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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
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Outcome:
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Question No:  89

Sub-outcome:
Australians working together towards the ecologically 


sustainable management of the oceans

Output:
All
Agency:
National Oceans Office 

Topic:
Reporting on Australia's Oceans Policy Implementation
Hansard Page ECITA:  On notice
Senator Carr asked:

1. Can the Minister confirm that a Review into Oceans Policy has been undertaken? 

2. What funds were spent on that Review?

3. What were the findings of the Review?

4. What is the Government’s response to the Review?

5. When will the Review be made public?

6. When does the Minister intend to release the Draft South East Regional Management Plan (SERMP) for public comment?

7. Does this represent a delay in the earlier commitment to release the Draft in March? 

8. If so, why is there a delay in its release? And when does the Minister intend to release the Draft?

9. Will the Draft Plan outline specific mechanisms by which the Oceans Policy objectives of integration of resource use decisions and implementation of Ecosystem Based Management will be put into operation?

10. Given the national nature of Oceans Policy, what is the Commonwealth doing to engage the states and territories in its implementation? 

11. How many states have signed on to Oceans Policy since its release in 1998?

12. What funding is the Commonwealth providing states and territories to assist in their engagement in Oceans Policy implementation in order to make it a truly national policy?

13. What are the projected timelines for development of the Northern Regional Management Plan?

14. Is the funding for implementation of Oceans Policy, in particular the Regional Management Plans, on track? No under or overspends?

15. Please provide expenditure statements (projected and actual) for the year to date for all programs. 
Answers:

1. An independent review into the implementation of Australia’s Oceans Policy has been completed and provided to Government.

2. A total of $175,000 was spent on independent consultants.

3. The Review found that:

- The scientific work to support regional marine planning represents a significant achievement;  

- Australia’s world-first model of regional marine planning is soundly based and has produced an effective template for future plans;

- There has been significant progress in working with the states and Northern Territory towards Integrated Oceans Management; and

- The implementation of Oceans Policy should be continually reviewed and improved.

- (Oceans Policy) has deservedly attracted international attention because of its ground-breaking characteristics’

The review made recommendations to improve the implementation of the Policy. 

4. The Government has endorsed the Review’s findings and is acting on its recommendations. The Government has decided that the National Oceans Office is to remain an Executive Agency. 

5. The Review was made available on National Oceans Office’s Internet site on the 28 May 2003.

6. Public release of the draft South-east Regional Marine Plan is expected in mid‑July 2003.

7. This represents a delay of approximately three‑four months. 

8. This is a complex process and a world’s first. As such there is a need to take a considered approach. Refer also to the response to Question 6.

9. Yes, that is the goal of Oceans Policy.

10. Over the last two years substantial progress has been made to increase the level of engagement of states and the Northern Territory in Oceans Policy-related matters.

The South-east regional marine planning process is addressing this issue with direct bilateral and regional engagement of State agencies on areas of mutual interest. 

In the Northern Planning Area a different approach is being taken with the Queensland and Northern Territory governments. Following signing of Memoranda of Understanding they will participate in scoping the Northern Regional Marine Plan. 

At the Natural Resource Management Ministerial Council the Commonwealth and states are also working cooperatively on developing an agreement to integrated oceans management arrangements for the jurisdictions. 

11. No states have signed on to Australia’s Oceans Policy however, there has been substantial progress in working cooperatively to develop agreement on national integrated oceans management principles.

12. The progress referred to above in increasing the level of state and Northern Territory engagement has been achieved without funding being provided to the states and the Northern Territory.

13. The Commonwealth, NT and Queensland are working towards finalisation of the scoping phase of the planning process by the end of 2003. We envisage the planning process taking at least two years from completion of the scoping phase.

14. Funding for the delivery of Oceans Policy and Regional Marine Planning outputs in 2002‑03 is on track. No significant overspend or underspend is anticipated.

15. Preliminary figures for the 12 months to June 2003 indicate that total expenditure is unlikely to be significantly different from the 2002‑03 Budget appropriation of $9.1 million. Of the $9.1 million estimated expenditure, regional marine planning expenditure is expected to account for $7.3 million with the balance of $1.8 million expended on Oceans Policy development.


