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Question No: 40
Output:
1.4
Division/Agency: 
Heritage Division
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World Heritage Areas
Hansard Page ECA: 
80 (19/2)
Senator Bob Brown asked:

(a) Can this committee have a copy of that report (to the World Heritage Committee on the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area)?
Answer:

An update report on the State of Conservation of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area was submitted to the World Heritage Committee by 1 February 2008.
The report is publicly available on the Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Art’s website at

www.environment.gov.au/heritage/publications/tas-state-party-report-feb08.html
(b) The World Heritage Bureau has asked for the areas that I spoke about to be assessed…… In the meantime, logging has occurred, for example, in the Huon Valley and damaged cave systems which contain Aboriginal heritage. Why was no action taken to prevent that happening while this assessment that you are talking about was done…… I ask through the Minister that you do an assessment of the Huon River sites where logging has ceased because of the impact on Aboriginal sites there. Maybe you could come back to me after that with an answer to the question I am putting to you.
Answer:

The area that is the subject of this question is not part of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area. Its management is therefore the responsibility of the Tasmanian Government. In this regard, I am advised that the Tasmanian Forest Practices Code includes specific prescriptions to avoid impacts on karst values and systems, as well as cultural values. Operational staff are required to seek specialist advice from geoscientists and Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Officers on site-specific requirements to protect natural and cultural values in areas identified as likely to contain such values. 

I understand that previously unmapped karst landforms were encountered during construction of a forestry road in the Huon Valley in 1999. A cave system was subsequently discovered by a trained Forest Practices Officer during preliminary coupe planning. Following an initial investigation by Forest Practices Authority geoscientists, the karst values were assessed by a team from Forestry Tasmania, the Forest Practices Authority and the Department of Primary Industries, Water and Environment. Significant Aboriginal heritage values were identified and the Tasmanian Aboriginal Land and Sea Council was immediately notified. A karst management group was formed comprising the Tasmanian Aboriginal Land and Sea Council, Forestry Tasmania, the Department of Primary Industries, Water and Environment and the Department of Tourism, Parks, Heritage and the Arts.

The Aboriginal heritage site is a considerable distance from the road and was not damaged by the road construction. The location and specific nature of the Aboriginal heritage values are being kept confidential by agreement between the Tasmanian Aboriginal Land and Sea Council and Forestry Tasmania. The future management of the site is currently being considered by Forestry Tasmania in consultation with the Tasmanian Aboriginal Land and Sea Council.
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Destruction of Petroglyphs in the Tarkine Region
Hansard Page ECA: 
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Senator Brown asked:

I will ask you Minister, will you investigate the destruction of petroglyphs – this is ancient rock art in the Tarkine region – including by chiselling of swastikas on it in the last couple of years where no police investigation took place to see what action Commonwealth authorities can take in the matter?

Answer:

The Government deplores the vandalism of petroglyphs (Aboriginal rock carvings) located within the Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area that were disfigured with a chisel-like tool around 10 January 2006. My department became aware of this criminal damage from newspaper reports in early 2006 and subsequently discussed the issue with Tasmanian officials. 
The rock carvings are protected under Tasmania’s Aboriginal Relics Act 1975. Management of Indigenous relics within the Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area is the responsibility of the Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service (and in some instances by the Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Office). Criminal activity in the State of Tasmania is a matter for the Tasmanian Police. 
The Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area and the Arthur River petroglyphs are not inscribed in the World Heritage List or the National Heritage List and therefore primary responsibility for protection of the Aboriginal rock art lies with the Tasmanian Government. The heritage protection provisions under the Environment Protection & Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 do not apply in this area. 
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Heritage Division,
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Cape York
Hansard Page ECA: 
Written Question on Notice

Senator Siewert asked: 
In reference to the Government's election policy to work with the Queensland Government and traditional owners to pursue World Heritage listing for appropriate areas of Cape York, recognising the importance of Commonwealth leadership and the consent of traditional owners, what is the timeline for identification and nomination of Cape York's World Heritage values?
Answer:

· The Australian Government is committed to working with the Queensland Government, traditional owners and other landholders to pursue World Heritage listing for appropriate areas of Cape York.
· The timeline for the preparation of the nomination will be determined after consultation with the Queensland Government. 
