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Outcome:
1 – Environment 



Question No:  54
Output:
1.9
Division:
Parks Australia
Topic:
National Reserve System
Hansard Page ECITA:  On notice

Senator Carr asked:

National Reserve System

· What funds have been committed for this year, and expended so far this year, on performance monitoring in the Commonwealth’s:-

(a) land based national parks;

(b) marine protected areas.

Answers:

(a)
Funds are not specifically committed in the Budget for performance monitoring activities in land based national parks.

Funds expensed year to date January 2003 on performance monitoring for land based national parks is $1,184,630, which includes direct costs and attributable employee costs for monitoring across all areas of park operations including financial and staffing, cultural site protection, feral animals and weeds, etc.

(b)
Funds committed for the year ending June 2003 is $713,461.

Funds expensed year to date January 2003 on performance monitoring for marine protected areas is $ 243,539, which includes direct costs and attributable employee costs. All committed funds are expected to be fully expensed by the end of the Financial Year.

Outcome:
1 - Environment



Question No:  55
Output: 
1.9
Division:
Parks Australia
Topic:
Bushfires
Hansard Page ECITA:  On notice

Senator Carr asked:

Bushfires

(a) Please detail what processes are in place to manage bushfire risks in Commonwealth Parks and Reserves.

(b) Where fuel reduction burning is undertaken, has a burning schedule been produced?

(c) Have all scheduled burns been undertaken? 

(d) If they have not, why not?

(e) Please provide a copy of the schedule.

Answers:

(a)
Fire is not a universal issue in all Commonwealth Reserves.  Bushfires are a significant management issue for -

· Booderee National Park, 

· Kakadu National Parks, 

· Uluru – Kata Tjuta National Park.  

The broad prescriptions for fire management for these parks are outlined in the approved management plans for the respective parks.  In the case of Booderee and Kakadu National Parks, these plans are supplemented by more detailed, park-specific “fire management plans” or programs (FMPs).  These plans/programs are based on the best available knowledge of the impact of fires on -

· human life and property, 

· the ecology of the plant and animal communities of the area, and 

· other heritage values of the reserves.  Most of the reserves are on the Register of the National Estate and/or on the World Heritage List for their ecological values and cultural values.  This defines a statutory obligation to consider the effects of fire regimes on the ecology and the cultural heritage.

Over many centuries the traditional owners of Kakadu National Park and Uluru – Kata Tjuta National Park, have refined control burning that is suited to local ecosystems.  These practices remain intact and are incorporated into the annual management of these parks. 

The Australian National Botanic Gardens are a small area embedded in an urban landscape.  The surrounding reserve – Canberra Nature Park is managed by Environment ACT.  The Management Plan for the Australian National Botanic Gardens (2002-2008) specifies that “The southern and western boundaries of the Gardens will continue to be managed as a fire buffer zone between the higher forested slopes of Black Mountain and the developed landscape zones of the Gardens.” (p87).  A sprinkler system is installed in this buffer zone to protect the assets of the Garden should a fire approach through the Canberra Nature Park. 

(b)
FMPs contain guidelines for burning schedules that are compiled each year, depending on the circumstances.  The following are comments specific to burning regimes in each national park.

Booderee National Park

The FMP for Booderee National Park (2000 – 2004) comprises 188 (A4) pages.  The prescriptions cover asset protection, visitor protection, biodiversity protection, cooperation with neighbouring NSW fire authorities, operational work schedules and research priorities.  The FMP divides the Park into seven “asset protection zones”, two “wildfire control zones” and 27 “area management zones” – each with a specific analysis, fire management objectives, strategies, actions and performance indicators.  During 2001-2002, approximately 7% of the Park was burnt including a wildfire entering the Park from the Shoalhaven City Shire.

Kakadu National Parks

Kakadu National Park is so large that one FMP would not cover all circumstances, so a series of five District Fire Plans are implemented.  As much of the annual burning is implemented by traditional owners, burning schedules are not detailed.  During the 2002 calendar year 70% of the Park burnt, significantly more than would have burnt in an “average” year, mainly due to the long hot dry season.

Uluru – Kata Tjuta National Park

A FMP is currently being compiled for Uluru – Kata Tjuta National Park.  As with Kakadu National Park much of the annual burning is implemented by traditional owners it does not have a documented burning schedule.  During 2001-2002 approximately 80% of the Park burnt, most of it from a wildfire started outside the Park.

Australian National Botanic Gardens

There is no burning schedule for the Australian National Botanic Gardens.

 (c&d)
“Scheduled” burning is undertaken in each relevant Commonwealth Reserve, to the extent that conditions allow.  Detailed implementation of scheduled burns cannot be guaranteed for a variety of reasons, e.g. -

· The litter is too wet to burn, in some cases for months and then in other years,

· Fire weather is too extreme during the planned burning period and would result in fires escaping containment lines,

· A wildfire during the previous year has burnt areas listed for treatment in the current year.

Booderee National Park

The burning schedules for Booderee National Park were over-ridden by a wildfire in December 2001 and severe fire weather in 2002.  

Kakadu National Parks

In the last calendar year (the main fire season – April to November - bridges two financial years) the area to be burnt in Kakadu National Park was exceeded due to the longer than average dry season.

Uluru – Kata Tjuta National Park

In 2001-2002 an unusually high proportion of Uluru – Kata Tjuta National Park burnt due to three previous years being unusually wet and last year being very dry and a wildfire sweeping in from the west.

(e)
Extracts from Schedules

An extract from the Fire Management Program for Booderee National Park (2000 – 2004) is attached.  Specific burning schedules for the other parks are not available, for the reasons mentioned above.  

ATTACHMENT

Extracts from the “Fire Management Program - Booderee National Park 2000 – 2004”

6.2.1.2  Prescription burning proposals for next 5 years

The tables and map in this subsection identify the prescription burning requirements proposed during the 5-year term of the Plan. These are to be reviewed each year based upon fire history (best analysed through an update of the fire decision support map in Appendix 10, p. 178) and fire management on neighbouring lands.

Table 14:  Prescribed burning schedule within Booderee
	Map 
	Zone name
	Zone type
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004

	14
	Green Patch
	APZ
	
	
	
	( 3ha
	

	15
	Botanic Gardens
	APZ
	( 2ha
	( 2ha
	( 2ha
	( 2ha
	( 2ha

	24
	Murrays Hill
	SAMZ
	<100ha
	
	
	
	

	26
	Bherwerre Beach
	SAMZ
	
	
	( 25ha
	
	

	29
	Blacks Waterhole
	SAMZ
	
	( 15ha
	
	
	

	31
	Steamers Head
	SAMZ
	
	
	
	
	<90ha

	32
	Hyams Beach
	HAMZ
	
	
	
	<112ha
	

	33
	Border
	HAMZ
	<73ha
	
	
	
	

	34
	Windermere - east
	HAMZ
	
	
	
	
	<125ha

	35
	Iluka
	HAMZ
	( 72ha
	
	
	
	

	36
	Windermere - west
	HAMZ
	
	
	<70ha
	
	

	40
	Flat Rock Ck
	HAMZ
	
	<44ha
	
	
	

	44
	Western
	HAMZ
	
	
	
	
	<30ha

	45
	Central West
	HAMZ
	
	
	
	<128ha
	

	47
	Stoney Creek
	HAMZ
	
	<107ha
	
	
	

	48
	Cave Beach
	HAMZ
	
	
	<24ha
	
	

	Total hectares per year
	247ha
	168ha
	121ha
	245ha
	247ha


* Only zones eligible for burning prior to 2004/2005 are listed. Note, the hectares shown represent the eligible burning area, the actual area to be burned may be less (see section 6.1 and 6.2.1).  A prescribed burning plan consistent with the management requirements for each zone (Appendix 4, p. 93) must be prepared for each proposal. 

6.2.2 Fire radiation zones

Fire radiation zones (or fire protection zones) should be maintained around fire sensitive assets in the study area (see sections 4.1 and 4.2). They provide site specific protection for assets to supplement the broader wildfire mitigation provided by the strategic mosaic pattern of burning throughout Booderee. 

Fire protection zones are an essential component of the life and property protection objectives of the Plan. The contribution of the Plan toward the achievement of these objectives will be evaluated by:

acceptance of the Plan by the local Bush Fire Management Committee and the Wreck Bay Aboriginal Community Council as complementing their Bush Fire Management Plans;

acceptance of the Plan by Park neighbours (e.g. Department of Defence, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service, private leaseholders) through the public exhibition period of the Plan;

maintenance of accurate fire history records and evaluation of trends; and,

maintenance of the roads and trails within Booderee to the identified standard (Table 12, p. 64).
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