Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Environment and Heritage

Additional Estimates 2002-2003, (11 February 2003)

Outcome:
1 - Environment



Question No:  1
Sub-outcome:
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the 


Great Barrier Reef
Output:  
1.7
Agency:
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 
Topic: 
Reef HQ
Hansard Page ECITA:  178

Senator McLucas asked:

I would like to know what the shortfall will be between the business plan projected income and what we will actually receive in terms of income?
Answer:

$255,000.

Note - One month’s income in this financial year was lost as the refurbishment period was moved to include July 2002. However budget supplementation for lost income during closure was received as part of the original refurbishment funding. 
Outcome:
1 - Environment



Question No: 2
Sub-outcome:
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment 


of the Great Barrier Reef
Output:  
All 
Agency:
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 

Topic: 
Staff numbers by outputs
Hansard Page ECITA:  178

Senator McLucas asked:

Could you provide for me the total full-time equivalent number of staff that GBRMPA had at 1 July last year by output and by program and then the same information as at now. Do you project any changes in staffing between now and the end of the financial year?

Answers:

	Output
	1 July 2002
	31 January 2003

	Conservation, Biodiversity & World Heritage
	8.00
	12.00

	Water Quality and Coastal Development
	9.66
	11.50

	Fisheries
	5.50
	7.50

	Tourism & Recreation
	5.80
	6.69

	· Field Management
· Planning & Impact Assess

· Liaison
	9.60

26.35

4.90
	6.00

21.20

5.00

	Sub-total Park Management
	40.85
	32.20

	Information for Management
	18.00
	16.40

	Communication & Education
	34.77
	34.16

	Total Direct Outputs
	122.58
	120.45

	Executive Management,

Corporate Services & IT
	40.50
	40.00

	Total All Staff
	163.08
	160.45


· Staff in Executive Management, Corporate Services and Information Technology are allocated across outputs.

· From October 2002, 5 positions from the Planning Unit were moved to the Representative Areas Task Force within Conservation, Biodiversity & World Heritage.

· From October 2002, 3 Aquaculture positions were moved from Impact Assessment to Water Quality and Coastal Development.

· 3 positions were vacant at 31 January 2003 pending staffing selection decisions.

· No major changes are anticipated between January and June 2003.

Outcome:
1 – Environment


Question No: 3

Sub-outcome
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the 


Great Barrier Reef
Output:  
1.2
Agency: 
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
Topic: 
Shipping in the Great Barrier Reef
Hansard Page ECITA:  183

Senator McLucas asked:

Recommendation that there be an upgrade of the navigation charting for the area between the inner route to Cairns, planned for December 2002. Are you aware of whether or not that occurred?
Answer:

The Australian Hydrographic Office released the first issue of electronic charts for the Torres Strait and the northern Great Barrier Reef on 1 July 2002 and for the inner shipping route to Cairns in January 2003. These two releases cover the inner route to Cairns.
Outcome:
1- Environment



Question No: 4

Sub-outcome
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the 


Great Barrier Reef

Output:  
1.2

Agency: 
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
Topic: 
Shipping in the Great Barrier Reef
Hansard Page ECITA:  On notice

Senator McLucas asked:

GBR and Torres Strait Shipping Management Group
Summary of recommendations and implementation status
2. GBR Shipping Management Group to prepare a Shipping Management Plan as part of a three year rolling program of management for shipping in the GBR and Torres Strait.

SMG approved an outline and timetable for developing a Plan. This aims for a draft plan to be considered by the SMG in December 2002 for circulation to stakeholders in early 2003 and a final draft considered by SMG in July 2003.

Questions: 

Was the Shipping Management Plan considered by the SMG in December 2002?

Was the plan circulated to stakeholders in early 2003?

Answer:

The draft Plan was considered by the Shipping Management Group on  21 January 2003.  The Shipping Management Group is expected to release the draft Plan in March 2003 for consultations with community and industry groups.

Outcome:
1 - Environment



Question No: 5

Sub-outcome:
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the 


Great Barrier Reef

Output:  
1.2

Agency: 
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
Topic: 
Shipping in the Great Barrier Reef
Hansard Page ECITA:  On notice

Senator McLucas asked:

40. Shipping Management Plan to include examination by responsible agencies of existing regulatory regime to rationalise and simplify complex jurisdictional and legislative arrangements for managing shipping in GBR region.

Questions:
What action has occurred on this?

Why has there been no action?

Answer:

The draft Shipping Management Plan includes a strategy to review legislation pertaining to ship operations in the region with a view to removing inconsistencies and duplication and to ensure penalties are appropriate to offences.

Since the review, agencies have reached agreement that the GBRMPA would be responsible for investigations and prosecutions of pollution incidents in the Great Barrier Reef, with the support of other agencies as required.  The GBRMPA and the AFP are considering the need for more formal arrangements. The Minister has introduced legislation for new offences and updated penalties relating to shipping. Computerised jurisdiction maps have been completed and are currently with agencies for final endorsement. 

Outcome:
1 - Environment



Question No: 6

Sub-outcome:
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the 


Great Barrier Reef

Output:  
1.2

Agency: 
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
Topic: 
Shipping in the Great Barrier Reef
Hansard Page ECITA:  On notice

Senator McLucas asked:

27. Electronic charts to identify and mark areas of high fishing activity and REEFCENTRE to give warnings to ships entering such areas.

RAN hydrographer has released the first tranche of electronic charts covering Torres Strait and the northern section of the GBR from 1 July 2002. Second tranche of the Inner Route through to Cairns release planned for December 2002. 
Questions:

What action has occurred on this?

Why has there been no action?

Answer:

The Australian Hydrographic Office released the first issue of electronic charts for the Torres Strait and the northern Great Barrier Reef on 1 July 2002 and for the inner shipping route to Cairns in January 2003. These two releases cover the inner route to Cairns.
Consultations are being held with the Australian Hydrographic Office on the technical considerations for including in electronic charts information on areas of high fishing activity. The Ship Reporting System already provides advice to shipping of known concentrations of fishing vessels in their vicinity. 

Outcome:
1 - Environment



Question No: 7

Sub-outcome:
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the 


Great Barrier Reef

Output:  
1.2
Agency: 
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
Topic: 
Shipping in the Great Barrier Reef
Hansard Page ECITA:  On notice

Senator McLucas asked:

21. Electronic Navigation Chart Electronic Chart Display and Information System ENC/ECDIS development to be given highest priority to complete ENC for Prince of Wales Channel, Great North Eastern Channel and Inner Route within time specified by Ship Management Plan. (Need improved resources for Hydrographic Office or engage commercial contractors.)

Australian Hydrographic Office released first issue of electronic charts for Torres Strait and northern GBR on 1 July 2002. Second release covering inner route to Cairns planned for December 2002. 
Questions:

What action has occurred on this?

Why has there been no action?

Answer:

The Australian Hydrographic Office released the first issue of electronic charts for the Torres Strait and the northern Great Barrier Reef on 1 July 2002 and for the inner shipping route to Cairns in January 2003. These two releases cover the inner route to Cairns.
Outcome:
1 - Environment



Question No: 8

Sub-outcome:
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the 


Great Barrier Reef

Output:  
1.2

Agency: 
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
Topic: 
Shipping in the Great Barrier Reef
Hansard Page ECITA:  On notice
Senator McLucas asked:

30. National Plan current reassessment of ChemPlan to be extended to include assessment of the risk of a chemical spill within the GBR and Torres Strait.

ChemPlan assessment, undertaken in response to National Plan review, led to a major revision of existing national chemical contingency plan, which is now completed.

GBRMPA is preparing terms of reference for a regional chemical response plan for the GBR, which will be circulated to stakeholders for comment.

Questions:
When will this happen?

Why hasn’t it been completed?

Answer:

The draft terms of reference for the Chemical Spill Risk assessment in the Great Barrier Reef and Torres Strait will be considered by the National Plan Operations Group at their next meeting in May 2003. 

Outcome:
1 - Environment



Question No: 9

Sub-outcome:
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the 


Great Barrier Reef

Output:  
1.2

Agency: 
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
Topic: 
Shipping in the Great Barrier Reef
Hansard Page ECITA:  On notice

Senator McLucas asked:

29. Regular updating and extension of existing Queensland Guidelines for Provision of Safe Haven for Disabled or Damaged Vessels at Sea, in line with latest developments in the IMO.

AMSA/AAPMA Safe Havens and Salvage Conference in February 2002 agreed to drafting of national risk assessment guidelines for providing places of refuge, with input from industry, to be considered by Commonwealth and State Governments. National Guidelines being prepared by National Plan Management Committee.

Questions:

When will this happen?

Why hasn’t it been completed?
Answer:

The National Maritime Place of Refuge Risk Assessment Guidelines were finalised in November 2002 by the National Plan Management Committee. The Guidelines were referred to the Australian Maritime Group on 28th February 2003 and will be sent to the Standing Committee on Transport and Australian Transport Council for final endorsement.

