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Senator Carr asked:

1. Is the program expenditure on track? Please give details of expenditure so far and for the out years.

2.
In his Media release of 31 January 2003, Minister Kemp stated:


The Air Pollution in Major Cities Program that is funded under the Natural Heritage Trust for $16 million over five years, aims to reduce the six major air pollutants (oxides of nitrogen and sulphur, particles, photochemical smog, carbon monoxide and airborne lead) through implementation of a range of national projects on clear air”.

Please detail the progress that has been made in reducing each of the six major pollutants targeted by NHT funding?

3.
Where emissions have increased, detail why this is the case?

4.
Please provide a table comparing (where possible) emissions of each substance for each year of the inventory, including amount of emission, with an explanation of any changes over time. Please do this for each state and for all of Australia?

Answers:

1.
Yes, NPI expenditure is on track.


The National Pollutant Inventory has been in existence since the 1998-1999 reporting year and provides estimated emissions from industry facilities and diffuse sources.

Expenditure, expected expenditure and forward estimates for out years, as outlined in the Commonwealth Environment Expenditure (Budget Statement) for 2002-2003 and earlier statements are as follows:

	Expenditure from budget statements


	Expected expenditure
	Forward estimates

	1998-99
$m
	1999-00
$m
	2000-01
$m
	2001-02
$m
	2002-03
$m
	2003-04
$m
	2004-05
$m

	5.0
	5.1
	3.2
	1.4
	1.4
	1.4
	1.4


2. In 1998, Australia adopted the National Environment Protection Measure for Ambient Air Quality (Air NEPM) that provides national ambient air quality standards for the six major air pollutants, namely carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, photochemical oxidants (measured as ozone), sulfur dioxide, particles (as PM10), and lead.  The goal of the Air NEPM is for all jurisdictions to meet the standards within a 10-year timeframe (i.e. by 2008).

In assessing performance against the standards, the 2001 State of the Environment Report concluded that since 1996, reductions in air pollution (measured as concentrations of pollutants in the air) have seen air quality generally improve or remain constant in most urban areas.


· Since 1995, only Sydney has exceeded the 2008 nitrogen dioxide concentration standard of the NEPM for Ambient Air Quality in urban areas (Refer page 85 2001 SoE Atmosphere Theme Report).

· In urban Australia, sulfur dioxide concentrations are low (refer p85 SoE Atmosphere Theme report)

· Particles (particulate matter i.e. PM10) levels in urban Australia during autumn and winter are above the 2008 NEPM standards. Higher values are experienced in some regional areas due to the effect of woodsmoke (refer p 86 2001 SoE Atmosphere Theme report)

· Concentrations of ozone provide an estimate of photochemical smog. Since the early 1990s, there has been an increase in the number of days that exceed the 2008 ozone NEPM standards in Sydney and Melbourne.

· Carbon monoxide concentrations in most urban areas are trending to below the 2008 NEPM standard but Sydney and Adelaide can exceed the NEPM standards on a seasonal basis (refer to p 83 2001 SoE Atmosphere Theme Report)

· There are no exceedances of the 2008 NEPM standard for airborne lead in any Australian capital city (refer p 84 2001 SoE Atmosphere Theme Report).

States have primary responsibility for meeting the Air NEPM Standards by 2008 and details of State programs should be sought from those jurisdictions. The 

Commonwealth has also acted, through the Natural Heritage Trust funded Air Pollution in Major Cities Program, to target emissions from motor vehicles and woodheaters as these are two of the major sources of air pollution in urban regions.


The Breathe the Benefits Woodsmoke Awareness Program and the Launceston Woodheater Replacement Program (LWRP) addresses the first of these sources. The LWRP has enabled the replacement of almost 1000 polluting woodheaters with cleaner forms of heating.  This has contributed to a 50% reduction in the number of annual exceedances of the national air quality standard for particles in Launceston, with further improvements in regional air quality anticipated.   

Emissions from motor vehicles have been targeted through the development and implementation of national fuel quality standards under the Fuel Quality Standards Act 2000.  As a result emissions from the motor vehicle fleet are expected to decrease significantly over the next 20 years.  Emissions of oxides of nitrogen, particles (as particulates 10 microns or less in diameter) and carbon monoxide are expected to decrease by approximately 70%, 30% and 80% respectively.  

The NPI reports on estimated emissions from industrial sources and diffuse sources, such as motor vehicles. Diffuse sources are estimated for a large number of regions across Australia. The NPI is currently best used to analyse emissions from particular facilities or in particular airshed and water catchment regions. 

In future years, when the number of facilities is not dramatically increasing from year to year, the NPI will provide a clearer picture of trends in estimated emissions for specific sources and larger regions. The State of Environment Report should be used when looking at broad national trends.

3. For 54 of the 90 NPI substances, 2001-02 is the first year for which reporting has been required by facilities. Of the 36 remaining substances estimated emissions for some have increased and others decreased over the past year. The principal reason for reported increases is that the number of facilities reporting continues to grow: 2947 facilities reported in 2001-2002 compared with 2374 in 2000-2001.

There are a number of other reasons for changes in the reported emissions by facilities. These include:


· Changed production processes;

· Improved understanding of process leading to more accurate estimated emissions;

· Improved estimation techniques for emissions;

· Installed pollution abatement equipment;

· Changed raw materials sources or specifications; and

· Changed product specifications.


4.
As mentioned above, for 54 of the substances this is the first year they have been required to report and so no comparison is possible with emissions reported in earlier years. For the other 36 substances, the continuing increase in the number of reporting facilities means that it is not possible at this stage to measure trends in a valid way.


The NPI NEPM does however require the Commonwealth to publish a Summary Report each year. Copies of the report for 1998-1999 and 1999-2000 are attached. The report for 2000-2001 will be published shortly. As the NPI data presents a more comprehensive picture over time, Environment Australia intends to supplement this publication with additional data analysis.


