Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO ESTIMATES QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Communications, Information Technology and the Arts

Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts
Additional Estimates Hearings 10 and 11 February 2003


Outcome 1, Output 1.1 





Question: 158

Topic: Director-General, National Archives of Australia

Written Question on Notice: 

Senator Lundy asked:

I did not really get an explanation as to why it took so long, but perhaps you could take it on notice as to what processes began following her appointment in October 2000 up until the current period.

Answer: 

Following the appointment of Ms Schwirtlich as acting Director-General of the National Archives of Australia under the Archives Act 1983 on 9 October 2000:

The National Archives of Australia was established as an Executive Agency under the Public Service Act 1999 by Executive Order of the Governor-General, gazetted on 28 February 2001. On the same day, the then Minister for the Arts and the Centenary of Federation appointed Ms Schwirtlich as acting Director-General of the Executive Agency.

On 28 March 2001, the then Minister sought advice from the Remuneration Tribunal regarding an appropriate level of remuneration for the Director-General in accordance with the Public Service Act 1999. The Tribunal provided advice on 5 April 2001.

A selection panel was formed and documentation prepared including duty statement and selection criteria. The position of Director-General was advertised in the national press on 4 and 5 May 2001. On 8 May 2001, the Department contracted a recruitment agency to assist with the recruitment process. 

Applications closed on 18 May 2001. The selection panel conducted interviews on 25 June 2001, and subsequently decided not to make a recommendation at that stage but to review the position in approximately six months time.

On 26 January 2002 the Minister for the Arts and Sport extended the appointment of Ms Schwirtlich as acting Director-General. This extension provided an opportunity for the Minister to become fully acquainted with the role and responsibility of the agency and its head. It also allowed for the new Secretary of the Department, who commenced in January 2002, to be briefed on the selection process to date, which had been chaired by the previous Secretary. 

The position was readvertised on 27 July 2002 and the Department contracted a recruitment agency to assist with the recruitment process, including an executive search. The selection panel conducted interviews on 24 September 2002 and the selection report was finalised in October 2002. The selection panel provided a formal recommendation to the Minister on 8 November 2002.

Prior to a decision being announced, Ms Schwirtlich gave written notice on 
24 January 2003 of her resignation to take effect on 18 February 2003 in order to take up an appointment to the position of CEO and State Librarian of the State Library of Victoria. 

On 21 February 2003, the Minister for the Arts and Sport announced the appointment of Mr Ross Gibbs as Director-General of the National Archives of Australia. 
Mr Gibbs commenced duty on 7 April 2003.
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