Environment, Communications, Information Technology and the Arts Committee

Additional Estimates 2001-2002, 19 February 2002
Questions on Notice


Environment and Heritage Portfolio

Ques no
Hansard ref ECITA
Senator
Subject
Date Received

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

1
145 & 147
Carr
What date did the department advise the minister of the recommendation of the Authority to appoint Ms Fay Barker to GBRMPA board? When was the announcement made?
14/05/02

2
147
McLucas
Crown of thorns starfish research: when was research conducted, who conducted it and what outcomes from $13million expenditure?
14/05/02

3
147
McLucas
COTS removal program: funding to come from existing budget, where will funding come from? 
03/04/02: Dept. advised answered at p.153

4
148
McLucas
Is GBRMPA, CRC Reef or any other agency doing any research into alternative COTS removal strategies?
14/05/02

5
148
McLucas
How much environment management charge (EMC) was paid by AMPTO in the last financial year?
14/05/02

6
151
Allison
Structural reforms in the sugar cane industry: has GBRMPA brought any documents into this process of structural reforms? Is there a submission that the authority has made? What has GBRMPA been involved in so far with regard to this issue?
14/05/02

7
152
Carr
What is the total budget for the CRC? What are the sources of that budget?
14/05/02

7a
153
Carr
Can I ask the departmental officials have you agreed that this money can be found in any way from your appropriations?
10/04/02

8
153
Carr
What representations have you had concerning finding these additional moneys, apart from the authority itself?
10/04/02

8A
156
Allison
Why is it that the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority has not put in a submission to the Senate inquiry into the urban use of water?
14/05/02

9
157
Carr
Shale oil -Has there been a request made for Southern Pacific Petroleum and Central Pacific Minerals to relinquish parts of their shale oil deposit leases? Has there been any response to this request or suggestion, depending on which one it is, from the company?
16/05/02

10
158
Carr
Were there any discussions with the company about the exploitation of its leases in the World Heritage area?
14/05/02

11
158
Carr
When was the last time a Commonwealth agency or officers - the Commonwealth government, whatever identity you choose to take- sought from the company a commitment to relinquish parts of their leases?
14/05/02

11A


160
Carr
1. "And what was the company’s response".

2. "The date the response was received?"
14/05/02

11B
160
Carr
Has GBRMPA been involved in that group (“to oversee studies  and research on the stage 3 development aimed at minimising its impact particularly on the marine environment”)?   Were you invited to be part of it?  What can you tell us about it?
14/05/02

12
160
Carr
Environment minister makes recommendations to the action minister - who is the action minister in this regard? It could also be the Foreign Investment Review Board?
14/05/02

13
161
Carr
When was request for additional information made re the final environmental impact statement re Stuart project?
14/05/02

14
161
Carr
Can you confirm that the level of dioxins released (between 6.6kg and 13.1kg) is between two and four times more than the quantity for annual releases of dioxins, by air, land and water in the whole of the United States?
14/05/02

15
162
Carr
Did Australia support a resolution  ‘to participate in and apply in full the provisions of the Stockholm Convention during the interim period on a voluntary basis’? Did Australian vote for that position? Is it bound by that resolution?
14/05/02

16
163
Carr
What other concerns did you have about the company’s supplementary report? Could you give me the precise details of what you regard as the deficiencies in the information provided, what was the nature of the request for additional information and when you expect it to be provided?
14/05/02

17
166
McLucas
Can you tell me whether GBRMPA is doing any research work on the impact of removal for beche-de-mer from the ecosystem?
14/05/02

18
166
McLucas
What involvement did GBRMPA have with EA’s approval for an EIS for oil drilling in the Townsville Trough? I would value having a copy of your submission if it was in fact to that extent.
14/05/02

18A
166
Carr
How many of the board are liberals?
14/05/02

Environment Australia

19
169
Carr
Why is that we are having a tax credit program funded from program spending?
03/04/02: Dept. advised answered at p.174

20
169 & 178
Carr
Can you provide a breakdown of the actual spending for each year of the Natural Heritage Trust program through its existence from 1995-96 to 2001-02 by program and by electorate? I would like it by program, the 23 programs, and by electorate. You will identify those, that cannot be attributed to an electorate, and explain to me why they are not being spent in any particular electorate?
16/05/02 & attachment

21
170
Carr
Market research: how many people were involved in the focus groups?
10/04/02

22
172
Carr
Minister, did you receive this tracking research? Did your office receive this tracking research?
10/04/02

23
173
Carr
Was any of this tracking research provided to any member of the executive government or the offices of any of the executive after 3 or 4 October? Did anyone in the department provide information to anyone in the executive branch of government or their offices?
10/04/02

24
174
Carr
Will the results of the research undertaken in the run-up to the election, or that undertaken in January-February, be made available to the committee?
10/04/02

25
175
Carr
What is the cut-off point for existing [tax credit] claims and how do you measure that?
10/04/02

26
175
Carr
What is the average size of the credit for instance?
10/04/02

27
175
McLucas
Are you aware that in November 2000 the government indicated that they were not seeking matching funding from the states? [Information on where this was indicated to be provided by Senator]
03/04/02: Dept. advised not answered as further information not provided

28
176
McLucas
Has there been a report done on the success of Bushcare according to that criterion?
10/04/02 (& attachment)

29
178
McLucas
How many direct employees are there of funding that is provided through the NHT? - both within the department and facilitators. State by state. Has there been any analysis of impact on job levels as a result of changes?
10/04/02

29A
180
Carr
What about the Coastcare funding arrangements? …. What is the expenditure…”
14/05/02

30
180
Carr
Murray-Darling Basin program: how much has been spent? Can I get a list of projects?
10/04/02 (& attachment)

31
181
Carr
NAP: what is the level of underspend, in your expectation?
14/05/02

32
182
Carr
When did all states sign the intergovernmental agreement? The dates that each signed and the date when the last state signed off?
14/05/02

33
182
Carr
Can I have a list of all those projects that have been approved and the date approved?
14/05/02

34
182
Carr
The list of projects will establish where these organisations were and the purposes for the grant? Are there any projects that were agreed to by the former environment minister and not signed off by the agricultural minister?
14/05/02

35
184
Carr
How many projects were in the package of measures that Victoria brought forward?
14/05/02

35A
184
Carr
What was the amount of the first payment to SA and what is the size and frequency of the subsequent payments to be made?
14/05/02

36
184
Carr
What was the date for final approval of South Australian grants?
14/05/02

37
184
Carr
Could I have a list of the projects that have been approved and the reasons for those that have not been approved?
14/05/02

38
186
Carr
Five per cent contribution required from both the states and the Commonwealth for administrative purposes - provide a breakdown of the five per cent? What is the Commonwealth doing with the five per cent? What consultancies are required and for what purposes, and why aren’t those persons being employed by you rather than being contracted out?
14/05/02

39
186
Carr
What about market research? Are you planning any public relations exercises that require funding? Are there proposals to have any electronic communications strategies developed? -particularly regional TV, regional radio and the timing of such strategies.
14/05/02

40
187-188
Allison
re 1999 request by the Stuart shale oil project to establish a group ‘to oversee studies and research on the stage 3 development aimed at minimising its impact particularly on the marine environment’. I wonder whether this was a request made to Environment Australia, whether that request was acceded to and whether the Commonwealth government has had any involvement with such a group?
14/05/02

41
189
Carr
Beverley Environmental Consultative Committee: how long has it been in existence? And how long since it last met? How long has the mine been operating now?
14/05/02

42
192
Carr
New reactor: How can they sign these construction contracts when the environmental assessment processes have not been concluded?
14/05/02

42A
193
Carr
With regards to the recommendations about the replacement reactor at Lucas Heights “Could I get a copy of the document you are reading from, if you do not mind”


14/05/02

43
194
Carr
I understand that a construction licence has actually been approved by ARPANSA already for the Argentinian company, INVAP, to build a second reactor at Lucas Heights. Is that correct?
14/05/02

44
198
McLucas
Why did the application by Gulf Clay for a kaolin mine on the Kendall River not trigger an EIA under the EPBC? What date was the application placed on the web site for public consultation? What date it closed, how many submissions were received from the community, how submissions were received late and if those submissions were accepted, and as assessment as to why there were so few submissions?
14/05/02

45
203
Carr
Australian Heritage Commission: what are the criteria in terms of council membership and the chair? What are the criteria under the existing legislation? How do they vary from the changes you are proposing under the legislation?
16/05/02

46
204
Carr
E&H Legislation Amendment Bill: Can the government advise whether or not this legislation will be listed for consideration in the chamber for this session? Will you advise the committee when you intend to introduce it for debate in the Senate?
14/05/02

47
206
Carr
Rural and Regional Historic Hotels program: are you able to list the 161 grants and the electorate in which they were located?
14/05/02

48
212-213
Carr
St Paul’s Anglican Cathedral: When was the assessment process undertaken? When was the original application made for assistance? Was the application made by the Anglican Church or some other department? What was the process that was undertaken to evaluate the expenditure of this money for this particular project and over what time period the money will be spent?
14/05/02

49
214
Allison
The minister’s decision to give EPBC approval to the Paradise Dam came before the decision on the listing of the lungfish. When was that?
14/05/02

50
215
Allison
Is it the case that the Queensland government recently introduced legislation to remove requirements to maintain lungfish habitat below the dam and to weaken the environmental flow requirements of the water resource plan because they could not be met by the dam? Is that reasonably accurate? Were economic and social considerations taken into account in the assessment process?
14/05/02

51
216
Allison
It is my understanding that the 1999 report prepared by the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service relating to commercial fishing in World Heritage areas acknowledged that commercial fishing is illegal. Can I confirm that the Queensland government assessment of the level of commercial fishing in Queensland national parks in 1999 drew that conclusion?
14/05/02

52
217-218
McLucas
Ballast water: what are the dates of the two-year interim period?
14/05/02

52A
219
McLucas
Can I please get from you on notice a list of the membership of this
14/05/02

Australian Greenhouse Office



53
219
Carr
Has the office provided advice to the minister on the so-called Bush plan? Have you done an assessment?
14/05/02

54
223
Allison
Applications were made, as I understand it, from Ventura for two ethanol buses and they were knocked back, whereas their previous application, which I understand to be along the same lines, was accepted some time earlier?
14/05/02

55
On Notice
Carr
Greenhouse science

Has the new Minister been briefed on the science of climate change by the CSIRO?
14/05/02

56
”
Carr
Has there been any change in the Government's position on the science of climate change?
14/05/02

57
”
Carr
Is the AGO aware of the 'Warnings from the Bush' report published by the Climate Action Network Australia?
14/05/02

58
”
Carr
Has anyone within the AGO (or any other government department) reviewed the report?
14/05/02

59
”
Carr
Has any advice or preliminary advice been prepared regarding the report?
14/05/02

60
”
Carr
Has the Minister been provided advice about the report?
14/05/02

61
”
Carr
Does the AGO endorse I accept the data presented in the report? If not, what does it not agree with?
14/05/02

62
”
Carr
Does the AGO accept the findings of CSIRO that by 2030, average annual temperatures in Australia will be between 0.4‑2.0°C higher that in 1990 and by 2070 it will be between 1‑6°C warmer? (if not, what does it disagree with?)
14/05/02

63
”
Carr
Does the AGO accept the findings of the CSIRO that higher temperatures, extra evaporation from soils and watercourses, intense rainfall and more extreme droughts can be expected in the rangelands in the future?
14/05/02

64
”
Carr
Does the AGO accept the findings of the CSIRO research that southern Australia will experience decreased winter and spring rainfall and decreased snow levels, with the result of less water being available for agriculture in southern Australia?
14/05/02

65
”
Carr
And does the AGO accept that these will have a significant impact on the recharging of Australian rivers such as the Murray Darling?
14/05/02

66
”
Carr
Is the AGO aware of research by Hassall and Associated, and Pittock for the third assessment report of the IPCC and the Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation that indicates that flows into rivers may be reduced by p to 30°/fl by 2030 for the Ovens, Goulbourn and Macquarie Rivers and by 30% by 2050 for the Murray Darling?
14/05/02

67
”
Carr
Does that AGO accept the findings of the research?
14/05/02

68
”
Carr
Does the AGO accept the findings of the research by the University of Queensland Centre for Marine Studies that we are likely to see severe coral bleaching of the Great Barrier Reef within the next 20‑40 years.
14/05/02

69
”
Carr
On 19 July 2001, Senator Hill stated that 'Australia believes that the overwhelming weight of scientific opinion indicates that human activity is having a discernible and negative influence on the earth's climate system.' Is this position still the position of the Australian Government?
14/05/02

70
”
Carr
Who is being funded to conduct this research? Does the Howard Government accept the findings of the IPCC third assessment report?
14/05/02

71
”
Carr
What funding is available to assess the impact of climate change on the Australian landscape and industries?
14/05/02

72
”
Carr
Who is being funded to conduct this research? 
14/05/02

73
”
Carr
What industries are being examined?
14/05/02

74
”
Carr
What are the terms of reference?
14/05/02

75
On Notice
Carr
Emission estimates

The Government was required to submit its estimated emissions for 2010 to the Framework Convention on Climate Change in November. Was it submitted? 
14/05/02

76
”
Carr
What are Australia's greenhouse emissions expected to be by 2010?
14/05/02

77
”
Carr
Does the estimate include all existing policy initiatives?
14/05/02

78
”
Carr
What level of land clearing is anticipated in 2010 under the scenario used in the estimates?
14/05/02

79
”
Carr
How does this compare to current levels of land clearing?
14/05/02

80
”
Carr
What additional emission reductions will be required to meet the 108% target?
14/05/02

81
”
Carr
What was Australia's emission intensify in 1990? 2000? 2002? And what is it expected to be in 2010 and 2012?
14/05/02

3
16/05/02

