret

	5
	Anmatjere Community Government Council
	Nturiya

	6
	Anmatjere Community Government Council
	Ti Tree

	7
	Anmatjere Community Government Council
	Pmara Jutunta

	8
	Aramac Shire Council
	Aramac

	9
	Aramac Shire Council
	Muttaburra

	10
	Aurukun Shire Council
	Aurukun

	11
	Badu Island Council
	Badu Island

	12
	Balonne Shire Council
	Bollon

	13
	Balonne Shire Council
	Dirranbandi

	14
	Bamaga Island Council
	Bamaga Island

	15
	Banana Shire Council
	Cracow

	16
	Barcoo Shire Council
	Jundah

	17
	Barcoo Shire Council
	Windorah

	18
	Barossa Council
	Angaston

	19
	Batchelor Institute of Indigenous Tertiary Education
	Batchelor

	20
	Boigu Island Council
	Boigu Island

	21
	Borroloola Council
	Borroloola

	22
	Boulia Shire Council
	Boulia

	23
	Bright Rural Self Help TV Committee
	Freeburgh

	24
	Broadsound Shire Council
	St Lawrence

	25
	Broadsound Shire Council
	Clairview

	26
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Oombulgurri

	27
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Jigalong

	28
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	One Arm Point

	29
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Djarindjin

	30
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Looma

	31
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Lagrange

	32
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Balgo

	33
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Warmun

	34
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Yandeearra

	35
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Kalumburu

	36
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Yungngora

	37
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Yiylii

	38
	Broome Aboriginal Media Association
	Beagle Bay

	39
	Burringurrah Community Aboriginal Corporation
	Burringurrah

	40
	Coconut Island Council
	Coconut Island

	41
	Corangamite Shire
	Port Campbell

	42
	Cue Shire
	Cue

	43
	Daguragu Community Council
	Daguragu

	44
	Dargo TV Management Group Inc.
	Mt Thompson

	45
	Darnley Island Council
	Darnley Island

	46
	Dauan Island Council
	Dauan Island

	47
	Davenport Community Council Incorporated
	Davenport

	48
	District Council of Coober Pedy
	Coober Pedy

	49
	District Council of Streaky Bay
	Wirrulla Hill

	50
	District Council of Streaky Bay
	Streaky Bay

	51
	District Council of Streaky Bay
	Mt Hall

	52
	Doomadgee Media Association Inc.
	Doomadgee

	53
	Douglas Daly Research Farm
	Douglas Daly Research Farm

	54
	Galiwinku Inc
	Galiwinku

	55
	Gapuwiyak Community Inc
	Gapuwiyak

	56
	Glendambo & District Progress Assoc. Inc.
	Glendambo

	57
	Harrietville Television Inc.
	Cavalier Spur

	58
	Ikuntji Community Council Inc.
	Ikuntji

	59
	Imanpa Community Council Inc
	Imanpa

	60
	Injinoo Community Council
	Injinoo

	61
	Isisford Shire Council
	Yaraka

	62
	Jamieson Community Group and Assoc. Bodies Inc.
	Jamieson

	63
	Jericho Shire Council
	Jericho

	64
	Kardu Numida Inc
	Wadeye

	65
	Katherine Town Council
	Katherine

	66
	Kowanyama Aboriginal Council
	Kowanyama

	67
	Kubin Community Council
	Kubin

	68
	Kunbarllanjnja Community Government Council
	Oenpelli

	69
	Lockhart River Aboriginal Council
	Lockhart River

	70
	Ltyentye Apurte Community Government Council
	Santa Teresa

	71
	Mabuiag Island Council
	Mabuiag Island

	72
	Maningrida Council Inc.
	Maningrida

	73
	Mareeba Shire Council
	Chillagoe

	74
	McKinlay Shire Council
	Julia Creek

	75
	Milikapiti Community Government Council
	Milikapiti

	76
	Minjilang Community Inc
	Minjilang

	77
	Mitta Valley Community TV Inc.
	Sugarloaf

	78
	Mount Isa City Council
	Mt Isa

	79
	Murweh Shire Council
	Morven

	80
	Murweh Shire Council
	Augathella

	81
	Murweh Shire Council
	Charleville

	82
	New Mapoon Aboriginal Council
	New Mapoon

	83
	Ngaanyatjarra Council
	Kiwirrkurra

	84
	Ngaanyatjarra Council
	Patjarr

	85
	Ngaanyatjarra Council
	Jameson

	86
	Ngaanyatjarra Council
	Wingellina

	87
	Ngaanyatjarra Council
	Tjuntjuntara

	88
	Ngaanyatjarra Council
	Wanarn

	89
	Ngaanyatjarra Council
	Warburton

	90
	Ngaanyatjarra Council
	Tjukurla

	91
	Ngaanyatjarra Council
	Coonana

	92
	Ngaanyatjarra Council
	Blackstone

	93
	Ngaanyatjarra Council
	Warakurna

	94
	Ngaanyatjarra Council
	Tjirrkarli

	95
	Ngaanyatjarra Council
	Cosmo Newbery

	96
	Nganmarriyanga Community Inc.
	Palumpa

	97
	Nhulunbuy Corporation Ltd.
	Nhulunbuy

	98
	Nyirripi Community Council Inc
	Nyirripi

	99
	Oak Valley (Maralinga) Inc.
	Oak Valley

	100
	Paroo Shire Council
	Yowah

	101
	Paroo Shire Council
	Eulo

	102
	Peppimenarti Community Council
	Peppimenarti

	103
	Pirlangimpi Community Government Council
	Pularumpi

	104
	Pormpuraaw Community Council
	Pormpuraaw

	105
	Prevelly Wilderness Progress Association
	Prevelly Park

	106
	PY Media
	Balfours

	107
	PY Media
	Ernabella

	108
	PY Media
	Finke

	109
	PY Media
	Fregon

	110
	PY Media
	Indulkana

	111
	PY Media
	Kalka

	112
	PY Media
	Kenmore Park

	113
	PY Media
	Amata

	114
	PY Media
	Mimili

	115
	PY Media
	Nyapari

	116
	PY Media
	Pipalyatjara

	117
	PY Media
	Umuwa

	118
	PY Media
	Walatina

	119
	PY Media
	Watarru

	120
	PY Media
	Watinuma

	121
	PY Media
	Kanpi

	122
	PY Media
	Docker River

	123
	Quilpie Shire Council
	Quilpie

	124
	Ramingining Community Council Inc
	Ramingining

	125
	Richmond Shire Council
	Richmond

	126
	Roma Town Council
	Roma

	127
	Saibai Island Council
	Saibai Island

	128
	Seisia Island Council
	Seisia Island

	129
	Shire of Boddington
	Boddington

	130
	Shire of Coorow
	Greenhead

	131
	Shire of Coorow
	Leeman

	132
	Shire of Coorow
	Coorow

	133
	Shire of East Pilbara
	Marble Bar

	134
	Shire of East Pilbara
	Nullagine

	135
	Shire of Gnowangerup
	Ongerup

	136
	Shire of Gnowangerup
	Gnowangerup

	137
	Shire of Jerramungup
	Gairdner

	138
	Shire of Jerramungup
	Jerramungup

	139
	Shire of Jerramungup
	Bremer Bay

	140
	Shire of Kent
	Pingrup

	141
	Shire of Kondinin
	Kondinin

	142
	Shire of Kondinin
	Hyden

	143
	Shire of Kulin
	Kulin

	144
	Shire of Lake Grace
	Lake King

	145
	Shire of Lake Grace
	Lake Grace

	146
	Shire of Lake Grace
	Newdegate

	147
	Shire of Meekatharra
	Meekatharra

	148
	Shire of Mount Magnet
	Mt Magnet

	149
	Shire of Mt Marshall
	Beacon

	150
	Shire of Mt Marshall
	Bencubbin

	151
	Shire of Mukinbudin
	Mukinbudin

	152
	Shire of Wyndham - East Kimberley
	Kununurra

	153
	Shire of Yalgoo
	Yalgoo

	154
	Spring Creek TV Repeater Group
	Tallangatta

	155
	St Pauls Island Council
	St Pauls

	156
	Tapatjatjaka Community Government Council
	Tapatjatjaka

	157
	Taroom Shire Council
	Wandoan

	158
	Taroom Shire Council
	Taroom

	159
	Tiwi Islands Local  Government
	Nguiu

	160
	Trayning Shire
	Trayning

	161
	Tumbarumba Shire Council
	Tumbarumba

	162
	Umagico Aboriginal Council
	Umagico

	163
	Upper Kiewa Valley Translator Comm Inc
	Mount Beauty

	164
	Urapuntja Council Aboriginal Corp.
	Urapuntja

	165
	Walungurru Community Council Aboriginal Corp
	Kintore

	166
	Warlpiri Media Association
	Willowra

	167
	Warlpiri Media Association
	Yuendumu

	168
	Warlpiri Media Association
	Laramba

	169
	Warraber Island Council
	Warraber Island

	170
	Warruwi Community Inc
	Goulburn Island

	171
	Watiyawanu Community Government Council
	Mt Liebig

	172
	Westonia Shire
	Westonia

	173
	Woodlands Hill Community Television  Repeater Group Inc.
	Woodlands Hill

	174
	Wugularr Community Government Council
	Wugularr

	175
	Wujal Wujal Aboriginal Council
	Wujal Wujal

	176
	Yam Island Community Council
	Yam Island

	177
	Yantjarrwu Outstation Resource Centre Aboriginal Corporation 
	Wudykapildiya

	178
	Yorke Island Council
	Yorke Island

	179
	Yugul Mangi Community Government Council
	Ngukurr


Television Black Spots - Alternative Technical Solutions

Following digital signal testing, adequate digital signals were found in Woy Woy South and Bacchus Marsh. No additional solution is required in these communities.

The Minister has approved funding for direct to home satellite reception equipment (DTH) for Mingoola/Glenlyon and Woomargama.

Outcome 3, Output 3.2 





Question: 73

Topic: Television Black Spots Program and Television Black Spots - Alternative Technical Solutions 

Hansard Page: ECITA 82

Senator Bishop asked:

Do you have a page reference?  Take on notice how much money was to be allocated in the 2003-04 budget for television black spot funding in both the budget papers and the PBS and if there has been any additional funding or variation funding since the 2003-04 budget papers. Let us get our figures right. I presume those figures have the forward estimates figures as well. Could you take that on notice?

Answer: 

Television Black Spots Program

The Television Black Spots Program funding is referred to in the table on page 58 of the Portfolio Additional Estimates Statements 2003-04 under the entry "Television Fund." 

The 2003-04 Budget, additional estimates and revised estimates figures for the Television Black Spots Program are:

	2003–04   

Budget                     

$m
	2003-04

Additional Estimates

$m
	2003-04 

Revised Estimates 

$m

	5.529
	7.069
	12.598


The 2004-05 forward estimates figure is $10.540 million. This figure does not appear in the 2003-04 Portfolio Budget Statements or Portfolio Additional Estimates Statements.
Television Black Spots - Alternative Technical Solutions

The Television Black Spots - Alternative Technical Solutions program funding is referred to in the table on page 58 of the Portfolio Additional Estimates Statements 2003-04 under the entry "Television Black Spots - Alternative Technical Solutions."
The 2003-04 Budget, Additional Estimates and Revised Estimates figures for the Television Black Spots - Alternative Technical Solutions program are:

	2003–04

Budget

$m
	2003-04

Additional Estimates

$m
	2003-04

Revised Estimates

$m

	8.222
	-4.877
	3.345


The 2004-05 forward estimates figure is $3.510 million. This figure does not appear in the 2003-04 Portfolio Budget Statements or Portfolio Additional Estimates Statements.

The 2005-06 forward estimates figure is $4.073 million.

Outcome 3, Output 3.2 





Question: 74

Topic: Commercial Radio Blackspots Program

Hansard Page: ECITA 83

Senator Bishop asked:

Do you mind taking on notice:

1. The 37 areas that were identified by Minister Alston for funding for the radio black spots program.

2. When each of these areas applied for approval.

3. When approval was given.

4. When that approval was communicated to the applicant organisation.

5. The progress in terms of payments and work that has been commenced up to conclusion of each of the 37 programs.

Answer: 

1. 
In May 2003 the then Minister for Communications, Information Technology and the Arts, Senator Richard Alston, approved 37 projects in 36 communities for funding under the first round of the Commercial Radio Blackspots Program. The communities included in the first funding round were:

Alpha, Banana, Barcaldine, Blackall, Collinsville, Cooktown, Dirranbandi, Julia Creek, Karumba, Monto, Mossman, Normanton, Richmond, St George, Tambo, Weipa and Winton in Queensland.

Cabramurra, Crookwell, Khancoban and Talbingo in New South Wales.

Corryong (x2), Falls Creek, Kaniva/Nhill and Omeo in Victoria.

Argyle, Cue, Dalwallinu, Eneabba, Jurien Bay, Kalbarri, Lancelin, Leeman, Leinster, Meekatharra and Perenjori in Western Australia.

2.
The establishment of the Commercial Radio Blackspots Program fulfilled a 2001 election commitment by the Government. The Program was based on 142 blackspot communities (including the 37 in the first funding round) identified by the relevant commercial radio licensee and nominated in a 2001 industry submission from the Federation of Australian Radio Broadcasters (now known as Commercial Radio Australia).
3.
The then Minister for Communications, Information Technology and the Arts, Senator Richard Alston approved funding for the 37 projects on 8 May 2003.

4.
The broadcasters were advised of the Minister’s decision by letter on 8 May 2003. The Minister also announced the funding through a Media Release on 9 May 2003.

5.
Financial assistance under the Program for each blackspot project is provided to the relevant commercial radio broadcaster under a contractual agreement. The agreement provides for a first payment of 50% of the approved funding to be made when the agreement is entered into, with the balance to be paid on completion of the project. First payments for the 37 projects were made in June 2003 on receipt of the signed funding agreements.

Progress reports have been received for each project at 3 monthly intervals.

Sixteen projects and the satellite uplink project have been completed and final payments either have been made or are in the process of being finalised. One project was terminated by the broadcaster following the withdrawal of local community support for the project. The remaining 20 projects are expected to be completed before 30 June 2004.

Outcome 3, Output 3.2 





Question: 75

Topic: Commercial Radio Blackspots Program

Hansard Page: ECITA 83

Senator Bishop asked:

The number of areas that have been deleted from the original figure of 142, and the reasons for those deletions.

Answer: 

A total of 26 projects have been deleted from the original figure of 142:

· Seventeen projects were cancelled by broadcasters. It is understood that this generally followed the withdrawal or lack of local community financial support for the operating costs of the transmission site.

· Five projects were completed by broadcasters prior to the Program commencing in 2002-03.  

· Four projects were ineligible because the proposal was for a service outside the licensee’s licence area.
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Question: 76

Topic: Commercial Radio Blackspots Program

Hansard Page: ECITA 84

Senator Bishop asked:

Can you give us details of which communities now have improved radio reception as a result of this program?

Answer: 

Projects have been completed in 16 communities. The following communities now have access to new or improved commercial radio services:

Alpha, Collinsville, Cooktown, Julia Creek, Karumba, Normanton, Richmond and Weipa in Queensland.

Dalwallinu, Eneabba, Jurien Bay, Kalbarri, Lancelin, Leeman, Leinster and Perenjori in Western Australia.

The 20 projects for the remaining 19 communities are expected to be completed before 30 June 2004.
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Question: 77

Topic: Community Broadcasting
Hansard Page: ECITA 84

Senator Bishop asked:

As part of the election platform commitment in October 2001, the government undertook to maintain community broadcasting funding in real terms…Where is that at?…Can you take this on notice and give me a table showing the funding allocation in the 2000-01 financial year? Can you update that in real terms for each successive financial year since then and then can you put in the table the amount that has been allocated, the PBS reference and the amount that has been expended in each of the subsequent years?

Answer:
Funding provided to the Community Broadcasting Foundation Ltd

	
	2000-01 ($m)
	2001-02 ($m)
	2002-03 ($m)
	2003-04 ($m)

	2000-01 actual and projection in real terms into forward years
	$4.904
	$5.031
	$5.177
	$5.312

	Actual allocations
	$4.904
	$5.031
	$5.177
	$5.312

	Expenditure
	$4.904
	$5.031
	$5.177
	$3.606 (YTD)


Notes:

1. All figures are GST exclusive and include an annual transmission subsidy from the National Transmission Network Residual Funding Pool (NTNRFP).

2. The final payment for 2003-04 is due in April 2004.

3. The Minister has recently agreed to increase the annual transmission subsidy from the NTNRFP by $0.063m plus GST, indexed, for three years commencing in 2003-04 (not reflected in the table). 

4. One-off project funding not reflected in the table includes:
2000-01 - $0.503m (second payment) for the Contemporary Music Initiative for 

Community Broadcasting;

2002-03  - $0.120m for quantitative audience research; and

2003-04 - $0.150m for qualitative audience research.

5. The community broadcasting program is not presented as a separate line in the Portfolio Budget Statements (PBS). It is included under Departmental appropriations - 2000-01, page 41, Output 2.1; 2001-02, page 50, Output 2.1; 2002-03, page 47, Output 2.1; and 2003-04, page 61, Output 3.2.

6. The NTNRFP is presented as a separate line in the PBS under Annual Administered appropriations - 2000-01, page 41; 2001-02, page 50; 2002-03, page 47; and 2003-04, page 60.

7. The PBS references for the one-off audience research projects are the same as those for note 5, and the PBS reference for the one-off Contemporary Music Initiative for Community Broadcasting project (which totalled $1.5m) is included under Annual Administered appropriations under the Cultural Development Assistance Program - 
2000-01, page 26.

Funding provided to RPH Australia Co-operative Limited

Indexation is applied to this funding in accordance with a formula specified in a Transmission Services Agreement between RPH Australia Co-operative Limited (formerly Australian Council for the Print Handicapped Cooperative Limited) and other Radio for the Print Handicapped organisations, and Broadcast Australia Pty Ltd (the successor of ntl Australia Pty Ltd).

	
	2000-01 ($m)
	2001-02 ($m)
	2002-03 ($m)
	2003-04 ($m)

	Actual allocations
	$0.361
	$0.375
	$0.384
	$0.392

	Expenditure
	$0.361
	$0.375
	$0.384
	$0.282 (YTD)


Notes:

1. This funding is provided as an annual transmission subsidy from the NTNRFP.

2. All figures are GST exclusive.

3. The final payment for 2003-04 is due in April 2004.

4. As noted above, the NTNRFP is presented as a separate line in the PBS under Annual Administered appropriations - 2000-01, page 41; 2001-02, page 50; 2002-03, page 47; and 2003-04, page 60.
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Question: 78

Topic: Community Broadcasting
Hansard Page: ECITA 86

Senator Mark Bishop asked:

[In relation to community television] We have gone essentially from temporary licences to effectively permanent licences to operate these, haven’t we?

Answer:
Since 1994, community television (CTV) has operated in Australia on a trial basis as open narrowcasting television services using the vacant sixth television channel (Channel 31). Under the trial, operators were limited to temporary licences renewable every twelve months.   Trials are currently continuing in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth and Lismore. The ABA has also identified a preferred operator for a proposed twelve month CTV trial service in Adelaide.

Late in 2002, after extensive public consultation, the Parliament passed legislation establishing a new licensing framework for the CTV sector based on existing community broadcasting licensing provisions in the Broadcasting Services Act 1992 (BSA). 

Under section 89 of the BSA community broadcasting licences remain in force for five years. The legislation gives the ABA greater discretion to review community broadcasting licences when deciding to renew them (see section 91(2A)). This discretion extends to CTV licences, so that these licences, along with community radio broadcasting licences, might better be described as ‘long-term’ than ‘permanent’.

In February 2003 the Australian Broadcasting Authority (ABA) invited applications for long-term community television (CTV) licences in the Brisbane, Melbourne, Sydney and Perth markets. The ABA allocation process has been prolonged because of legal complications with arrangements entered into by some of the licence applicants.
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Question: 79

Topic: Community Broadcasting
Hansard Page: ECITA 86

Senator Mark Bishop asked:

The Government also had in their election policy in 2001 to examine and strengthen the Indigenous broadcasting sector. What happened arising from that undertaking? … If you could take these questions on notice:  flowing from that commitment, what examination was conducted;  who participated in that examination;  who was the author or who were authors of any reports; when were the reports, if any, delivered to government; are the reports publicly available; if not, could copies be provided to the committee; has there been any outcome deriving from an examination; if so, what is that outcome; what processes have been put in place to give effect to it; what funding allocations, if any, have been provided to give effect to government commitments in the Indigenous broadcasting sector area; and where can we find those budget allocations in the budget papers or the PBS if they do exist? … Essentially it is a status report I think. 

Answer:
Following the 2001 election the Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts held a series of discussions with officers from the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission. Under clause 60(1)(k) of Schedule 4 to the Broadcasting Services Act 1992 a review is required to be conducted before 1 January 2005 of the viability of creating an Indigenous television broadcasting service and the regulatory arrangements that should apply to the digital transmission of such a service in the broadcasting services bands. It was agreed that, given this statutory requirement, the review would be the appropriate vehicle to consider issues arising from the Government’s undertaking. 

The Department is currently drafting a discussion paper for distribution to stakeholders. Departmental officers, together with officials from ATSIS, if that can be arranged, are proposing to conduct face to face meetings with stakeholders around Australia within the next few months. The review is expected to be completed before the end of 2004. A report will be tabled in both Houses of the Parliament.

The independent funding body for the community broadcasting sector, the Community Broadcasting Foundation (CBF), is being provided with $621,211 excluding GST for Indigenous community broadcasting in 2003-04. In 2002 the CBF reviewed its guidelines to increase support for the production of Indigenous programs, and widened the eligibility criteria for Indigenous grants to include Broadcasting for Remote Indigenous Communities (BRACS) stations.
The community broadcasting program is not presented as a separate line in the Portfolio Budget Statements (PBS). It is included under Output 3.2 of Departmental appropriations at page 61 of the 2003-04 PBS. 

In 2003-04 $4,125 ex GST is also being provided to Imparja Television Pty Ltd to assist with the transmission of a remote commercial television service to Alice Springs and Leigh Creek in the Northern Territory.
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Question: 80

Topic: Australia-US Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) – Audio Visual

Written Question on Notice 

Senators Lundy and Mackay asked:

Can the Department or Minister state what the outcome of the Australian-US Free Trade Agreement will be on local content regulations for the commercial broadcasting sector?

Answer: 

Refer to Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology and the Arts Legislation Committee Hansard of Monday 16 February 2004, page 73 (attached).

Monday, 16 February 2004 
Senate—Legislation 
ECITA 73


Senator MARK BISHOP—First off, I want to talk about the impact of the Australia-US free trade agreement on broadcasting. Firstly, can you outline what the outcomes of the FTA with the US will be for the local content regulation for the commercial broadcasting sector?


Mr Cameron—The US-Australia free trade agreement contains a chapter relating to trade in services, which establishes a range of general commitments in relation to free trade in services. That chapter also has attached to it a number of reservations that Australia—and, in some cases, the US—has made in relation to particular sectors of the economy. In relation to the audiovisual sector, the agreement includes reservations that preserve, in relation to commercial free-to-air broadcasting, the existing Australian content quota obligations which apply to commercial free-to-air television networks, including the associated subquotas that are attached. It also includes a reservation which would enable—should they be allowed in the future—those Australian quota obligations to be extended to multichannels, up to two channels, or, in circumstances where a broadcaster provides a larger number of channels, they can be extended to three channels where those channels represent no more than 20 per cent of the channels being offered by that broadcaster. There is also a reservation in relation to commercial free-to-air radio services, which enables Australian quota obligations to continue to be applied and to be applied up to a level of 25 per cent of broadcast time. There is also a reservation in relation to advertising on commercial free-to-air television, which reserves the existing Australian content quota of 80 per cent and again would allow that to be extended to up to three commercial free-to-air multichannels.


Senator LUNDY—On the issue of subquotas within the definitions across the various media, what detail is available about how the subquota restrictions apply or whether the subquotas have been preserved?


Mr Cameron—Subquotas currently apply in relation to commercial free-to-air television, and the reservation allows those subquotas to continue and to be adjusted within the total 55 per cent Australian quota obligation.


Senator LUNDY—What about, say, the multichannel, where the FTA identifies a cap for multichannelling? What about subquotas within that percentage?


Mr Cameron—Again, those subquotas can be extended to additional channels where free-to-air multichannelling is allowed, up to two channels or three if the three represent no more than 20 per cent of the total number of channels being offered by the broadcaster.


Senator LUNDY—So they are constrained to only two or perhaps three additional multichannels. The remainder of the multichannels, if they eventuated, would not have any Australian content requirements. Is that correct?


Mr Cameron—It is correct that those channel number limits exist in the reservation, yes.


Senator LUNDY—In terms of the detail available, what information are you currently working from and is that more information than is currently available?


Ms Williams—The department actually has a draft of the agreement. As you know, the text of the drafts are not available to the parliament or to the public and, as is the normal practice in treaties, both government parties to the treaty need to ensure that the final versions of the text accurately reflect the outcome of the negotiations that were concluded last week. 

There is a process which has been commented on already which is known as legal scrubbing. This process has already begun, in order to make sure that there is consistency of language across the chapters negotiated by the different teams of negotiators and to pick up any inaccuracies or typographical sorts of errors. The hope is that this process, at least in its first stage, can be completed quite quickly—a preliminary scrub—and that the text will be available, tabled in parliament and submitted to the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties following this preliminary scrub. It is expected to be concluded by late February or early March.


Senator Kemp—My understanding is that those involved can claim that this will be what they call historically a comparatively rapid process compared with other treaties of similar importance and complexity. My understanding is that what is happening here is a normal process and that we have to go through this process of legal scrubbing and do the things that Secretary Williams indicated. There is no attempt to hide information, but we have got to make sure that both sides have an agreed text. That text will then be tabled in parliament, as Secretary Williams said. My understanding is that the text will also be available on the DFAT web site, with plain English explanatory notes. There is no attempt not to inform people; obviously, we understand it is important for certainty that this text be out as soon as possible, but it has got to be the version that both sides agree on.
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Question: 81

Topic: Australia-US Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) – Audio Visual

Written Question on Notice 

Senators Lundy and Mackay asked:

(a) Will Australia maintain the ability to enact local content restrictions of its choice for future digital television channels, yes or no?
(b) Will there be a restriction on the amount of local content able to be regulated for on digital television channels and if so what is that restriction?

Answer: 

(a) and (b)
The Australian Government has preserved the transmission quota for local content on free to air commercial digital television at its current level of 55 per cent. In the event that the Australian Government allows free to air commercial television broadcasters to offer multiple digital television channels, the current requirement for single channel free to air services can be applied to two channels or 20 per cent of the number of channels (whichever is greater). The 55 per cent quota cannot apply to more than three free to air digital television channels. Subquotas for particular program formats (eg. drama, documentary) may be applied within the 55 per cent quota.

Outcome 3, Output 3.2 





Question: 82

Topic: Australia-US Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) – Audio Visual

Written Question on Notice 

Senators Lundy and Mackay asked:

(a) Will Australia maintain the ability to enact local content restrictions of its choice for future television multi-channels, yes or no?
(b) Will there be a restriction on the amount of local content on television multi-channels able to be regulated for and if so what is that restriction?

Answer: 

(a) and (b)
See response to Question 81.
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Question: 83

Topic: Australia-US Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) – Audio Visual
Written Question on Notice 

Senators Lundy and Mackay asked:

(a) Will Australia maintain the ability to enact local content restrictions of its choice for the ABC, yes or no?
(b) Will there be a restriction on the amount of local content on the ABC able to be regulated for and if so what is that restriction?

Answer: 

(a) and (b)
There are no current local content requirements relating to the ABC. However, there is nothing in the AUSFTA which would prevent the application of local content requirements to the ABC or any other public broadcasting service. The AUSFTA does not limit the nature or extent of any such requirements that might be applied to the ABC.
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Question: 84

Topic: Australia-US Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) – Audio Visual
Written Question on Notice

Senators Lundy and Mackay asked:

(a) Will Australia maintain the ability to enact local content restrictions in advertising on commercial television and pay television, yes or no?
(b) Will there be a restriction on the amount of local content on advertising on commercial television and pay television and if so what is that restriction?

Answer: 

(a) and (b)
The Australian Government has reserved the capacity to maintain the existing 80 per cent transmission quota for local content on advertising broadcast on free to air commercial television services.


Subscription fees are required to be the predominant source of revenue for pay television licensees. There are no current local content requirements for advertising on pay television and there is no reservation relating to advertising on pay television in the AUSFTA. 
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Question: 85

Topic: Australia-US Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) – Audio Visual
Written Question on Notice

Senators Lundy and Mackay asked:

(a) Will Australia maintain the ability to enact local content restrictions of its choice for pay television channels, yes or no?
(b) Will there be a restriction on the amount of local content on digital television channels and if so what is that restriction?

Answer: 

(a) and (b)
The Australian Government has reserved the capacity to adopt expenditure quotas for local content on pay television channels which are predominantly arts, children’s, documentary, drama and educational programming formats. In regard to each program format, expenditure quotas can be applied at up to 10 per cent.


Further the Government may increase the current 10 per cent expenditure requirement on drama to 20 per cent, if it is found that the 10 per cent requirement is not meeting the Australian Government’s stated objectives.
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Question: 86

Topic: Australia-US Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) – Audio Visual
Written Question on Notice

Senators Lundy and Mackay asked:

a) Will Australia maintain the ability to enact local content restrictions of its choice for Internet or broadband television, yes or no?
(b) Will there be a restriction on the amount of local content on Internet or broadband television and if so what is that restriction?

Answer: 

(a) and (b)
The Australian Government has reserved the capacity, where it makes a finding that Australian audio-visual content is not readily available to consumers, to adopt measures to ensure that access to Australian programming on interactive audio and/or video services (including internet or broadband television) is not unreasonably denied to Australian consumers. Such measures must be implemented through a transparent process permitting participation by affected parties, be based on objective criteria, be the minimum necessary, be no more trade restrictive than necessary, not be unreasonably burdensome and be applied only to a service provided by a company that carries on a business in Australia in relation to the supply of that service.

Outcome 3, Output 3.2 





Question: 87

Topic: Australia-US Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) – Audio Visual

Written Question on Notice

Senators Lundy and Mackay asked:

(a) Will Australia maintain the ability to enact local content restrictions of its choice for radio, yes or no?
(b) Will there be a restriction on the amount of local content on radio and if so what is that restriction?

Answer: 

(a) and (b)
The Australian Government has reserved the capacity to adopt or maintain transmission quotas for local content on commercial radio broadcasting services not exceeding 25 per cent of the programming on individual stations of a service provider. The reservation reflects the current maximum levels of local content required under the commercial radio industry codes of practice. This provision applies to analogue and digital radio services.
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Question: 88

Topic: Australia-US Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) – Audio Visual
Written Question on Notice 

Senators Lundy and Mackay asked:

(a) Will Australia maintain the ability to enact local content restrictions of its choice for digital radio, yes or no?
(b) Will there be a restriction on the amount of local content on digital radio and if so what is that restriction?

Answer: 

(a) and (b)
See response to Question 87. 
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Question: 89

Topic: Australia-US Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) – Audio Visual
Written Question on Notice 

Senators Lundy and Mackay asked:

(a) Will Australia maintain the ability to enact local content restrictions of its choice for Internet radio, yes or no?
(b) Will there be a restriction on the amount of local content on Internet radio and if so what is that restriction?

Answer: 

(a) and (b)
The Australian Government has reserved the capacity, where it makes a finding that Australian audio-visual content is not readily available to consumers, to adopt measures to ensure that access to Australian programming on interactive audio and/or video services (including internet radio services) is not unreasonably denied to Australian consumers. Such measures must be implemented through a transparent process permitting participation by affected parties, be based on objective criteria, be the minimum necessary, be no more trade restrictive than necessary, not be unreasonably burdensome and be applied only to a service provided by a company that carries on a business in Australia in relation to the supply of that service.
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Question: 90

Topic: Australia-US Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) – Audio Visual
Written Question on Notice

Senators Lundy and Mackay asked:

(a) Will Australia maintain the ability to enact local content restrictions of its choice for future unknown broadcasting services, yes or no?
(b) Will there be a restriction on the amount of local content on future unknown broadcasting services and if so what is that restriction?

Answer: 

(a) and (b)
Interactive audio and/or video services are dealt with under Annex II of the AUSFTA. The Australian Government has preserved the flexibility to regulate all such services in the future, whatever form they may take.

The Australian Government has reserved the capacity, where it makes a finding that Australian audio-visual content is not readily available to consumers, to adopt measures to ensure that access to Australian programming on all interactive audio and/or video services (including on future broadcasting services) is not unreasonably denied to Australian consumers. 

Any future measures must be implemented through a transparent process permitting participation by affected parties, be based on objective criteria, be the minimum necessary, be no more trade restrictive than necessary, not be unreasonably burdensome and be applied only to a service provided by a company that carries on a business in Australia in relation to the supply of that service.
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Question: 91

Topic: Satellite-delivered pornographic television in Australia  

Written Question on Notice 

Senator Harradine asked:

Is the Department aware that there are a number of satellite-based pornography channels broadcasting into Australia, including Free XTV (www.free-xtv.r.us), Sexz TV (www.sexz.tv) and Blue Kiss (www.bluekiss.tv)?

Answer: 

The Department is aware of reports that a number of possibly pornographic channels carried by satellite television services may be receivable in Australia. The Department, in consultation with the Australian Broadcasting Authority (ABA) is currently examining the nature and means of delivery of these services.
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Question: 92

Topic: Satellite-delivered pornographic television in Australia  

Written Question on Notice 

Senator Harradine asked:

Are these pornography channels free of Australian ratings restrictions?

Answer: 

A provider of a service that broadcasts programs to Australia from another country has the same obligations under the Broadcasting Services Act 1992 as broadcasters who provide a service locally. This means that the broadcasting of program material that has been refused classification, or has been classified as ‘X’ by the Office of Film and Literature Classification is prohibited.
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Question: 93

Topic: Satellite-delivered pornographic television in Australia  

Written Question on Notice 

Senator Harradine asked:

Does the Australian Government have any regulatory control over the operation of satellite pornography channels, which reach Australia?

Answer: 

See response to Question 92. 
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Question: 94

Topic: Satellite-delivered pornographic television in Australia  

Written Question on Notice

Senator Harradine asked:

Do these channels have Australian owners or operators?  If so, does this give the Government the opportunity to regulate the activities of these broadcasters?

Answer: 

The identity of the providers of these services has yet to be determined. The Department has been consulting with the Australian Broadcasting Authority (ABA) on the nature and means of delivery of these satellite television services. The ABA is considering conducting an investigation into these services.

The provider of a service that broadcasts programs to Australia, whether locally or from an overseas location will be subject to the same obligations under the Broadcasting Services Act 1992 (BSA). The locality of the owners or operators of these channels will not limit the application of the BSA in relation to these services.    
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Question: 95

Topic: Satellite-delivered pornographic television in Australia  

Written Question on Notice 

Senator Harradine asked:

Given the pornography is broadcast via satellites including the Newskies NSS6 satellite, does the Government have the opportunity to negotiate with satellite owners to ensure that Australian ratings restrictions are complied with?

Answer: 

It is not yet clear whether the satellite operator is the provider of the cited services. The Department has been consulting with the Australian Broadcasting Authority (ABA) on the nature and means of delivery of these satellite television services. The ABA is considering conducting an investigation into these services.

Outcome 3, Output 3.2 





Question: 96

Topic: Satellite-delivered pornographic television in Australia  

Written Question on Notice 

Senator Harradine asked:

Is the Department investigating what to do about these pornography channels?  What are the options?

Answer: 

The Department has been consulting with the ABA on the nature and means of delivery of these pornographic satellite television services. The ABA is considering conducting an investigation into these services.
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Question: 176

Topic: Government funding for SBS program acquisition
Hansard Page: ECITA 84

Senator Bishop asked:

The question then is this:  how much additional funding has been allocated to the SBS for the purchase of international programs subsequent to the financial year 2000-01?  Could you provide copies of the reference material in either the budget papers or the PBSs to support that?

Mr Buettel – We will provide that on notice

Answer: 

Additional resources for the SBS for program acquisition

2000-01 PBS p.362


2000-01
2001-02
2002-03

SBS

$2.0m

$2.7m

$3.5m

2003-04 PBS p.550



2003-04
2004-05
2005-06

SBS

$3.6m

$3.7m

$3.7m
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