
ittee on Environment, 
ications and the Arts 

Tony Slatyer, First Assistant Secretary Water Reform 
ness before the Senate Standing Committee on 

Environment, Communications and the Arts. 

nator Birmingham sought clarification as to the level of drought 
ling catchment basin in 2007 compared with the previous 
response, Mr Slatyer said "I stand to be corrected by the 
ction of advice from the Bureau of Meteorology and the 

sin Commission is that 2007 was drier than 2006 as a calendar 
re it would have been the driest year on record." 

vise the Com~iittftee the correct answer to Senator 
estion is as follows: 

sin experienced lengthy periods of dry conditions in 2007, 
average rainfall across the basin for the year was close to 
r total inflow to storages operated by the Murray Darling Basin 

ission to December 2007 was the driest on record, being about half of the 
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