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	1
	Written Qon
	Macdonald
	NHT
	With regard to the response to question 25, which was asked in February Additional Estimates hearing: in relation to the answer to part (b) could you provide the actual full list of all the in-kind work done.
	AGLC
	1.3
	04/12/08 + attach'ts

	2
	11 (21 Oct)
	Siewert
	Wimmera pipeline – funding
	Senator SIEWERT—Minister, going back to a point you made in your opening statement, how much money was allocated to the Wimmera pipeline? You said you have spent $3.7—

Senator Wong—No. From memory, the election commitment was up to $99 million.

Senator SIEWERT—When you were talking about how much of the infrastructure budget you have already allocated, you mentioned the pipeline. Can you tell me how much that was?

Senator Wong—I said that, from memory—I will go back and check—the election commitment was up to $99 million.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	3
	14 (21 Oct)
	Birmingham
	Murray-Darling Basin – Infrastructure funding
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—That is $172.9 million on infrastructure this financial year. Will that be spent on projects in the basin or outside the basin?

Senator Wong—My staff have reminded me to clarify that I erred in saying ex-basin commitments. I should have said non-COAG commitments under 5.8 because, as Senator Xenophon correctly pointed out, the $400 million for Menindee Lakes, for example, is clearly a basin commitment. Sorry, what were you saying?

Senator BIRMINGHAM—How much of that is being spent within the basin?

Senator Wong—We would have to take that on notice.

Senator Birmingham—What water saving is the $172.9 million expected to generate?

Senator Wong—We would have to take that on notice.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	4
	17 (21 Oct)
	Xenophon
	Menidee Lakes – History of works
	Senator XENOPHON—Dr Horne, in relation to Menindee Lakes, when I met with the Darling River Action Group a number of months ago they said that they have been agitating state and federal governments for the last 10 years in relation to these projects. 

Can you take on notice providing some history in relation to that in terms of the works—and I understand this well predates you or the Minister’s time in this position. Also, is there any way to fast-track those water savings because clearly if those measures were in place it would have meant increased flows for South Australia in the context of—

Dr Horne—Certainly. We will take that on notice.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	5
	21 (21 Oct)
	Heffernan/

Nash
	Water purchases – Hyder Report
	Senator HEFFERNAN—How did you tender?

Dr Wooding—We have a panel of tenderers.

Senator HEFFERNAN—Can you give us the details of the applicants and why you chose them?

Dr Wooding—We can take that on notice.

Senator HEFFERNAN—Because the place is full of potential leeches.

Senator NASH—How many other proponents were potentially being considered to do this?

Dr Wooding—I would have to take that on notice. …
Senator NASH—When you provide that information on notice, can you also provide the criteria which led to the decision to appoint Hyder Consulting to do this?

Dr Wooding—I will have to take that on notice. I am not sure how much of that material I can provide. But we will see and provide what we can.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	6
	24 (21 Oct)
	Nash
	ABARE Report - Timeframe
	Senator NASH—Just on that specifically, how long did they take to compile the report and over what period did they look at the impact?

Senator Wong—I would have to take that on notice.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	7
	27 (21 Oct)
	Siewert
	ABARE Report – 2007 report


	Senator SIEWERT—I am very conscious of time. Could you take on notice to provide a brief explanationabout which recommendations you took on board and which ones you did not and why.

Dr Wooding—Yes.  …
Senator SIEWERT—The 2007 report that was released with the Hyder report.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	8
	30 (21 Oct)
	Nash
	Water Purchases -Toorale
	Senator Wong—… 

In fact, I can ask Ms Harwood to take you through precisely how that was progressed, if you wish, Senator Nash, but that was the genesis of that purchase.

Senator NASH—In the interests of time, I might ask Ms Harwood to take that on notice, to give us the detailed chain of events, if you like, rather than go through it now to any great extent…


	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	9
	32 (21 Oct)
	Heffernan
	Water Purchases – Toorale – cost of land per acre
	Senator HEFFERNAN—Could you give us the valuation?   …
Senator Wong—Senator, I am being genuine. If we could take that on notice, we will consult with New South Wales about that. What I can tell you from the information in front of me is that the valuation is consistent with the price that was paid, and there were two valuations obtained.  …
Senator HEFFERNAN—How much did you pay for the land?  …
Senator Wong—$12.39 million.

Senator HEFFERNAN—Righto. Divide that into whatever it is you divided it into to give us the price per acre.

Senator Wong—I do not have that in my brief.

Senator HEFFERNAN—Surely to God, if the government is buying—

Senator Wong—No, I do not have that in front of me, Senator. I am happy to provide it to you—
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	10
	33 (21 Oct)
	Heffernan
	Water Purchases – valuations
	Ms Harwood—We had two valuations for the water. Unfortunately, I only have one with me. I will go through the one that I have.

Senator HEFFERNAN—Who provided this one?

Ms Harwood—This one was provided by Arche Consulting and it was committed by us.

…

Senator HEFFERNAN—Could you provide the details of that on notice. How much did you pay them to do this valuation?

Ms Harwood—I will have to take that on notice. 
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	11
	34 (21 Oct)
	Heffernan
	Murray Darling Basin – Variability of the river
	Senator HEFFERNAN—By the way, could you tell us the variability on the river while you are doing this. What is the percentage variability on the river? I want to get an idea of this for the taxpayers.

Ms Harwood—I have not got the reliability figures with me by licence, but we can get that to you.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	12
	35 (21 Oct)
	Heffernan
	Artesian bore licence – water storage
	Senator HEFFERNAN—What was the price of the water in storage?

Ms Harwood—From memory, it was $50 a meg. I would have to take that on notice.
	WG
	3.1
	04/02/09

	13
	39 (21 Oct)
	Heffernan
	Murray Darling Basin - Licences
	Senator HEFFERNAN—…Can you give me the break-up between low- and high-security licences in the Murray-Darling Basin?

Senator Wong—The total—not the ones we have purchased?

Senator HEFFERNAN—Just the total.

Senator Wong—Could we take that on notice. I think that would be data that the commission has rather than us.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	14
	40 (21 Oct)
	Heffernan
	Murray Darling Basin - variability
	Senator HEFFERNAN—The Murray has a variability of 300 per cent. Is that right?

Senator Wong—A number of hundred, from memory.

Senator HEFFERNAN—Three hundred per cent. Is that about it?

Senator Wong—Can I take that on notice?
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	15
	45 (21 Oct)
	Fielding
	Small Block irrigators exit grant package – funds  allocated
	Senator FIELDING—Do you have the details of how they came up with the $57 million? If not, could you take that on notice.

Senator Wong—We are happy to take it on notice.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	16
	48 (21 Oct)
	Xenophon
	Murray Darling Basin – sleeper licences
	Senator XENOPHON—I did not think they were, but can you provide information on notice about the number of sleeper licences that are in the system.

Senator Wong—As I said, we will take that on notice. I think that that data is probably held by the commission rather than the department, although Dr Wooding may tell me otherwise.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	17
	55 (21 Oct)
	Siewert
	Murray Darling Basin – works/ studies in basin.
	Ms Schweizer—…I would be happy to table a list of the full sets of work.

Senator SIEWERT—If you could, that would be useful...
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	18
	57 (21 Oct)
	Nash
	Toorale – levels of production on land and entitlement purchased
	Senator NASH—… You can take on notice for the committee and gain from the appropriate New South Wales department the current levels of production. Can I move then to the issue of the entitlement that was bought and the allocation and three very clear questions. I know we did discuss this in some detail with Senator Heffernan. Could I have the total amount of the entitlement purchased, the current allocation or, if there is not one, to date the most recent allocation that was granted against that entitlement and what the government is assuming an average allocation will be against the purchase of that entitlement?

Senator Wong—We will take that on notice. We will do our best. In relation to the third issue, I put the caveat I have put before in relation to the purchase. In terms of the allocation against entitlement, we stand in the same shoes as any other licence holder.  …

Senator NASH—… You have no idea how much water is going to go back to the system.

Senator Wong—…I have advice that was provided to me about average and good year type allocations.  …

And you are seeking from us how much we are assuming? We can provide the advice as to what was put to me by the department, but again I just simply raise the point: allocation is dependent on inflow, and you know that.

Senator NASH—I understand that, Minister. Perhaps, then, you would not mind sharing what those average and good-year type allocations that you just quoted were, because if you have gone to the trouble with the state government of spending $24 million on a property for the purpose of returning water to the system then surely there must be some assessment on which you worked that says how much water you think might come back as a result of spending $24 million.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	19
	64 (21 Oct)
	Heffernan
	Murray Darling - Sustainable Yield Study
	Senator HEFFERNAN—If we get between 3,500 and 11,000 megs decline in run-off—that is the science prediction. God knows what part of it is right.

Senator Wong—This is the sustainable yield’s best, medium, worst scenarios you are talking about?

Senator HEFFERNAN—Yes.

Senator Wong—There are a range of scenarios there. We do not know, at this point—you are correct— which of those—

Senator HEFFERNAN—So we could spend $10 billion and still have zero allocation for low-security licences; that is true.

Senator Wong—We do not know which of the climate—

Senator HEFFERNAN—So why don’t we model it?

Senator Wong—We are modelling, Senator. That is what the sustainable yield study is—

Senator HEFFERNAN—Can I put all of that on notice.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	20
	66 (21 Oct)
	Nash
	Ref Qon 131 May hearings - MDBA
	Senator NASH—Sorry, of course. It is question 131. It is—  …
Senator NASH—I will just keep asking the question while you are doing it. Basically, the answer says that you were able to do it without a basin plan, and you were assessing offers against their capacity to provide water for high-value environmental assets and on achieving value for money. It would just be useful for the committee—and I am happy for you to take this on notice—if we could have a broader definition of both ‘high-value environmental assets’ and ‘achieving value for money’, if they are the criteria that you are currently assessing the buybacks on, given that there is no basin plan in place. I am happy for you to take that on notice in order to get some detail.

Mr Slatyer—To answer the question about high-value environmental assets, it is fairly straightforward at this stage. We have listed Ramsar sites and we have sites also in the directory of important wetlands of which there are quite a number and which are acknowledged for their ecological values.

Senator NASH—That is what I am getting at—if you could provide that ‘quite of number’.  …

Senator NASH—If you could provide that more expansive answer and also some more detail around what your assessment is for achieving value for money for the committee, that would be useful also.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	21
	68 (21 Oct)
	Siewert
	Ramsar – Ecological charter
	Senator SIEWERT—Thank you. Is that ecological character report available?

Ms Schweizer—I would have to check. The process for ecological character description reports is that once they have been completed to the satisfaction of the state we put them out for formal peer review to ensure that they are adequate and robust. I would have to check whether that has had its formal peer review or whether we are still going through that process. After that the reports go into the public domain and we send them off to the Ramsar convention and we put them on the website.

Senator SIEWERT—So what is the time frame for the peer review process and when is the report likely to be released?

Ms Schweizer—I would have to check, and I will be able to do it now, whether it has gone through peer review. We have got a series of about 20 or 30 ECDs because we are accelerating their delivery. I would have to check the exact status of that one.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	22
	69 (21 Oct)
	Siewert
	Coorong and Lower Lakes – Management plan
	Senator SIEWERT—When is the new management plan likely to be released?

Ms Schweizer—I would have to take that one on notice. That work is being done by our South Australian colleagues and, as you would appreciate, it is being informed by all the work that has got underway to date in terms of looking at medium- and long-term options for the Coorong. But I can get back to you as to when they anticipate finishing it.
	WG
	3.1
	04/02/09

	23
	70 (21 Oct)
	Birmingham
	Coorong and Lower Lakes - funding
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—On what basis was the $200 million selected?

Senator Wong—My recollection is that was the figure put forward by South Australia. That was in addition to the figure for piping which we have previously referred to.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Was that put forward in correspondence from the South Australian government or in discussions?

Senator Wong—We would have to take that on notice. There were a range of negotiations in terms of the MOU and the IGA, as you would be aware. They occurred at the political level as well as at the officer level and were bilateral as well as multilateral.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—If you could take that on notice, that would be appreciated.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	24
	71 (21 Oct)
	Birmingham
	Desalination plant – Adelaide SA
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—... Was the $100 million a request of the South Australian government?

Senator Wong—I would probably have to take that issue on notice. This was the Prime Minister’s announcement subsequent to the community cabinet, or subsequent to the cabinet meeting.  …

Senator BIRMINGHAM—… What I am trying to get to the heart of is where the

concept came from for an extra $100 million should the desal plant be doubled.  …

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Was this announcement assessed against any criteria?

Senator Wong—I will take on notice the $100 million extra.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	25
	75 (21 Oct)
	Nash
	Water buybacks – water allocations
	Senator NASH—… in relation to the 9.1 gigs of water that have gone through to the register. In terms of process for the committee, at what point do you get the allocation for that amount of water?

Senator Wong—Allocations are made generally on the first and the 15th by state authorities.

Senator NASH—Of each month?

Senator Wong—Yes, each month. Tony Slatyer?

Mr Slatyer—It is almost right, Minister.

Senator Wong—Near enough, not quite good enough.

Mr Slatyer—Some states make allocations only on the first. I think South Australia only does it every month. We can take the details on notice. The minister has answered, but there will be an announcement of some sort across the three states on the 15th of each month and the first of each month. Which state does it on which date we might have to take on notice.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	26
	Written Qon
	Fielding
	Latrobe aquifer
	1.
Would the department please advise the progress of the assistance package for Gippsland irrigators dependent on the Latrobe aquifer?

2. 
Has an agreement been reached with the Victorian Government on the assistance package? Please provide details

3. 
Have any of the 55 Yarram irrigators received assistance from the assistance package? Please provide details.
	WG
	3.2
	30/01/09

	27
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Foodbowl Modernisation project
	1.
Does the Commonwealth or Victorian Government have oversight of the Foodbowl Modernisation Project? 

2.
What arrangements are in place with the Victorian Government for the conduct of “due diligence” work on the project and how is this work being undertaken and by whom? 

3.
Is project work being outsourced and, if so, what aspects are being undertaken by external consultants. 

4.
Will these consultants be eligible for future work in relation to the project? 

5.
What progress has been made on the appointment of external consultants? 

6.
Who is conducting or has conducted the appointment process, how much are they being paid? 

7.
What are the critical dates for completion of the assessment?
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	28
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	4 per cent trading cap
	1.
In the previous water year, in how many regions was the 4 per cent trading cap reached? 

2.
Which regions, and in each case when was the cap reached?

3.
In the current water year, in how many regions has the 4 per cent trading cap been reached? 

4.
Which regions, and in each case when was the cap reached? 

5.
How many proposed water licence purchases by the Commonwealth have been impeded by the 4 per cent trading cap?
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	29
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Living Murray Initiative 
	1.
To what extent have targets under the Living Murray Initiative been reached for the return of water to key sites in the system?

2.
To what extent has each party to the initiative met their targets or obligations for the purchase of licences and return of water to the system? 

3.
Please detail the volumes in relation to each target and those that have been met to date.
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	30
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Murray Darling Basin – timetable for water savings
	1.
Will the Government be setting out an express, clear and absolute timetable in relation to water savings from infrastructure investments in the Murray-Darling Basin so that we can see an actual intended annual saving in terms of megalitres and gigalitres which will come from deployment of the funding for water infrastructure savings? 

2.
Will there be such a table and, if so, when will it be published?
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	31
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Water Recycling plant – Port Pirie
	1.
Has the Government pursued discussions with Nyrstar regarding their proposal to develop a water recycling initiative in Port Pirie?  

2.
What support has or is the Government providing in relation to this project?  

3.
Is this project considered a high priority for the Government?
	WG
	3.2
	30/01/09

	32
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Adelaide desalination plant
	1.
When will the Government know if its offer of $100 million to support a doubling of the Adelaide desalination plant has been accepted?  

2.
How long is this offer valid for?  

3.
What production targets does the Government expect the plant to meet?  

4.
When is or was the first $100 million being provided to the South Australian Government?
	WG
	3.2
	30/01/09

	33
	Written Qon
	Siewert
	Restrictions on interregional trade
	Can you comment on the way in which restrictions on interregional trade impact on the ability for water purchased to deliver environmental benefits?
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	34
	Written Qon
	Siewert
	Markets versus auctions
	1. Can you explain the pros and cons of different mechanisms, such as open markets versus auctions, for delivering environmental water in different circumstances? 

2. Can you explain the barriers and risks involved in targeting purchases from specific irrigators within a region or system?
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	35
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Murray Darling Basin - Audit
	1.
When will the audit of the Murray-Darling Basin be completed, and when will the findings be publicly released? 

2.
Who is conducting the audit and how were they selected or decided upon, how is it being conducted and at what cost? 


	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	36
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Murray Darling Basin – Govenor-General visits
	1.
Was the Department or any Minister’s Office consulted by the Governor-General’s office prior to the Governor-General’s tour of the Murray-Darling Basin?

2.
What information was provided in relation to potential sites, towns and regions to visit? 

3.
Which sites, towns and regions were considered as destinations?

4.
What other assistance is being provided by the Department and/or Minister’s office?
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	37
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Murray Darling Basin Audit – Minister’s visits
	1.
Which towns in the Murray-Darling Basin, and on what dates, has the Minister for Climate Change and Water visited this calendar year? 

2.
On what occasions was the Minister accompanied by the Prime Minister?
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	38
	Written Qon
	Xenophon
	Exit Packages
	In 20 September 2008, the Prime Minister announced a new exit grant package to assist small scale irrigators. 

1. 
Have further details of that exit grant package been prepared and, if so, when are they expected to be released? 

2. 
When is it expected that details regarding how to access the exit grant package will be announced? 

3. 
What is the expected take-up of the exit grant package by irrigators?

4. 
Approximately how many irrigators are there in the Murray Darling Basin on properties of 15 hectares or less? 

5. 
What is the expected cost of the package if 48 gigalitres of water is yielded for the environment as anticipated?
	WG
	3.1
	30/01/09

	39
	81 (21 Oct)
	Nash
	EPBC - Pipeline
	Senator NASH—Is my understanding correct that that decision was conditional on a number of things?

Mr Burnett—Yes, definitely, Senator.

Senator NASH—Can you outline those?

Mr Burnett—There are quite a number of them—17.

Senator NASH—Perhaps you can table those for the committee.

Mr Burnett—Yes…

Senator NASH—Perhaps you can take it on notice and assist the committee by getting it to us.

Mr Burnett—It is definitely public and we can get you a copy.
	AWD
	1.5
	03/12/08 + 1 attach't

	40
	86 (21 Oct)
	Xenophon
	EPBC - Pipeline
	Senator XENOPHON—I have a follow-on question. The Victorian Auditor-General was critical in some respects of the pipeline plan in April of this year. To what extent were the criticisms of the Victorian Auditor- General considered in the context of the Commonwealth’s role in terms of approval? Were they heeded or were they relevant in the context of the approval process?

Senator Wong—I have to take that on notice. This is in relation to Minister Garrett’s decision.

Senator XENOPHON—And in respect of any involvement with respect to the Commonwealth, for instance, in relation to part 2 of the project.

Senator Wong—I can answer the second part, which is really a water policy question. I do not know if Dr Horne is here. We will undergo a due diligence process with the Victorian government in relation to food bowl part 2 and obviously we will take into account a whole range of considerations.

Senator XENOPHON—Including the Victorian Auditor-General’s—

Senator Wong—I would anticipate that departmental officers would be aware of that report.

Mr Burnett—We will have to take it on notice.
	AWD
	1.5
	04/12/08

	41
	112 (21 Oct)
	Macdonald
	Threatened species – Mary River, QLD
	Senator MACDONALD—My final question: what action is the department involved in that would protect three very endangered species in the Mary River in Queensland?

Mr Borthwick—That is output 1.5, but we will come to the table and address it now.

Mr Burnett—You are referring to the Mary River cod, the Mary River turtle and the lungfish?

Senator MACDONALD—And the lungfish—yes, all three.

Mr Burnett—I will have to take it on notice. Essentially, you are asking about the content of the recovery plans associated with those threatened species and what funds are being provided by the federal government to support the implementation of those plans in that specific location?
	AWD
	1.5
	04/12/08

	42
	121 (21 Oct)
	Colbeck
	Patagonian tooth fish – assessment listing
	…

Senator Wong—Can I make a suggestion? We can take on notice, if you wish to press this, which agencies or parts of the department were consulted in relation to this assessment listing.
	AWD
	1.5
	04/12/08

	43
	132 (21 Oct)
	Colbeck
	Patagonian toothfish - nominations
	Mr Burnett—Chair, just before we start, could I briefly clarify some further evidence. Senator Colbeck was asking Ms Smith some questions in relation to the Patagonian toothfish and she gave an answer. The question was something along the lines of how many nominations were not accepted by the minister, and Ms Smith counted them and gave a number. She then provided a clarification that it was last year. I am not sure that Senator Colbeck heard her say that, so I wanted to make sure that that is on the record. If Senator Colbeck wants the numbers for this year rather than last year, we can provide those on notice.

CHAIR—All right. Perhaps you could take that on notice. I am sure he would appreciate that, thank you.
	AWD
	1.5
	04/12/08

	44
	Written Qon
	Siewert
	Exmouth Gulf Salt Mining


	1.
In relation to the Minister's pending decision on a controlled action under the EPBC Act to establish a solar salt mine along the eastern coast of Exmouth Gulf, is the Minister aware of the WA EPA's advice to the State Environment Minister contained in EPA Report 1295 dated July 2008 which unconditionally rejects the proposal on environmental grounds.

2.
When will the Minister be making his decision on the controlled action? 
	AWD
	1.5
	04/12/08

	45
	Written Qon
	Siewert
	Kimberley Regional Assesment
	What progress has been made in the Kimberley Regional Assessment?
	AWD
	1.5
	03/12/08

	46
	Written Qon
	Siewert
	Cassowary Recovery Plan
	1.
Under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Act (EPBC) Act a Cassowary Recovery Plan was required to be prepared and implemented for the period 2000-2005 with a second plan prepared and implemented for the period 2006-2010. Why have these plans not been implemented? When will they be implemented?

2.
Why hasn't there been an investigation into the death of Mario – the Cassowary Matriarch of Mission beach who was killed by lethal injection on 19th January 2008 on the side of the Garners Beach Rd.
	AWD
	1.5
	04/12/08

	47
	Written Qon
	Siewert
	Murray Darling Basin mining activity
	Does the department plan to look at all current and proposed mining activity in the Murray Darling Basin and carry out a full assessment of the impacts and potential impacts of mining on the whole of the MDB system?
	AWD


	1.5
	08/12/08

	48
	Written Qon
	Siewert
	ADI Site – Penrith 
	Is the Cumberland Ecosystem under consideration for declaration as critically endangered?
	AWD
	1.5
	03/12/08

	49
	93 (21 Oct)
	Milne
	Solar Homes – installations 
	Senator MILNE—If we can just go back to the 12,000 applications, how many have been processed and paid?

Mr Carter—At the current time we have 7,500 applications awaiting approval. I might just add that the significant and unexpected rise in demand has been quite challenging for the department in processing those applications. We have been looking at streamlining our processes and also putting additional resources into that processing. I will give you a couple of figures to illustrate that. We have increased staff from nine at the beginning of the calendar year to a current level of 26 to deal with that processing. Mr Oxley may have some more detail.

Mr Oxley—I have to apologise, but that is probably the one question I had not come equipped to answer today. I will take that on notice and I will try to get that information on the number of installations so far this financial year to you as quickly as I can.
	REED
	1.1
	03/12/08

	50
	94 (21 Oct)
	Milne
	Solar Homes – recommendation of training places
	Senator MILNE—So with this issue of capacity constraint, which I think is highly significant right across Australia, the Prime Minister announced recently as part of the financial stimulus package opportunities for training and so on. What role does your department have or what capacity does it have to make recommendations in terms of where some of those training places might need to go in order that this installation rate, which is effectively what we are talking about, can be lifted?

Mr Oxley—I am not aware of any process by which the department would provide input to the decisionmaking process around the allocation of those training places. I think we would have to take that on notice.
	REED
	1.1
	03/12/08

	51
	96 (21 Oct)
	Milne
	Solar Homes - remote rural program 
	Senator MILNE—In terms of the technologies that are benefiting from the program, how much is going to solar PV and how much is going to solar concentrations and so on?

Mr Oxley—I will take on notice the specifics of it, if I may, and we will provide some more detailed information as we can. But as a general observation, where we talk about residential and small-scale projects, they would tend to be solar-diesel hybrid systems, so PV systems. When we get to larger scale installations, we have quite a bit of solar thermal going in through the company solar systems.
	REED
	1.1
	03/12/08

	52
	96 (21 Oct)
	Milne
	Solar homes – Large  Projects
	Senator MILNE—Are you able to give me any indication of what they are?

Mr Oxley—Are you asking for an indication of the projects that are still in the assessment process or those that have already been approved?

Senator MILNE—The ones that have been approved.

Mr Carter—Certainly we can read through the list of them, or provide them to you if you would like the detail.
	REED
	1.1
	03/12/08

	53
	97 (21 Oct)
	Milne
	Solar Homes – applications beyond budget
	Senator MILNE—So when I asked you before about funding demand and whether you were on track and so on, obviously on track to spend the money, albeit $42 million less than might have been expected. In terms of applications, how many are you refusing because it would take you beyond budget?

Mr Oxley—We are in the situation where we would have a number—and I could not tell you how many— of projects which we understand are in the process of being developed by proponents who have approached us and sought a copy of the draft guidelines for the major projects who, if the major projects component had not been suspended, you would reasonably anticipate would have made an application at some future point in time. There may be one or two projects which are in the assessment pipeline that may not be able to be supported as a consequence of the budget being fully committed.

Senator MILNE—How many of those are there?

Mr Oxley—I would prefer to take that on notice, because I would only be giving you a guesstimate and I would rather not do that.
	REED
	1.1
	08/12/08

	54
	99 (21 Oct)
	Birmingham
	Green Loans – assessments 
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—How many assessments is the department planning on in the first year of the program?

Mr Carter—I am not sure if I have an annual breakdown of that. I might have to take that on notice. We are anticipating in excess of 300,000 assessments over the program, but I do not have the detail of how we see that rolling out.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—How many qualified assessors exist at present?

Mr Carter—I would have to take that on notice, too, the actual numbers.
	REED
	1.1
	03/12/08

	55
	99 (21 Oct)
	Birmingham
	Green Loans – estimates of program
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—Lastly from me, there is a statement on the department’s website about the Green Loans Program that says:

This innovative program will help an estimated 200,000 home owners to reduce annual greenhouse gas emissions by around 600,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent per year by 2020.

How is that estimation made?

Mr Carter—I can provide some detail on notice about that…
	REED
	1.1
	08/12/08

	56
	99 (21 Oct)
	Birmingham
	Green Loans – Energy Savings
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—It sounds as if you have done some reasonable modelling. If you could on notice provide that information as to the energy savings estimated under the program and therefore carbon emission reductions estimated under the program, that would be appreciated.
	REED
	1.1
	08/12/08

	57
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Solar and Geothermal Schools porgram
	Is the Department giving consideration to the inclusion of Geothermal Heat Pumps in the Solar and Geothermal Schools Program?
	REED
	1.1
	08/12/08

	58
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Energy Efficiency – outsourced machines
	1.
What is the cost of the requirement that new machines supplied as part of the Department’s technology outsourcing meet or exceed the Government’s Energy Star specifications for power consumption?

2.
What reaction has met the introduction of this requirement?

3.
What assessment, if any, is being undertaken of the benefits of this requirement?

4.
Will this be used as a model to be applied across all of government?
	REED/ CSD
	1.1
	08/12/08

	59
	111 (21 Oct)
	Macdonald
	Australian Weeds Research Centre – Permanent CEO
	Senator Wong—The advice I have been provided with—and I wonder if I could take it on notice because I do not have a department official who can assist, it appears—is that the government has allocated $15.3 million over four years to establish a cutting edge Australian Weeds Research Centre.

Ms Colreavy—That’s right.

Senator Wong—This is Caring for our Country funding. I am not sure to what extent this is Minister Burke’s or Minister Garrett’s. It is shared responsibility under Caring for our Country.

Senator MACDONALD—Thanks for establishing that. My real question is: has the permanent CEO been appointed?

Senator Wong—We would have to take that on notice.

Senator MACDONALD—If you are providing half the money, one would think that someone might have some idea of how the CRCs operate.

Senator Wong—I do not have an officer rushing to the table on this issue.

Ms Colreavy—It is being managed under the DAFF part of the program, but we can check that answer for you and provide it on notice.
	AGLC
	1.2
	03/12/08

	60
	Written Qon
	Nash/

Williams
	Caring for Country – Toorale Station
	1.
I refer you to the Australian Government website www.nrm.gov.au which states ‘Australian Government Land and Coasts (AG Land and Coasts) is a unique cross-departmental team, comprising staff from the Australian Government departments of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts and Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. Staff from both departments work side by side to jointly manage delivery of Caring for our Country and develop and implement environment and resource management policies of joint interest.’ 


Is this a correct statement about the role of the Department in the delivery of the Caring for Our Country programme? 

2.
What advice did the department provide prior to the purchase of Toorale Station near Bourke by the Commonwealth and NSW Government’s?

3.
What is the financial, social and economic impact of the purchase of Toorale Station on the Bourke Shire and surrounding districts?

4.
Was funding providing from the Caring for our Country programme for the purchase of Toorale Station? 

5.
Isn’t it a fact that rural press has reported the Minister for the Environment as saying that $3.5 million was providing from the Caring for our Country programme towards the purchase of Toorale Station? Is this $3.5 million figure correct? 

6.
What role does the Department have in administering the Caring for Country programme? 

7.
Has the funding being paid yet for the purchase of Toorale Station?

8.
Under what component of the Caring for our Country programme is/was funding being provided for the purchases of Toorale Station?

9.
When was this program open for funding and what date did it close? (latest round, name of program)? Please provide a list of all the criteria and amounts of funding that can be sought under this program, including what organisations or individuals can apply and how much funding is available in the current round of funding and when other successful applicants will be named?

10.
What is the process for funding to be provided under this programme?

11.
Has any officer from the Department visited Toorale Station prior to the purchase or since the purchase to evaluate whether the property meets all of the guidelines outlined above? If not why not and when are you planning to that?

12.
Who provided the due diligence needed to sign off on the funding for this project?

13.
Who made the application for funding under the Caring for Country programme for funds for the purchase of Toorale Station?

14.
When was the application made?

15.
Was the Department informed prior to the funding being approved? 

16.
Was the Prime Minister, his department, or the Minister for Climate Change and Water or her department involved in the application and approval of the funding for the purchase of Toorale Station under the Caring for our Country programme? 

17.
Did the department received any advice or instructions from the Prime Minister, his department, or the Minister for Climate Change and Water or her department? What was the nature of this advice?

18.
What conditions have been attached to the funding under the Caring for our Country programme on the purchase and approval of funding prior to the funding being granted for the purchase of Toorale Station?

19.
Was due process followed in the granting of funding under the Caring for our Country programme when funds were or are being provided for the purchase of Toorale Station?

20.
Has the funding, being made available under Caring for our Country, been included on the website http://www.nrm.gov.au/projects/nsw/west/index.html? If not why not? 

21.
Does the Department believe the purchase of Toorale Station represented value for money?

22.
Can the department please provide a breakdown of the value of the water purchased on Toorale Station and the value of the land given the purchase prices was $23.75 million? If not why not? Especially in light of the fact you are a lead agency for Caring for Our Country which provided a significant amount of funding?

23.
Is the purchase of Toorale Station a blue print for the Government purchase of other iconic prime agricultural land?
	AGLC
	1.2
	04/12/08

	61
	Written Qon
	Nash
	National Parks – Researves increase – Caring for Country
	I refer you to a Joint Media Release from the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, and the Minister for the Environment which states; Specific five-year outcomes have been identified across the six national priority areas for the program including:

· increase the size of the protected-area estate under the National Reserve System to 125 million hectares – a 25% increase; 

· increase the area of native habitat and vegetation managed to reduce critical threats to biodiversity by at least one million hectares; 

· reduce the impact of invasive species including rabbits and rodents on Macquarie Island, Tasmania and cane toads; and maintain viable Tasmanian Devil populations; 

· assist at least 30% of Australian farmers to adopt sustainable land management practices; and 

· contribute to at least 30 partnerships with Indigenous groups and at least five major regional partnerships. 

1.
What are the names of the individual programmes in place and how much funding has been allocated to each programme to achieve each of the six national priority areas under the Caring for our Country programme? 

2.
How will each of these individual programmes be work? Will there be rounds of funding if so when or will these rounds be opened? Have any already been open? Which ones, when were they opened, when did/will they close? How much funding was available and what was the assessment criteria for each one?

3.
What will be the socio-economic impact of taking an additional 25 million hectares out of agriculture land out of production?

4.
What modelling has been done on the socio-economic impact of increasing the National Reserve System by 25 %? If none, when will it be done and why wasn’t it done prior to announcing the policy objectives?

5.
How will the policy objective of increasing the national reserve system by 25% be achieved?

6.
What funding is available for each of those components?

7.
Will state governments be eligible for funding? 

8.
Is it the Government’s intention to continue to buy prime agriculture land and convert it into national parks? 

9.
What impact will this have on the nations food security – has any modelling been done on this? If not why not?
	MD AGLC
	1.2
	08/12/08

	62
	102 (21 Oct)
	Siewert
	Caring for Country – World Heritage funding
	Senator SIEWERT—Can you tell me how much funding was allocated under Caring for our Country against World Heritage? To save time, could you then table the projects that are being funded?

Ms Colreavy—Individual projects? I do not think I am able to do that at this stage because some of the projects that will be funded will be subject to proposals that have not yet been approved, so I might not be able to provide down to project level, but we have an overall budget for natural icons and World Heritage of $14 million. That is not just for World Heritage, that is for a mix of activities.

Senator SIEWERT—How is that money going to be allocated against that expenditure item? In other words, how much is being allocated to World Heritage, how much is being allocated to icons and how are the decisions being made about those allegations?

Ms Colreavy—During the transition year 2008-09, ministers have taken a number of decisions about funding programs in order to maintain momentum and operations in the department. World Heritage sorts of activities subject to MOUs with state agencies for maintenance of World Heritage properties were quickly determined because there were existing commitments made for those. Other sorts of activities for which a decision had not already been taken needed to be weighed up against other competing priorities and decisions taken as to whether or not they would be funded. Proposals could be made from external proponents, say, through open grants as well, if that was seen as viable. I could go back to your question about budget allocation for particular areas and give you some level of detail at this stage.

Senator SIEWERT—That would be appreciated, thanks.
	AGLC
	1.3
	08/12/08

	63
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Indigenous Rangers
	1.
With reference to an article in The Age on 15 October 2008, how does using Indigenous Rangers as paid armed guards help the environment or their communities?

2.
How many have been provided with guns and what type of guns are they?

3.
How many crocodiles have been shot by Indigenous Rangers and how many crocodiles have been shot at?

4.
Have there ever been any problems with the weapons?

5.
Why do National Parks or private contractors not perform this function?

6.
How and where are weapons stored when Indigenous Rangers are not on duty?
	AGLC
	1.5
	11/12/08

	64
	103 (21 Oct)
	Siewert
	Marine Budget – previous allocations
	Ms Petrachenko—Yes, the decision on transitional funding for marine has been made and the transitional allocation for this year is $7,042,000.

Senator SIEWERT—Can you tell me how that relates to previous allocations, please.

Ms Petrachenko—The difficulty was my NHT allocation previously. I had marine and terrestrial biodiversity, but if I recall correctly—and I can take on notice the exact detail—it was approximately $6.7 million in marine.
	MD
	1.3
	03/12/08

	65
	114 (21 Oct)
	Birmingham
	Appointment – Whaling envoy – Ref Qon 94 May
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—Did this appointment go to cabinet, Minister?

Senator Wong—I will take that on notice.  …

Senator BIRMINGHAM—The department entered into a contractual arrangement with Mr Hollway on 5 October. Just for the minister’s benefit, to step back a moment, as Senator Macdonald pointed out to me, question on notice No. 94, which I have looked at previously as well—which was a question that Senator Macdonald asked as to whether or not the appointment of the special envoy had been to cabinet—was answered:

Yes, the issue of a special envoy on whale conservation has been considered by Cabinet.

That was a question asked on 29 May. I do not have the date on this that the answer was furnished, but nonetheless we take it that it had been to cabinet at 29 May. Was Mr Hollway’s appointment confirmed at a cabinet meeting? As it was indicated it was discussed prior to 29 May, was it confirmed at that meeting?

Senator Wong—I do not think I have anything to add to the answer to the question on notice, and I told you I will take that issue on notice.
	MD
	1.3
	30/01/09

	66
	115 (21 Oct)
	Birmingham
	Appointment – Whaling envoy
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—Right, and when did the department first make contact with Mr Hollway to discuss those terms of appointment?

Ms Petrachenko—We will take that on notice. I believe it was 29 September.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—When was the department advised to begin negotiations for the appointment of Mr Hollway?

Ms Petrachenko—I will take that on notice as well for the exact date.

Mr Borthwick—But it would have been around that time; in other words, it has only been recently.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—What advice did the department have from the minister or cabinet between providing its list of options on 9 January and the appointment or advice to negotiate terms and conditions on 29 September? When did the department become aware that Mr Hollway was the preferred choice of government?

Ms Petrachenko—I think I can refer back to previous questions on notice where we discussed in those answers the actual role of a special envoy and those answers were provided. In terms of the exact date the government decided to choose Mr Hollway, I will take that on notice. We entered into the contract with him on 5 October.
	MD
	1.3
	08/01/09

	67
	117 (21 Oct)
	Birmingham
	Whaling envoy – meetings in Japan
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—When did Mr Hollway hold talks in Japan?

Senator Wong—First hold talks in Japan—that is the question?

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Yes.

Ms Petrachenko—It would have been the week of 5 October onto the 10th.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—When were those talks organised?

Ms Petrachenko—I was overseas myself at that point in time, so I cannot answer that question. I will have to take that on notice.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Were they more than a week in advance?

Ms Petrachenko—I said I do not know, so I will have to take that on notice.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Because the week of 5 October was, of course, the week that Mr Hollway signed his contract, which was only a week after a request to draw up such contract was provided. Are we looking at a situation where the department or Mr Hollway were lining up his meetings in Japan ahead of being requested to draw up his contract?

Ms Petrachenko—I think the normal chain of events is that we receive a direction from the minister’s office to negotiate a contractual arrangement, at the same time understanding initial visits would be required, and then we would work through Foreign Affairs and the embassy to secure appropriate times. I cannot tell you the exact date of when that occurred. However, I could take that on notice.
	MD
	1.3
	11/12/08

	68
	119 (21 Oct)
	Macdonald
	Whaling envoy – remuneration 
	Senator MACDONALD—I accept that. Thanks for the answer, Minister, but I was asking if it was hypocritical, with the Prime Minister on one hand saying parliamentarians should lead by example—and we are all very happy to do that—but at the same time senior public servants getting increases of up to $1,500, and Mr Hollway seems to be getting very well paid for a few months work.

Senator Wong—Perhaps I could ask Ms Petrachenko to indicate the basis on which that amount was determined.

Ms Petrachenko—Yes. We can take this on notice and do a comparative analysis of other per diems that we pay. I think that would be a fairer comparison, because we did look at that and our determination was that it was a competitive rate.
	MD
	1.3
	11/12/08

	69
	119 (21 Oct)
	Birmingham
	IWC meeting – June 2008 - cost
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—How many people were in the party to the IWC meeting in Chile in June?

Ms Petrachenko—I believe it was 16.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—It was led by the minister. What was the composition of the rest, broadly? Were they all public servants?

Ms Petrachenko—I believe I answered this at the previous estimates, but I can go through it again if you want.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Sorry, I am looking at the June one. Very quickly, what was the total cost?

Ms Petrachenko—I will have to take that on notice in terms of total cost. It would be split between a number of departments…
	MD
	1.3
	08/12/08

	70
	128 (21 Oct)
	Macdonald
	Reef Rescue program
	Senator MACDONALD—I want to know, if I can, with the government’s new program of $200 million for reef rescue, what is going to landowners through the various primary industry groups to actually do something concrete? There are no assessments, no studies, no conferences, no strategies. They all have to be done. I really want to know what actual money is going to go to taking back riparian areas, stopping fertilisers running into the sea et cetera—practical, on-the-ground stuff.

Ms Petrachenko—I will provide you on notice the details of the answer to the question—what was spent previously. I think Mr Taylor can provide you with some information on what is planned to get out on the ground now.  …
Mr H Taylor—Of the $200 million, there is $146 million earmarked for water quality grants, which are directed to go through industry bodies and regional bodies to on-farm practices that reduce sediment, nutrient and pesticide run-off from properties. This is targeting ground cover, reduced tillage techniques, improved grazing, riparian protection and activities of that nature. So $146 million of the $200 million is targeting that area.

Senator MACDONALD—Okay. I really want to pin us all down. Can you, on notice, try and timeline how that money is going to be spent…
	MD
	1.2
	04/12/08

	71
	Written Qon
	Siewert
	Conservation of the Coasts and Oceans


	1.
What are the expected dates for delivery of each of the major milestones in the development of BMPs for each of the Commonwealth Marine Regions (release of draft plans, consultation periods, release of final plans, declaration under EPBC). 

2.
How will the budgets for each of the plans be affected by the financial cuts suffered by the NOO recently? 

3.
How will this affect the planning processes and ultimately the plans themselves? 
	MD
	1.3
	03/12/08

	72
	Written Qon
	Siewert
	Conservation of the Coasts and Oceans


	1.
How are the bioregional planning processes taking into account the current and predicted rise in ocean acidity, and how is the natural variability of these impacts with depth and temperature being factored in to geographically-specific zoning decisions?

2.
How are the planning processes taking into account the current and predicted temperature rises in our oceans and the subsequent ecosystem disruption and change in patterns of fisheries?
	MD
	1.3
	04/12/08

	73
	Written Qon
	Siewert
	Conservation of the Coasts and Oceans
	1.
Given that the Australian Government is developing a National Climate Change and Fisheries Action Plan, a priority action of the National Climate Change Adaptation Framework endorsed by the Council of Australian Governments which is due for completion this year, how will this feed into the BMPs currently being developed, and when is the Action Plan expected to be publicly released?

2.
Does this Action Plan recognise the role of BMP’s in delivering government policy, or is it operating in a silo?

3.
Given that the objective of the Action Plan is to assist fishers from all fishing sectors to adapt to unavoidable impacts of, and, where relevant, mitigate the effects of their operations on, climate change, will effort displacement funds (or structural adjustment monies) be available as part of this process or any other processes? 
	MD
	1.3
	12/12/08

	74
	Written Qon
	Siewert
	Conservation of the Coasts and Oceans


	1.
When will bioregional planning for the East Marine Region be commenced and completed?

2.
When is it likely that potential marine protected areas for the East Marine Region be identified and announced?

3.
Is it likely that separate and accelerated action to identify a Coral Sea MPA be undertaken?

4.
What funding has been allocated in 2008- 09 for planning in the East Marine Region and identification for MPAs, including for the Coral Sea?

5.
Given the recognised expertise of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority is it likely that the planning and management of a Coral Sea Marine Park be delegated to the Authority?

6.
Given there is no oil and gas exploration or production in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park is it likely that this policy will be extended and represented in the adjacent Coral Sea waters?
	MD
	1.3
	03/12/08

	75
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Whaling Envoys
	1.
In its “advice to the Government about possible (whaling) envoys” provided in a brief to the Minister on 9 January 2008 did the Department provide a list of possible names to be considered for the position as whaling envoy?  

2.
On what basis were these names selected?  

3.
With whom did the department consult in the preparation of these names?  

4.
How many names of possible whaling envoys were contained in the brief provided to the Minister on 9 January?

5.
In consideration of the whaling envoy by Cabinet: 

(a) Did the Minister provide a list or shortlist of possible appointees?

(b) Did the Minister seek approval or endorsement of Cabinet for any recommended appointee?

(c) Did the Minister advise Cabinet of his decision to appoint Mr Hollway?

(d) If any of the above occurred, at what meeting or meetings of Cabinet did they occur?

6.
When was Mr Hollway first advised that he was under consideration for the position as Whaling Envoy?  

7.
When was Mr Hollway first advised that he was the preferred appointee of the Minister or Cabinet?  

8.
What discussions or meetings did Mr Hollway have with the Minister, Prime Minister, other Ministers or departmental officials about the position of Whaling Envoy prior to his contract being signed?  

9.
When did these discussions take place and with whom?

10.
Is there a right of renewal on Mr Hollway’s contract and, if so, under what terms and for how long?

11.
Against what success factors or performance indicators will Mr Hollway’s work as Whaling Envoy be assessed?
	MD
	1.3
	02/02/09

	76
	129 (21 Oct)
	Ludlam
	Commonwealth funding - Heritage
	Senator LUDLAM—Yes, the clock is ticking. I will go through these fairly quickly and I will place on notice whatever is left at the end of the slot. I wanted to ask some fairly general questions at the outset on Commonwealth government expenditure on heritage. I am concerned more at the moment with human heritage and built heritage rather than natural.

It appears from the budget statements that the comparable total heritage budget in 2001 was $57.6 million. In 2008 it was $45 million. Can you confirm that that is an accurate assessment and can you explain whether that is a significant reduction in core Heritage Division funding or whether funding has been displaced into different areas?

Mr Shevlin—Unfortunately I do not have the figures with me for 2001 so I cannot give you that precise comparison.

Senator LUDLAM—Is it your sense that funding has been reduced relatively sharply in the last six or seven years?

Mr Shevlin—Total funding for heritage, particularly world, national and Commonwealth heritage, this year is slightly less in total than last year. I can give you that figure but I cannot give you the figure going many years back.

Senator LUDLAM—Perhaps I can put that on notice. The answer that I am seeking really is whether there has been an actual decline in Commonwealth funding since 2001—we can use that as a benchmark—or whether funding has been displaced into different portfolio areas or different agencies,..
	HD
	1.4
	13/02/09

	77
	130 (21 Oct)
	Ludlam
	EPBC – Review of Commonwealth and national heritage lists
	Senator LUDLAM—Is there any requirement under that section for public consultation in that regard?

Mr Shevlin—I am not aware of that. I can take it on notice, if you like.
	HD
	1.4
	08/12/08

	78
	131 (21 Oct)
	Ludlam
	Ministerial advisory forum on cultural heritage
	Senator LUDLAM—I understand that—when we would expect to see some announcement as to the form of this working group, its make-up and constituency, the role it will play and whether it will have funding going forward.

Senator Wong—I will take that on notice.
	HD
	1.4
	08/12/08

	79
	Written Qon
	Adams
	Indigenous Heritage Program – Indigenous War Graves Inc 


	1.
Would Department please provide a copy of both funding guidelines and criteria of the Indigenous Heritage Program? 

2.
Regarding the letter (dated 16 September) sent to HIWG, signed by Terry Bailey, Assistant Secretary, Natural and Indigenous Heritage. The letter says: 
"… in recognition of the good work that your organisation does, the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts, the Hon Peter Garret AM MP, has approved six months funding to provide the opportunity for you to explore alternative funding."

a) Is this a normal procedure? 

b) If so, how many projects from where have received how much extended funding for how long? 

3.
The letter further says that … 
"If by December, Honouring Indigenous War Graves has been unable to find alternative funding sources, the Minister has indicated he will review his decision and consider providing additional funding until the end of the financial year." 

a)
Is this a normal procedure? 

b)
If yes, provide detailed information on how many organisations from where have been positively re-assessed after their funding claims originally had been denied? 

4.
Regarding the newspaper article "Funding hit to champion of Aboriginal war veterans"published in the West Australian (4/10/2008 P58), which stated: 
"Mr Schnaars wrote to Prime Minister Kevin Rudd and Veterans Affairs Minister Alan Griffin late last year but by June he had not received a response. Eleven days after receiving question from THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in early July, the Minister's office responded by saying he had asked the department to explore ways to provide support to the group." 

a)
I understand from this information and from my conversations with Mr Schnaars that journalists received information about a possible funding review, however, Mr Schnaars was not informed. Is this correct?

b)
Is it sheer co-incidence that Mr Bailey wrote to HIWG offering a possible funding review after they have been contacted by the media? 
	HD
	1.4
	08/12/08

	80
	Written Qon
	Siewert
	Fraser Island Dingo Fences
	1.
Prior to electrification which Queensland departments and other bodies have sought indemnity from any future legal actions resulting from the electrification and injuries from the grids themselves?

2.
Has QPWS investigated the cause of the death of a Fraser Island dingo found dead on the beach just south of Eurong in the evening in early July 2008?

3.
Now that the townships of Eurong and Happy Valley are fully fenced with the modified cattle grids in place proposing to be electrified, what procedures are in place to remove any dingoes which may be trapped inside the fence?

4.
What procedures are in place to assist dingoes trapped or injured on the electrified angle iron grids?

5.
How many recorded dingos are there on Fraser Island? How many recorded family groups are there on Fraser Island?

6.
How many dingoes have been destroyed on Fraser Island since 2001?

7.
Please supply the sex, age and location of the destroyed dogs along with the incidents they were responsible for. Who is responsible for their destruction and how were they destroyed?

8.
Are there anymore dingo fences planned for Fraser Island. If yes, where are they to be located and what is the timetable for establishment?

9.
Who is responsible for establishing the ground work for these fences? What are the estimated costs?

10.
Are maintenance costs included or budgeted for? Are any maintenance costs being provided by the Commonwealth?
	HD
	1.4
	08/12/08

	81
	135 (21 Oct)
	Ludlam
	Ranger uranium mine - ERA
	Senator LUDLAM—Has the company provided any advice to your office on the level of environmental assessment that their expansion plans might reasonably require under the EPBC Act?

Mr Hughes—I believe they have given an undertaking that they will be making a referral.

Senator LUDLAM—They will be making a referral under EPBC?

Mr Hughes—I understand that.

Senator LUDLAM—As far as you are aware. Minister, could I ask you to take a similar question on notice on behalf of the minister.

Senator Wong—If you ask the Supervising Scientist that, and he takes it on notice.

Senator LUDLAM—What the company might have said to the Office of the Supervising Scientist and what they might have said to the minister are—

Senator Wong—I see. Yes, no worries.
	SSD
	1.5
	04/12/08

	82
	Written Qon
	Ludlam
	Tailings Dam – Ranger - OSS
	1.
Regarding the proposals for the lifting/heightening of the tailings dam that were discussed in previous Estimates hearings, what assessment was undertaken regarding the heightening of the tailings dams at Ranger?  What did the assessment identify as potential risks and impacts?  What steps have been taken to address these?

2.
What is the extent of social impact monitoring that OSS is currently undertaking in the Alligator Rivers region? 

3.
Is the OSS aware of any other social impact modelling undertaken in the Alligator Rivers region, with particular regard to the social impacts of past or present uranium mining?

4.
What advice has OSS provided government following the findings of the 2003 Senate Inquiry into uranium mining?  Have OSS or ERA practices changed significantly since this inquiry?

5.
Regarding the expansion of the planned expansion of the Ranger site, has the OSS provided any advice to the Minister on the level of environmental assessment that the expansion plans might reasonably require under the EPBC Act? 

6.
If there is no advice, why has the OSS not acted on the public information regarding Ranger's expansion? 

7.
If there is advice, has the OSS been pro-active in making certain that this environmental assessment is undertaken well in advance of the proposed expansion to ensure high quality community consultation and therefore informed government decision making?
	SSD
	1.5
	03/12/08

	83
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Plastic Bags
	What progress is being made on national initiatives to phase out the use of plastic bags? What targets and timelines does the government have?
	EQD
	1.5
	03/12/08

	84
	138 (21 Oct)
	Macdonald
	Sea surface temperature 
	Senator MACDONALD—Sea surface temperatures as opposed to land surface temperatures? Can you, on notice, give me details of however you measured surface temperatures between 1999 and 2006 and then between 2006 and 30 August 2008?

Dr Smith—This is on the method of how we measure—

Senator MACDONALD—No, not how you measure it but just what the temperature has been over that seven-year period and then what it has been in the last 18 months. Do you say it is 23 degrees on average this year and 24 in that year? Is that how you do it?

Dr Smith—We can take that on notice.
	BOM
	1.3
	04/12/08

	85
	139 (21 Oct)
	Macdonald
	BOM staffing reduction
	Senator MACDONALD—… Is the Cairns Airport weather station reducing from five to one? You have said no. You have said the observers are reducing, from what to what?

Dr Smith—Over time, the observers are decreasing to one or two. I could look up the exact figure.

Senator MACDONALD—From how many?

Dr Smith—At times I think there have been up to four observers there. I can look up the exact figure if you want it.

Senator MACDONALD—Perhaps you could take it on notice for me and that will give you time to double-check that. What are the current staff numbers at Cairns Airport? You did tell me on notice last time, fortuitously. You said there were 11 there at 20 February 2008. How many now?

Dr Smith—At this precise moment? I would have to take that on notice…

…

Senator MACDONALD—On notice, could you give me the number of staff at Cairns, what each of them do? As at 20 February, which you had already given me, there were 11. Tell me what those 11 do, please, and then tell me what is proposed for 2011…

Let me quickly say that this report goes on to mention Mackay and Longreach. Perhaps if I can simply ask you to indicate to me what the situation is now and what is proposed. Could you do that? That was in the Courier-Mail, but

in the Sydney Morning Herald there is a quote—again, I assume, from the same source, the Community and Public Sector Union:

The changes will affect weather stations across the country, including Canberra, Launceston, Kalgoorlie, Port Hedland, Mount Isa—

which I am particularly interested in—

Cobar, Moree, Tennant Creek, Mildura, Halls Creek, Cairns, Longreach, Mackay and Coffs Harbour. 

Because of the time constraints…on notice could you comment to me on what the situation is in all of those that I have mentioned in relation to current staffing and what is proposed into the future?

Dr Smith—I can do that on notice, thanks.
	BOM
	1.3
	04/12/08

	86
	140 (21 Oct)
	Macdonald
	BOM – CPSU media release
	Senator MACDONALD—For my benefit, if no-one else’s, Dr Smith, it might help if you could provide me with a copy of the CPSU media release, which no doubt you have—I have not—and perhaps you could highlight what you consider to be the inaccuracies.  …

could Dr Smith let me have the press release and then in a separate document say: ‘They’re wrong in the third line where they say 10 down to five. It is really 10 down to two,’ or whatever. So could you do that?

Dr Smith—We can do that, certainly.
	BOM
	1.3
	08/12/08

	87
	Written Qon
	Barnett
	BOM – Launceston Weather Shop
	1.
What are the current staffing levels for the Launceston Weather Shop (LWS)?

2.
What services are provided from the LWS?

3.
Are there any current plans or proposals to alter the Services provided by the LWS or the staff levels?

4.
If there are changes to the Services provided by the LWS and reductions to staff levels, what effect will these have on the quality of data and forecasting provided (where quantifiable)?

5.
If there are changes, can the department provide assurance that the quality of data collected will not diminish?

6.
Can the Bureau confirm that the forecaster currently employed at the Launceston Weather Shop will be retained in Launceston?
	BOM
	1.1
	08/12/08

	88
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	BOM – Annual Report
	1.
If the Bureau annual report has not yet been tabled, when will it be tabled and was any consideration given to having the annual report ready in advance of Supplementary Estimates as a courtesy?
	BOM
	1.3
	08/12/08

	89
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	BOM – Staff
	1.
How many permanent staff recruited since the budget estimates?

2.
What level are these staff?

3.
How many temporary positions exist or have been created since budget estimates?

4.
Since budget estimates, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?

5.
Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?

6.
If so, where and at what level?
	BOM
	1.3
	04/12/08

	90
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	BOM – Razor Gang
	1.
What discussions has the Bureau had with the Razor Gang Mk II?

2.
Has the Razor Gang indicated any cuts/savings to be made by the Bureau?
	BOM
	1.3
	15/12/08

	91
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	BOM – Special accounts
	1.
What special accounts does the Bureau currently hold? How much is in these accounts?

2.
Does the Bureau use the interest from these funds to fund ongoing operations?

3.
Has the Razor Gang Mark II given any indication about the future of these special accounts?
	BOM
	1.3
	08/12/08

	92
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	BOM – Underspend 
	1.
How many programs were underspent in 07-08 financial year?

2.
What requests have been made to roll-over underspends to 2008-09?

3.
Were these requests successful?
	BOM
	1.3
	08/12/08

	93
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	BOM – Media Monitoring and Communications 
	1.
How much has been spent on media monitoring to date this year?

2.
What communications programs has the Bureau undertaken, or are planning to undertake?

3.
For each program, what is the total spend?

4.
Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of each event.
	BOM
	1.3
	04/12/08

	94
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	BOM – FOI
	1.
Has the Bureau received any advice on how to respond to FOI requests?

2.
How many FOI requests has the Bureau received?

3.
How many have been granted or denied?

4.
How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	BOM
	1.3
	08/12/08

	95
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	BOM – Reviews
	1.
How many Reviews are currently being undertaken in the Bureau?

2.
When will each of these reviews be concluded?

3.
Which Reviews have been completed since Budget Estimates?

4.
When will the Government be responding to the respective reviews that have been completed?
	BOM
	1.3
	12/12/08

	96
	143 (21 Oct)
	Macdonald
	GBRMPA – drop in Tourism 
	Senator MACDONALD—… What effect do you think declining tourism is likely to have on the amount collected for the environmental management charge? I know you do not directly get that, but it sort of comes back to you, doesn’t it?

Dr Reichelt—Yes. It flows through the consolidated revenue. It is running a little bit down at the moment. I think the last figure I saw for the quarter was something like $80,000 or $100,000 down. The total per year is over $8 million. I believe the numbers are down for the industry at the moment.

…
Senator MACDONALD—Yes, okay. On notice, can you perhaps elaborate on that. What impact is it going to have on your budget? How are you going to cope with that? What are your projections for the next 12 and 24 months for the tourism industry, which is not looking all that hot, although the falling dollar might be making it look a bit better.

Dr Reichelt—We will certainly give you what information we have and projections, if they are there. I suspect it will be a record of what we have to date, but we can give you that and you will see that it is down a little bit.
	GBRMPA
	1.2
	08/12/08

	97
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA – Annual Report
	If the Authority annual report has not yet been tabled, when will it be tabled and was any consideration given to having the annual report ready in advance of Supplementary Estimates as a courtesy?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	08/12/08

	98
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA - Staff
	1.
How many permanent staff recruited since the budget estimates?

2.
What level are these staff?

3.
How many temporary positions exist or have been created since budget estimates?

4.
Since budget estimates, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?

5.
Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?

6.
If so, where and at what level?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	08/12/08

	99
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA – Razor Gang
	1.
What discussions has the Authority had with the Razor Gang Mk II?

2.
Has the Razor Gang indicated any cuts/savings to be made by the Authority?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	08/12/08

	100
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA – Special Accounts
	1.
What special accounts does the Authority currently hold? How much is in these accounts?

2.
Does the Authority use the interest from these funds to fund ongoing operations?

3.
Has the Razor Gang Mark II given any indication about the future of these special accounts?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	08/12/08

	101
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA - Underspending
	1.
How many programs were underspent in 07-08 financial year?

2.
What requests have been made to roll-over underspends to 2008-09?

3.
Were these requests successful?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	08/12/08

	102
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA – Media monitoring and Communications
	1.
How much has been spent on media monitoring to date this year?

2.
What communications programs has the Authority undertaken, or are planning to undertake?

3.
For each program, what is the total spend?

4.
Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of each event.
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	08/12/08

	103
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA - FOI
	1.
Has the Authority received any advice on how to respond to FOI requests?

2.
How many FOI requests has the Authority received?

3.
How many have been granted or denied?

4.
How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	08/12/08

	104
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA - Reviews
	1.
How many Reviews are currently being undertaken in the Authority?

2.
When will each of these reviews be concluded?

3.
Which Reviews have been completed since Budget Estimates?

4.
When will the Government be responding to the respective reviews that have been completed?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	08/12/08

	105
	60 (21 Oct)
	Nash
	Toorale – impact on Indigenous employment
	Senator NASH—Was there any impact on Indigenous employment in the region?

Mr Cochrane—I do not believe there is any Indigenous employment on the property, but can I take that on notice?

…
Senator NASH—Perhaps if you could take on notice whether there are any permanent, part-time or casual Indigenous people being employed and what the numbers were across the various—

Senator Wong—Senator, we will endeavour to assist. This may be information that is not held by us and is a matter for New South Wales.

Senator NASH—If the advice comes back from the department that I need to ask the New South Wales department, I will ask them.
	PAD
	1.2
	03/12/08

	106
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Uluru - Walks
	1.
Have there been any alterations to conditions of access to Uluru, including the walk to the top, such as changes to hours or costs, in the last 12 months?

2.
Are there any plans to alter conditions of access to Uluru, including the walk to the top, such as changes to hours or costs?
	PAD
	1.2
	03/12/08

	107
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Director of National Parks - Annual Report
	If the Director of National Parks annual report has not yet been tabled, when will it be tabled and was any consideration given to having the annual report ready in advance of Supplementary Estimates as a courtesy?


	PAD
	1.2
	03/12/08

	108
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Director of National Parks – Staff
	1.
How many permanent staff recruited since the budget estimates?

2.
What level are these staff?

3.
How many temporary positions exist or have been created since budget estimates?

4.
Since budget estimates, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?

5.
Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?

6.
If so, where and at what level?
	PAD
	1.2
	03/12/08

	109
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Director of National Parks - Razor Gang
	1.
What discussions has the Director of National Parks had with the Razor Gang Mk II?

2.
Has the Razor Gang indicated any cuts/savings to be made by the Director of National Parks?
	PAD
	1.2
	03/12/08

	110
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Director of National Parks –  Special Accounts
	1.
What special accounts does the Director of National Parks currently hold? 


How much is in these accounts?

2.
Does the Director of National Parks use the interest from these funds to fund ongoing operations?

3.
Has the Razor Gang Mark II given any indication about the future of these special accounts?
	PAD
	1.2
	03/12/08

	111
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Director of National Parks - Underspending
	1.
How many programs were underspent in 07-08 financial year?

2.
What requests have been made to roll-over underspends to 2008-09?

3.
Were these requests successful?
	PAD
	1.2
	03/12/08

	112
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Director of National Parks – Media Monitoring and Communications
	1.
How much has been spent on media monitoring to date this year?

2.
What communications programs has the Director of National Parks undertaken, or are planning to undertake?

3.
For each program, what is the total spend?

4.
Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of each event.
	PAD
	1.2
	03/12/08

	113
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Director of National Parks - FOI
	1.
Has the Director of National Parks received any advice on how to respond to FOI requests?

2.
How many FOI requests has the Director of National Parks received?

3.
How many have been granted or denied?

4.
How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	PAD
	1.2
	03/12/08

	114
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Director of National Parks - Reviews
	1.
How many Reviews are currently being undertaken in the Director of National Parks?

2.
When will each of these reviews be concluded?

3.
Which Reviews have been completed since Budget Estimates?

4.
When will the Government be responding to the respective reviews that have been completed?
	PAD
	1.2
	03/12/08

	115
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Kakadu National Park
	1.
Have there been any changes in access to Kakadu National Park as a result of the new tourism campaign for Kakadu or for any other purpose?

2.
How much is being spent on the campaign? 

3.
From where is it being funded? 

4.
How is success being measured and monitored?
	PAD
	1.2
	03/12/08

	116
	Written Qon
	Siewert
	Dept/Agency funding – Cape York
	How much funding has been provided by the department or any of its agencies to the following organisations for the financial years 2005/6, 2006/7 and 2007/8?
· Balkanu Cape York Development Corporation Pty Ltd; 
· Cape York Land Council; 
· Cape York Institute for Policy and Leadership; 
· Indigenous Enterprise Partnerships; 
· Cape York Partnerships Pty Ltd; 
· Cape York Corporation Pty Ltd; 

· Cape York Financial Management Services Pty Ltd; 

· Cape York Indigenous Environment Foundation; 

· Cape York Aboriginal Charitable Trust
	PCD
	ALL
	08/12/08

	117
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Annual Report 
	If the Department’s annual report has not yet been tabled, when will it be tabled and was any consideration given to having the annual report ready in advance of Supplementary Estimates as a courtesy? 
	PCD
	All
	02/02/09

	118
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – underspent programs
	1.
How many programs were underspent in 07-08 financial year?

2.
What requests have been made to roll-over underspends to 2008-09?

3.
Were these requests successful?
	PCD
	All
	18/12/08

	119
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – media monitoring
	How much has been spent on media monitoring to date this year?
	PCD
	All
	08/12/08

	120
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – communications programs 
	What communications programs has the Department undertaken, or are planning to undertake? For each program, what is the total spend?
	PCD
	All
	04/12/08

	121
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – discretionary grants
	Has the Department complied with interim requirements relating to the publication of discretionary grants?
	PCD
	All
	11/12/08

	122
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	DEWHA - FOI
	1.
Has the Department received any advice on how to respond to FOI requests?

2.
How many FOI requests has the Department received?

3.
How many have been granted or denied?

4.
How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	PCD
	All
	04/12/08

	123
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	DEWHA - reviews
	1.
How many Reviews are currently being undertaken in the portfolio?

2.
When will each of these reviews be concluded?

3.
Which Reviews have been completed since Budget Estimates?

4.
When will the Government be responding to the respective reviews that have been completed?
	PCD
	All
	11/12/08

	124
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Community Cabinet
	1.
What was the cost of Ministers travel and expenses for the Community Cabinet meetings held since Budget Estimates?

2.
How many Ministerial Staff and Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts officers travelled with the Minister for the Cabinet meeting?

3.
What was the total cost of this travel?
	PCD/CSD
	All
	08/01/09

	125
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	DEWHA - Travel
	1.
Has the Minister/Parliamentary Secretary travelled overseas on official business since Budget Estimates? If so, where was the travel and what was the duration?

2.
What was the total cost of: 

a) travel

b) accommodation, and

c) any other expenses?

3.
How many Ministerial staff or family accompanied the Minister/Parliamentary Secretary?

4.
For these staff/family what was the cost of: 

a) travel

b) accommodation, and

c) any other expenses?

5.
How many officers from the Department accompanied the Minister/Parliamentary Secretary?

6.
In relation to these Department officers, what was the total cost of:

a) travel

b) accommodation, and

c) any other expenses?
	PCD/CSD
	All
	08/01/09

	126
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	DEWHA - MOPS
	For each Minister/Parliamentary Secretary in the portfolio, 

· how many staff based in the electorate office;

· MOPS classification of each staff member based in electorate office;

· duty statement of each staff member in electorate office

· in relation to personal staff based in the electorate office, please list supporting Department for each
	PCD/CSD
	All
	08/12/08

	127
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Staff 
	1.
How many permanent staff recruited since the budget estimates?

2.
What level are these staff?

3.
How many temporary positions exist or have been created since budget estimates?

4.
Since budget estimates, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?

5.
Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?

6.
If so, where and at what level?
	CSD
	All
	04/12/08

	128
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Razor Gang Mk II
	1.
What discussions has the Department had with the Razor Gang Mk II?

2.
Has the Razor Gang indicated any cuts/savings to be made by the Department?

3.
What special accounts does the Department currently hold? How much is in these accounts?

4.
Does the Department use the interest from these funds to fund ongoing operations?

5.
Has the Razor Gang Mark II given any indication about the future of these special accounts?
	CSD
	All
	04/02/09

	129
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – hospitality 
	1.
What is the Department’s hospitality spend YTD?

2.
Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of all events.

3.
For each Minister/Parliamentary Secretary's office, please detail total hospitality spend YTD.

4.
Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of each event.
	CSD
	All
	08/01/09

	130
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – DLO’s
	1.
How many Departmental Liaison Officers are currently allocated to each Minister/Parliamentary Secretary?

2.
Can you rule out that they provide policy advice?
	CSD
	All
	04/12/08

	131
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Sydney Harbour Federation Trust – Annual Report
	If the Sydney Harbour Federation Trust annual report has not yet been tabled, when will it be tabled and was any consideration given to having the annual report ready in advance of Supplementary Estimates as a courtesy?
	SHFT
	1.2
	08/12/08

	132
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Sydney Harbour Federation Trust - Staff
	1.
How many permanent staff recruited since the budget estimates?

2.
What level are these staff?

3.
How many temporary positions exist or have been created since budget estimates?

4.
Since budget estimates, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?

5.
Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?

6.
If so, where and at what level?
	SHFT
	1.2
	08/12/08

	133
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Sydney Harbour Federation Trust – Razor Gang
	1.
What discussions has the Trust had with the Razor Gang Mk II?

2.
Has the Razor Gang indicated any cuts/savings to be made by the Trust?
	SHFT
	1.2
	08/12/08

	134
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Sydney Harbour Federation Trust – Special accounts
	1.
What special accounts does the Trust currently hold? How much is in these accounts?

2.
Does the Trust use the interest from these funds to fund ongoing operations?

3.
Has the Razor Gang Mark II given any indication about the future of these special accounts?
	SHFT
	1.2
	08/12/08

	135
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Sydney Harbour Federation Trust - Underspending
	1.
How many programs were underspent in 07-08 financial year?

2.
What requests have been made to roll-over underspends to 2008-09?

3.
Were these requests successful?
	SHFT
	1.2
	08/12/08

	136
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Sydney Harbour Federation Trust – Media Monitoring and Communications
	1.
How much has been spent on media monitoring to date this year?

2.
What communications programs has the Trust undertaken, or are planning to undertake?

3.
For each program, what is the total spend?

4.
Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of each event.
	SHFT
	1.2
	08/12/08

	137
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Sydney Harbour Federation Trust - FOI
	1.
Has the Trust received any advice on how to respond to FOI requests?

2.
How many FOI requests has the Trust received?

3.
How many have been granted or denied?

4.
How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	SHFT
	1.2
	08/12/08

	138
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Sydney Harbour Federation Trust - reviews
	1.
How many Reviews are currently being undertaken in the Trust?

2.
When will each of these reviews be concluded?

3.
Which Reviews have been completed since Budget Estimates?

4.
When will the Government be responding to the respective reviews that have been completed?
	SHFT
	1.2
	08/12/08

	139
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Sydney Harbour Federation Trust - Decontamination
	1.
Does the Trust continue to believe that $40 million is an accurate estimate for the site’s decontamination?

2.
Has agreement been reached with the Department of Defence on the estimated cost of decontamination of the Platypus site?

3.
When will the site be transferred to the Trust?

4.
When does the Trust expect to commence decontamination?

5.
Will the Memorandum of Understanding contain a commitment to barging contaminated waste from the site?

6.
When was the draft plan for Platypus referred to the Minister? 

7.
Has the Minister finalised his consideration of the Plan? If not, is there any indication as to when this might occur?  

8.
Has the draft Plan been supported by New South Wales Government and, if so, when will the final Plan be released to the community?

9.
Has the Minister visited Platypus and, if so, when and who accompanied him on this visit and were any members of the community invited or involved?

10.
What is the Trust’s current estimate of how much it will cost to implement the draft Plan for Platypus over and beyond the costs of decontamination?

11.
Has the Government resolved to fund the implementation of the Plan at this stage?

12.
Is the Trust aware of any proposals being considered by the Government to sell any part of the Platypus site?
	SHFT
	1.2
	08/12/08

	140
	131 (20 Oct)
	Birmingham
	Screen Aust – voluntarily staff movements
	Ms Maddock—I think it is 18. Some of those were people who had been on fixed terms; others were ongoing staff.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—That is 18 out of a total of how many from the combined agency?

Ms Maddock—Full-time equivalent. We have currently got 172½.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Perhaps you could take on notice and provide us with details from which of the original agencies those 18 persons came and a breakdown of their levels or organisational positions in some way.
	Screen Aust
	4.1
	08/12/08

	141
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia – Annual report
	If the Screen Australia annual report has not yet been tabled, when will it be tabled and was any consideration given to having the annual report ready in advance of Supplementary Estimates as a courtesy?
	Screen Aust
	4.1
	03/12/08

	142
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia - Staff
	1.
How many permanent staff recruited since the budget estimates?

2.
What level are these staff?

3.
How many temporary positions exist or have been created since budget estimates?

4.
Since budget estimates, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?

5.
Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?

6.
If so, where and at what level?
	Screen Aust
	4.1
	03/12/08

	143
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia – Razor Gang
	1.
What discussions has the Screen Australia had with the Razor Gang Mk II?

2.
Has the Razor Gang indicated any cuts/savings to be made by the Screen Australia?
	Screen Aust
	4.1
	03/12/08

	144
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia – Special accounts
	1.
What special accounts does the Screen Australia currently hold? How much is in these accounts?

2.
Does the Screen Australia use the interest from these funds to fund ongoing operations?

3.
Has the Razor Gang Mark II given any indication about the future of these special accounts?
	Screen Aust
	4.1
	03/12/08

	145
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia - underpending
	1.
How many programs were underspent in 07-08 financial year?

2.
What requests have been made to roll-over underspends to 2008-09?

3.
Were these requests successful?
	Screen Aust
	4.1
	03/12/08

	146
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia – Media monitoring and communications
	1.
How much has been spent on media monitoring to date this year?

2.
What communications programs has the Screen Australia undertaken, or are planning to undertake?

3.
For each program, what is the total spend?

4.
Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of each event.
	Screen Aust
	4.1
	03/12/08

	147
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia - FOI
	1.
Has the Screen Australia received any advice on how to respond to FOI requests?

2.
How many FOI requests has the Screen Australia received?

3.
How many have been granted or denied?

4.
How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	Screen Aust
	4.1
	03/12/08

	148
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia - Reviews
	1.
How many Reviews are currently being undertaken in the Screen Australia?

2.
When will each of these reviews be concluded?

3.
Which Reviews have been completed since Budget Estimates?

4.
When will the Government be responding to the respective reviews that have been completed?
	Screen Aust
	4.1
	03/12/08

	149
	134 (20 Oct)
	Birmingham
	Aust Council – emerging artisit funding
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—We are talking about a $6.6 million figure over four years at present. What funds previously were given to young and emerging artists?

Ms Keele—We will have to take that on notice to get you the exact number, if we can do that.


	Aust Council
	4.1
	03/12/08

	150
	134 (20 Oct)
	Birmingham
	Sydney Theatre Company - income
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—Is the primary income stream of the company government grants or box office receipts or otherwise?

Ms Keele—I would have to have a closer look at it to answer that question.
	Aust Council
	4.1
	03/12/08

	151
	134 (20 Oct)
	Birmingham
	Aust Council – Indigenous expenditure
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—…Turning to the Indigenous expenditure and allocations for the Australia Council, why is the council receiving $3 million less in grants for Indigenous specific measures in the budget this year?

Ms Keele—The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Arts Board received $3 million in what we call strategic initiative funds, which went for a period of three years from inside council. Those will be ending at the end of this budget year. That is why the budget shows $3 million less. I would have to get you the detail on what the initiatives were for, but they have made an intervention and that has carried out what it was meant to do. It was not meant to go on.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—What types of programs were being funded there?

Ms Keele—Programs about Indigenous employment in the arts. I do not know the specifics of them, I will get you the detail of that…
	Aust Council
	4.1
	03/12/08

	152
	135 (20 Oct)
	Birmingham
	Aust Council – Indigenous Arts
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—… Ms Keele. What programs is the council running to support Indigenous arts now?

Ms Keele—All kinds of programs. It has a separate division called the Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander Arts Board. It has its own separate board. It has quite a few different programs that have to do with quite a lot of things. I would have to get you a list. The programs cover everything from how to get more Indigenous employed, how to get them to be able to preserve their culture, how to be able to get them to actually produce more art, how to be able to have them be in residency and programs; interact. There are quite a lot of programs to just be able to name them off the top of my head, but I would be happy to get you a full listing.
	Aust Council
	4.1
	03/12/08

	153
	135 (20 Oct)
	Birmingham
	Aust Council – Visual Arts and Craft Stratergy
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—Why have programs relating to the Visual Arts and Crafts Strategy been cut from $6 million in funding to $5.3 million in funding?

Ms Keele—I do not know the detail of that. I would have to get some more information.
	Aust Council
	4.1
	03/12/08

	154
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – Annual report 
	If the Australia Council annual report has not yet been tabled, when will it be tabled and was any consideration given to having the annual report ready in advance of Supplementary Estimates as a courtesy?


	Aust Council
	4.1
	03/12/08

	155
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – Staff
	1.
How many permanent staff recruited since the budget estimates?

2.
What level are these staff?

4.
How many temporary positions exist or have been created since budget estimates?

3.
Since budget estimates, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?

4.
Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?

5.
If so, where and at what level?
	Aust Council
	4.1
	15/12/08

	156
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – Razor Gang 
	1.
What discussions has the Australia Council had with the Razor Gang Mk II?

2.
Has the Razor Gang indicated any cuts/savings to be made by the Australia Council?


	Aust Council
	4.1
	04/12/08

	157
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – Special accounts
	1.
What special accounts does the Australia Council currently hold? 


How much is in these accounts?

2.
Does the Australia Council use the interest from these funds to fund ongoing operations?

3.
Has the Razor Gang Mark II given any indication about the future of these special accounts?
	Aust Council
	4.1
	04/12/08

	158
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – Underspending 
	1.
How many programs were underspent in 07-08 financial year?

2.
What requests have been made to roll-over underspends to 2008-09?

3.
Were these requests successful?
	Aust Council
	4.1
	04/12/08

	159
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – Media monitoring and communications
	1.
How much has been spent on media monitoring to date this year?

2.
What communications programs has the Australia Council undertaken, or are planning to undertake?

3.
For each program, what is the total spend?

4.
Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of each event.
	Aust Council
	4.1
	04/12/08

	160
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – FOI 
	1.
Has the Australia Council received any advice on how to respond to FOI requests?

2.
How many FOI requests has the Australia Council received?

3.
How many have been granted or denied?

4.
How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?


	Aust Council
	4.1
	04/12/08

	161
	Written Qon
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – Reviews 
	1.
How many Reviews are currently being undertaken in the Australia Council?

2.
When will each of these reviews be concluded?

3.
Which Reviews have been completed since Budget Estimates?

4.
When will the Government be responding to the respective reviews that have been completed?
	Aust Council
	4.1
	

	162
	138 (20 Oct)
	Eggleston
	Arts – Resale Royalty Scheme
	Senator EGGLESTON—Are you able to tell the committee about resale royalty schemes that exist in other countries; what their structure is, how long the royalties are paid to artists and their descendants for?

Ms Bean—I can certainly take that on notice and we have the information, but it is quite lengthy.
	Arts
	4.1
	04/12/08

	163
	138 (20 Oct)
	Birmingham
	Festivals Aust – resignation of chair
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—Thank you, Chair. Ms Bean, it is good to see you again. Welcome. Can you or the department advise the committee about the date it received in writing the resignation of the chair of the Festivals Australia advisory committee, Mr Darren McCubbin?

Ms Bean—No, I do not have the date with me.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Could you provide the committee, please, with the date of receipt and a copy of Mr McCubbin’s resignation letter?

Ms Bean—I will have to take it on notice.  …

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Has the minister asked the department for a short-list or recommendations or anything?

Ms Bean—We normally do put recommendations up or suggestions. Whether that has actually happened, I would have to take it on notice.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—If you could check, that would be appreciated.
	Arts
	4.1
	04/12/08

	164
	Written Qon
	Boswell
	Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme
	1.
What if any steps have been taken to estimate the costs of the government’s response to climate change including the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme for every department, agency and program within this portfolio? 

2.
What are the costs and estimated costs identified (reported separately)?

3.
Have any costs been included in forward estimates and if so where?
	PCD
	All
	04/12/08
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