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Dear Senator McEwen, 

On the 1 9 ~  February 2008 Senator Macdonald, appearing in his capacity as a member 
of the Senate Standing Committee on the Environment, Communications, Information 
Technology and the h, asked the Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage 
and the Arts the following question which appeared on page ECA 64 and 65 of the 
transcript. 

Senator Macdonald - As I say, I would have an even money bet on your assessment as 
against the ANAOs.. ..- could you indicate to me in actual dollar figures what the state 
governments in all of the states have contributed to the NHT, 

(a) in cash terms and 
(b) in -kind terms 
and in relation to (b) could you indicate what in-kind work it was and who 
actually costed it? I will take your word that in the NAP they gave equal cash. 
You haven't got those answers. 

The question was taken on notice (Question number 25) and a response was submitted 
to the Committee. In our response we indicated that not all figures had been formally 
accepted and further analysis has indicated that some of the figures required revision. 
We have also received more up to date information from some states and the revised 
response includes information to 3 l* March 2008. 

The revised response is attached for your information. 

y r b  Alex Rankin 

First Assistant Secretary 
Land and Coasts Division 

;* 
GPO Box 787 Canberra ACT 2601 Telephone 02 6274 1111 Facsimile 02 6274 I666 
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Senate Standing Committee on the Environment, Communications, 

Information Technology & the Arts 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts 

Additional Budget Estimates 2008-2009, February 2008 

Outcome: 1 Question No: 25 

DivisionIAgency: Natural Resource Management Programs Division 

Topic: Natural Heritage Trust 

Hansard Page ECA: 64/65 

Senator Macdonald asked: 

As 1 say, I would have an even money bet on your assessment as against the 
ANAOs. ...- could you indicate to me in actual dollar figures what the state 
governments in all of the states have contributed to the NHT, 

(a) in cash terms and 
(b) in -kind terms 
and in relation to (b) could you indicate what in-kind work it was and who 
actually costed it? I will take your word that in the NAP they gave equal cash. 
You haven't got those answers. 

Answer: 

State and Territory Governments contribute a significant amount of cash and in-kind 
support to regional investment under the Natural Heritage Trust (NHT). 

The Australian Government has been advised of at least $638 million of in-kind 
contributions and $79 million of cash contributions from all jurisdictions since the 
2002-03 financial year. However, figures are not yet available in all jurisdictions for 
all financial years and the final total will be significantly higher. A stateltenitory and 
yearly breakdown is available in the attachment. 

In-kind work undertaken varies in each state. Examples include on ground work (such 
as revegetation, drainage, pest management baiting programs, and rearing and 
releasing of biological control agents), capacity building activities (such as providing 
education, increasing awareness, and providing access to information), administrative 
support, scientific support, and policy support. 

In general, in-kind activities are identified following a request to state agencies and 
NRM bodies to identify projects which meet NHT objectives. The request is sent by 
the Joint Steering Committee (with equal representation from the Australian 
Government and the relevant StatetTerritory). The Joint Steering Committee then 
determines which activities are suitable for in kind matching. Costings are done by the 
regional bodies or state agencies and in most cases returned to the Australian 
Government following state audit processes. 

Contact Officer: Kate Gowland 
Date: 16 July 2008 

Phone No. 6271 6338 
Clearing Officer: Hilton Taylor 
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In South Australia for example, state agencies and regional NRM bodies provide 
potential projects to the South Australian Department of Water, Land, Biodiversity 
and Conservation (DWLBC). Projects considered to be suitable for state matching are 
then forwarded to the Australian Government for assessment. 

State agencies and regional NRM bodies provide DWLBC with quarterly financial 
reports for each project. DWLBC then provide an audited financial acquittal 
certificate to the Australian Government identifying agreed matching hnding 
investment. 

Contact Officer: Kate Gowland 
Date: 16 July 2008 

Phone No. 6271 6338 
Clearing Officer: Hilton Taylor 



Regional Funding M 200504 200406 2 M M 6  mx-07 2w-08 
1 SOUM Australia - In Kind TO 0 25,243,263 2S,W4,3b( 18,191.946 16,376,209 s6.66b..BZ 

8 South Australia - Cash Total 0 0 0 0 0 

1 south Austlalia - TOW I 0 25,243,263 2S.W4,351 18,191,948 16,376,209 iG6b639I 1W,314 
Australian Govsrnmsnt Contribution I 8,EQ.W 8,421p64 11.0W,655 16,607.872 14,151,442 11,377,810 88,249 

W&m Aushalia 
Regional Funding 1 M02-M I 200344 1 200405 1 ZOO506 I 2Wg07 1 ZW7-08 1 Tomi 

! Western Australia - In Kind Total 1 61,W2,6251 35,422,6781 33,630,9951 25,235,4731 27,825,4901 27.561.5lll 210.678 
Western Australia - Cash Total 1 01 01 01 01 01 01 
Western Auatnlia - Total 1 61,002,6251 35.422.8761 33,650,9951 25.235.4731 27,825,4901 27561.54 210.6711 
Australtan G ~ ~ r n m n t  ConldbYllon 1 18.936.7851 5268,5161 18,W0.860[ 24,628,8181 19.7SS.QW1 1 8 4 ,  106,OP 

New south WSlsa 
Regional Funding I 20M-W 1 200344 1 200905 1 2W5-0g 1 200607 1 ZW708  I Tom1 
New South Wales - In Kind Total 1 I 1 1 1 I I 
New South Wales - Cash Total 01 8,386,5861 21,673,1011 35,172,5701 

Note 1' Same states have m pmvlded dew$ of meir mafchinp conldbutions. Totals may be undentated where fQures ere nm a v a i w .  
Note 2: Totab i n w  estimalea. 
Note 3: Same Wwres p m v i ~  by statas/ternmnes have nm yet been reviewed snd verdied by the Austdlan Government 

LEQEND 
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