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Question: 153

Topic: Opera Australia
Hansard Page: ECITA 136 

Senator Lundy asked: 

Do you know whether the advisory committee has or intends to engage an executive search company, or the equivalent in this field, to assist them?

Answer: 

Opera Australia did not use an executive search company to assist with finding its new Artistic Director.
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Question: 154

Topic: Opera Australia
Hansard Page: ECITA 136 

Senator Lundy asked: 

How many people attend performances that are auspiced by Opera Australia?

Answer: 

The Australia Council collects information on mainstage attendances only.  It has sought the information on attendances at other activities from Opera Australia.

In 2001, Opera Australia had 256,000 in paid attendance for its mainstage performances in Sydney and Melbourne.  

Total OzOpera touring for 2001 attracted attendance of 8,914, for 22 performances at 11 venues.  (OzOpera is Opera Australia’s touring arm.)

Attendance in relation to touring of schools in 2001:

NSW:  53,124 students at 200 schools for 286 performances

Vic:
27,256 students at 120 schools for 168 performances

Opera in the Domain – Opera Australia estimates attendance of some 70,000 at this annual event, which is free to the public.
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Question: 155

Topic: Opera Australia

Hansard Page: ECITA 136 

Senator Lundy asked: 

Could you provide the committee with perhaps one of the audience analysis reports?

Answer: 

The Australia Council does not have access to Opera Australia’s audience analysis reports as these are commercial-in-confidence.  
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Question: 156

Topic: Opera Australia

Hansard Page: ECITA 136 

Senator Lundy asked: 

Could they provide information about strategies to push opera out into regional areas and non-traditional areas for opera audiences and how successful that has been in recent times.

Answer: 

Melbourne-based OzOpera is Opera Australia’s touring and audience development arm.  A key part of OzOpera’s charter is making opera more accessible by performing beyond Sydney and Melbourne mainstage venues.  It also works through the education system to increase access and educate new audiences.

OzOpera has undertaken considerable regional touring which has been highly successful.  Following the tour of Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia and ACT in 2002, La bohème is touring regional New South Wales and Queensland in 2003.

OzOpera has also performed at the 2002 Melbourne International Arts Festival and at the 2003 Sydney Festival.

Regional touring has also included touring to primary schools in Queensland and Western Australia, with plans to tour Victoria and New South Wales in 2003.  As well as the regional touring program for primary schools, Opera Australia intends to develop programs to take opera to secondary and tertiary schools.

Opera Australia is also developing workshops and information days for school students, teachers and members of the general public to introduce the operas and to workshop aspects of the music and drama prior to attendances at main-stage performances.  The aim is to nurture new audience members through educational activities. 

Opera Australia continues to perform its Opera in the Domain each year.  This popular initiative is free to the general public with a view to encouraging greater access to opera and developing new audiences.

