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Senator Carr asked:

1.
Does the Government have a system for monitoring the conservation of World Heritage Values?

2.
What is the status of World Heritage management planning for each property and how is the protection of World Heritage Values provided for in each of these management plans? 

Answers:

1.
Monitoring of World Heritage values is undertaken by the managers of Australia’s World Heritage properties, usually as part of the management planning process. In addition, under the World Heritage Convention and its associated Operational Guidelines, monitoring the condition of Australia’s World Heritage values is being pursued through a regional, periodic reporting process. Under this process, every six years, each States Party is required to provide a national periodic report on its World Heritage to the World Heritage Centre. The Centre uses these reports to compile a regional periodic report that is then considered by the World Heritage Committee. Australia will submit its first national periodic report in June 2003. 
2.
Management plans are in place for all of Australia’s World Heritage properties. These include statutory plans prepared in accordance with relevant State or Commonwealth legislation, and non-statutory strategic plans that provide a framework for the coordinated management of World Heritage across constituent parks and reserves or State jurisdictions. The Commonwealth works co-operatively with State management agencies in developing management plans that provide for the protection and conservation of World Heritage and encourages the adoption of the Australian World Heritage management principles, which are regulations under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

The Government recognises the importance of involving local community, Indigenous Australians and other stakeholders throughout the planning and management process for World Heritage. The Commonwealth has, in co-operation with the States, developed improved consultative arrangements that have significantly enhanced stakeholder participation in the management of World Heritage.

