Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Environment and Heritage

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
Additional Estimates 2001-2002, (19 February 2002)


Outcome 1





Question: 1

Output :

Agency:  Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Topic: Appointment of a Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority Board Member – Fay Barker

Hansard Page: ECITA 145 and 147

Senator Carr asked:  

I would like to know the precise date.  On what date did the department advise the Minister of the recommendation of the Authority?  This announcement was made on 11 October last year.  Is that the case?

Answer:

The Governor-General signed the Instrument of Appointment of Fay Barker to the Authority Board on 8 October 2001 and the appointment announcement was made on 12 October 2001 by Senator Hill.
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Question: 2

Output: Tourism

Agency: Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Topic: Crown of Thorns Starfish Funding 

Hansard Page: ECITA 147

Senator McLucas asked: – 

In a number of media releases and correspondence, the figure of $13 million has been mentioned as apparently having been spent on crown-of-thorns starfish research since 1985. That is the commonly used phrase. Can I get a list of when the research was conducted, who conducted it and what outcomes we have from that $13 million expenditure?

Answer:

· The figure of $13 million was first cited in a summary, prepared by Dr D. Williams of the CRC Reef in May 2001, of the then current state of knowledge of the crown-of-thorns starfish (COTS) phenomenon on the Great Barrier Reef (attachment 1).

· The Williams summary refers to two published reviews of COTS research. The two reviews cover the period 1985-89 and 1989-95. Included in each review is a detailed breakdown of COTS research projects by researcher, project cost and research outcomes (attachment 2). The major research focus was to determine whether outbreaks are caused by human activities or are a natural phenomenon. 
· While important advances were made in understanding the characteristics of COTS outbreaks and the biology of the starfish, scientists have been unable to resolve whether outbreaks are natural or a result of human activities. This debate is ongoing.
· Fine scale surveys are conducted by the CRC Reef Research and GBRMPA. 

A review of the data from these two monitoring programs has been undertaken by the CRC Reef Research Centre and options for ongoing monitoring are currently being considered.
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Question: 4

Output  Tourism

Agency: Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Topic: Crown-of-thorns starfish

Hansard Page: ECITA 148

Senator McLucas asked:

Is GBRMPA, CRC Reef or any other agency that you are aware of doing any research into alternative removal strategies?

Answer:

Currently, there are no research projects investigating alternative removal strategies for crown-of-thorns starfish being carried out by GBRMPA, CRC Reef Research Centre or any other agency of which we are aware. Scientists from the Australian Institute of Marine Science and the CRC Reef Research Centre have been scoping potential projects on more efficient COTS removal techniques.

Outcome 1: Environment





Question No 5

Output :

Agency:Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Topic: Environment Management Charge collection

Hansard Page:  ECITA 148

Senator McLucas asked:

How much EMC was paid by the Association of Marine Park Tourism Operators (AMPTO) in the last financial year?

Answer:

During 2000-01 a total of $10 in EMC payments was collected from AMPTO. 
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Question:6 

Output #:

Agency: Great barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Topic: Sugar Industry Structural Reform

Hansard Page: ECITA 151

Senator Allison asked:

Has GBRMPA brought any documents into this process of structural reforms in sugar cane?  Is there a submission that the Authority has made?

Senator Allison- Perhaps you could advise the committee what GBRMPA has been involved in so far with regard to this issue.

Answer:

The Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry-Australia Portfolio (AFFA) is coordinating a study (Hilderbrand)  into the future viability of the sugar industry, including options for structural reform as part of the $83 million Sugar Assistance Package. This study is applying whole –of-government principles such as protecting and conserving the environment.  The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority has provided advice to the Environment Australia Portfolio input into the ‘terms of reference’ of the study. 

GBRMPA staff have provided local knowledge and advice to Environment Australia.  The Authority has not made a separate submission.
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Question: 7

Output: Information Support

Agency: Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Topic: CRC

Hansard Page:  ECITA 152

Senator Carr asked:

What is the total budget for the CRC? Could you indicate to me what the sources of that budget are? You have indicated some of them. I would like to get a breakdown of that.

Answer:

The total cash budget for the CRC Reef Research Centre is $6,284,000 for the 2001/02 financial year. The budget for other financial years and the breakdown of the sources of the funding are given on page 68 of the attached CRC Annual Report for 2000/01.
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Question: 8

Output : 1.3

Division: Marine and Water 

Topic: Representation to Environment Australia on funding for control of crown of thorns starfish outbreak

Hansard Page: ECITA 155

Senator Carr asked: What representation have you [the department] had concerning finding these additional moneys [for the control of crown of thorns starfish outbreak], apart from the authority [GBRMPA] itself.

Answer:

No representations have been made to Environment Australia concerning finding the additional moneys for the control of crown of thorns starfish outbreak.
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Question: 8A

Output #:

Agency: Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Topic: Urban Water Management

Hansard Page: ECITA 156 
Senator Allison asked:

Why is it that the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority has not put in a submission to the Senate inquiry into the urban use of water?

Answer:

Environment Australia and the Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Australia put in a joint submission to the Commonwealth on the inquiry into urban water management.  The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority provided support to Environment Australia in preparing that submission.
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Question:11b

Output #:

Division: Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Topic:  Stuart Oil Shale

Hansard Page: ECITA 160

Senator Allison asked:

Has GBRMPA been involved in that group (“to oversee studies  and research on the stage 3 development aimed at minimising its impact particularly on the marine environment”)?   Were you invited to be part of it?  What can you tell us about it?

Answer:

Yes.  In 1999, Sir Ian MacFarlane (Chairman and Managing Director of Southern Pacific Petroleum N.L) approached the former Chair of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, Dr Ian McPhail and suggested the establishment of such a group.   I understand that some discussions were also held with Environment Australia but I do not believe that the group was established.  If it was, then there has been no involvement from Environment Australia or the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority.

Please refer also to the answer from Environment Australia to Question 40.
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Question: 17

Output : Fisheries

Agency: Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Topic: Beche-de-Mer

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice:  ECITA 166

Senator McLucas asked: 

Can you tell me whether GBRMPA is doing any research work on the impact of the removal of beche-de-mer from the ecosystem?

Answer:

GBRMPA is not doing any research on the impact of the removal of beche-de-mer from the ecosystem. However a Fisheries Research and Development Corporation project (FRDC project 1998/133) is being undertaken by the Australian Institute of Marine Science (AIMS). The project is investigating stock size of beche-de-mer, and recruitment patterns and gene flow in one species, the black teatfish, on the Great Barrier Reef. This project is due to be completed this year.

At present the black teatfish fishery on the Great Barrier Reef is closed as the stock has been over exploited.
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Question:18

Output :

Division: Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Topic: Oil Drilling in the Townsville Trough

Hansard Page: ECITA 166 
Senator Lucas asked:

Finally what involvement did GBRMPA have with EA’s approval for an EIS for oil drilling in the Townsville Trough?

Answer:

I’m informed that while this proposal is not within the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, the GBRMPA provided advice on this proposal to Environment Australia as part of the assessment process undertaken by Environment Australia under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act.  
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Question: 18A

Agency: Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Topic:  Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority Board

Hansard Page: ECITA 166

Senator Carr asked

How many of the current Board are former Liberal Party candidates?  

Answer:

There are three members on the current Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority Board who were former Liberal Party candidates:

· Ms Virginia Chadwick was a former Liberal Party member in the NSW State  Parliament;

· Dr Evelyn Scott stood as a Liberal Candidate for the seat of Cook in 1983; and

· Ms Fay Barker stood as the Liberal member for the State seat of Townsville in the year 2000 Queensland Election
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