Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Environment and Heritage

Environment Australia
Additional Estimates 2001-2002, (19 February 2002)


Outcome 1,





Question: 8

Output : 1.3

Division: Marine and Water 

Topic: Representation to Environment Australia on funding for control of crown of thorns starfish outbreak

Hansard Page: ECITA 155

Senator Carr asked: What representation have you [the department] had concerning finding these additional moneys [for the control of crown of thorns starfish outbreak], apart from the authority [GBRMPA] itself.

Answer:

No representations have been made to Environment Australia concerning finding the additional moneys for the control of crown of thorns starfish outbreak.

Outcome : 1





Question Number: 29A

Output : 3

Division: Marine and Water

Topic: Coastcare Funding

Hansard Page: ECITA 180

Senator Carr asked: 

“What about the Coastcare funding arrangements? …. What is the expenditure…”

Answer:

Coastcare is funded from the Natural Heritage Trust Coasts and Clean Seas Initiative.

Program funding for 2001 / 2002 is $4.689m. Expenditure to 28th February 2002 is $1.673m.

Coastcare NHT expenditure totalled $16.127m in the period 1997 / 98 to 2000 / 01.

Outcome 1,





Question : 51

Output 1.3

Division:  Marine and Water

Topic: Fishing in World Heritage Areas

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: ECITA 216

Senator Allison asked:

It is my understanding that the 1999 report prepared by the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service relating to commercial fishing in World Heritage areas acknowledged that commercial fishing is illegal.  Can I confirm that the Queensland Government assessment of the level of commercial fishing in Queensland national parks in 1999 drew that conclusion?

Answer:

We are seeking information from the Queensland Government and the reply will be forwarded as soon as possible.

Outcome 1,





Question: 52

Output 1.3

Division:  Marine and Water

Topic: Introduced Marine Pests

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: ECITA 218

Senator McLucas asked:

What are the dates of the interim period? 

Answer:

The period for which interim arrangements recommended by the Standing Committee on Conservation and the Standing Committee on Fisheries and Aquaculture (SCC/SCFA) National Taskforce on the Prevention and Management of Marine Pest Incursions will operate is 1 July 2001 to 30 June 2003.   The period began when all States, the Northern Territory and the Commonwealth had agreed to the implement the interim arrangements, including financial commitments to a joint $5m contingency fund for combating emergency pest outbreaks.  

Outcome 1,





Question 52A

Output 1.3

Division:  Marine and Water

Topic: Introduced Marine Pests

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: ECITA 219

Senator McLucas asked:

Can I please get from you on notice a list of the membership of this.

Answer:

The membership of the National Introduced Marine Pests Co-ordination Group, which is to progress the reforms recommended by the National Taskforce, was as follows, at the 5th meeting on 21-22 November 2001. 

· Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry  - Australia (AFFA)   
 - Chair and Secretariat

· Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service 

· Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer, Product Integrity and Plant Health , AFFA (chair of Consultative Committee on Introduced Marine Pest Emergencies)

· Australian and New Zealand Environment and Conservation Council (defunct  - to be replaced by Natural Resource Management Council representative)

· Ministerial Council on Forestry, Fisheries and Aquaculture (defunct  - to be replaced by Natural Resource Management Council representative)

· Australian Transport Council 

· Environment Australia 

· Australian Maritime Safety Authority 

· CSIRO Centre for Research on Introduced Marine Pests

· Peak Conservation Organisation 

· Australian Shipping Association 

· Association of Australian Ports and Marine Authorities 

· Bulk Commodities Group  - Minerals Council of Australia 

· Australian Seafood Industry Council 

· Boating Industry Association

· New South Wales  -  NSW Fisheries and NSW Department of Transport 

· Victoria  - Department of Natural Resources and Environment 

· Queensland - Environmental Protection Agency

· Western Australia – Department of Fisheries 

· South Australia  -  Primary Industries and Resources South Australia 

· Tasmania  - Department of Primary Industry and Fisheries 

· Northern Territory  - Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries 
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