Senate Standing Committee on Environment and Communications
Answers to Senate Estimates Questions on Notice
Budget Estimates Hearings May 2013
Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy Portfolio

Australian Broadcasting Corporation

Question No: 1

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: Page 93 (29/5/13)

Topic: Production Facility in Perth

Senator Ludlam asked: ....I want to ask you about the production facility in Perth. Could you
provide us, on notice if you wish, a breakdown on how the ABC Perth production facilities are
being used, with particular regard to co-production ventures, the time that it is rented to external
entities, the time it is standing empty—I think there are two big stages there—and the time it is
being used purely for in-house ABC.

Mr Scott: Yes, we will get that on notice for you.

Answer:
2011/12 Financial Year

Studio 61 — Total usage 75 days

43 days for ABC internal production (incl. 36 days for co-production)
24 days for commercial hire

8 days for others (training)

Studio 620 — Total usage 65 days

21 days for ABC internal production

44 days for commercial hire

2012/13 Financial Year

Studio 61 — Total usage 117 days

54 days for ABC internal production (incl. 42 days for co-production)
39 days for commercial hire

24 days for others (Training)

Studio 620 — Total usage 71 days

18 days for ABC internal production

52 days for commercial hire
1 day for others
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Question No: 2

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: Page 94 (29/5/13)

Topic: Radio National

Senator Ludlam asked:

We have discussed RN in the past and the loss of the drama unit and the value of some of Radio
National's specialist radio programming, which is also of a very high standard. Could you provide
us with an update as to what has happened with the creative audio unit?

Mr Scott: | saw a reference to it the other day. Let me take that on notice and come back to you
on that.

Senator LUDLAM: So you are not sure what has happened to that?

Mr Scott: I believe it is developing as planned and as announced—I think that was the reference |
saw to it—>but I will have to come back to you with more detail.

Senator LUDLAM: How much has RN spent on outsourcing programs in the last financial year?
I understand it is in the order of a quarter of a million dollars.

Mr Scott: 'Outsourcing programs'—what do you mean by that exactly?

Senator LUDLAM: As opposed to in-house production, how much does Radio National spend
on contracting or subcontracting?

Mr Scott: Again, | would have to check that. If you look at public broadcasting around the world,
on radio it is often a mixed model. The vast majority of our content is developed in house, but that
is not to say that there are not talented Australian producers who do not actually want to be staff
members for us that can develop a season of radio content, and we are happy with that in the mix.
Senator LUDLAM: | get that.

Mr Scott: | can come back to you with the detail on it.

Senator LUDLAM: | understand. I am not necessarily speaking about co-production. I mean
buying in things like This American Life.

Mr Scott: Our model on Radio National and NewsRadio does allow us to buy in some content. |
would be a great defender of the policy that allows This American Life to go to air. It is regarded
around the world as one of the finest examples in the genre of factual storytelling. It is very
popular online as well; we have a good audience response to it. | think it is a pretty reasonable
thing to have as part of the mix. There has always been a level of repeats on Radio National; that
has been part of the programming. | am happy for us to put some programs like This American
Life into the mix. We will bring details of that to you.

Senator LUDLAM: | am not offering a critique of that particular program, by the way; I was just
using it as an example. Could you provide us with the proportion that RN spent on that kind of
content?

Mr Scott: Yes.
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Answer:
The creative audio unit will be ready for the 2014 program year.

In 2012-13, RN spent approximately $25 000 on outsourced programs. This represents
0.12 per cent of RN’s overall budget. Other external content carried on RN is acquired through

reciprocal exchange agreements with other public broadcasters or through broader agreements
funded by the Radio Division.
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Question No: 3

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: Page 98 (29/5/13)

Topic: Mr Skelton

Senator Abetz asked:

So how can you credibly maintain that Mr Skelton is impartial and a suitable choice to be the
ABC's fact-checker? | will give you a few examples: 'Gordon nails Brandis'; 'Morrison, the LP's
one-trick pony'—

Senator Conroy: Absolutely factually accurate at all points! What is your problem?

Senator ABETZ: 'The Liberal bird-brained backbencher slams Gestapo data retention'—
Senator Conroy: There are many different definitions!

Senator ABETZ: that was about Mr Ciobo. 'Joe's not the sharpest pencil in the box when it
comes to numbers’; 'Rudd wept and Julia triumphant’; "'The honeymoon will be too long for the
monk'—all these from Mr Skelton. Are you still saying you will not comment on individual
tweets? There are dozens and dozens of them showing a partiality against the coalition.

Senator Conroy: In your biased view.

Senator ABETZ: Mr Scott, do you understand that we in the coalition do not accept that this man
will go about his task with impartiality given his past track record of complete and utter partiality,
including some quite offensive tweets? What | would invite you to do is take all of these tweets on
notice and come back to the committee and explain how this builds confidence in the community's
mind that Mr Skelton will go about his task with impartiality. | will table those for the committee.
Mr Scott: I will take that on notice.

Answer:
Mr Skelton will be judged in his new role by the way he conducts himself in respect to his new
duties, which do not include on-air appearances.

The ABC is aware that, in a range of previous roles with News Limited and Fairfax, Mr Skelton
has at times provided opinion content on political issues. As a contributing editor at The Age,

Mr Skelton regularly tweeted links to columns, opinion pieces and analysis by his colleagues.
Many of the contentious views attributed to Mr Skelton were descriptions by him of the contents
and tenor of the links he was forwarding. Others criticisms were the views of others, not

Mr Skelton’s, and were in fact re-tweets. It is commonly accepted among users of social media
that re-tweets should not be interpreted as endorsements. To that end, it is important to note that
Mr Skelton’s tweets and re-tweets include a range of material supportive of the Coalition and/or
critical of Labor.
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The ABC acknowledges that some of Mr Skelton’s Twitter comments made while working for
Fairfax would not have been appropriate were he working for the ABC at the time. Mr Skelton
understands the ABC’s social media policy and the responsibilities and accountabilities of ABC
News staff, particularly those in leadership positions.

Mr Skelton is no longer using his personal Twitter account (@Skellor) and is not using Twitter.
The biographical information in his account state: “Views are mine and mine alone. Retweets are
NOT and never have been endorsements”.
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Question No: 4

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: Page 98 (29/5/13)

Topic: Mr Skelton

Senator Abetz asked:

Did Mr Skelton ever raise the idea of a fact-checking unit with the ABC prior to his appointment.
Mr Scott: Not with me.

Senator ABETZ: With anybody else? Take that on notice, please.

Answer:

Russell Skelton had no discussions about the fact checking unit with anyone involved in selecting
staff for the unit until after the editor’s job was advertised. He applied for the role through the
usual selection process. He was chosen for the role by an ABC selection panel.



Senate Standing Committee on Environment and Communications
Answers to Senate Estimates Questions on Notice
Budget Estimates Hearings May 2013
Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy Portfolio

Australian Broadcasting Corporation

Question No: 5

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: Page 105 (29/5/13)

Topic: Production Unit in Tasmania

Senator Bilyk asked:

I have a couple of questions. | want to go back to the issue of the production unit in Tassie being
closed. Do you have a final number on how much the redundancies cost?

Mr Scott: | will get that on notice for you, Senator.

Senator BILYK: Out of all of that, there was going to be one position left. Has that been filled?
Mr Scott: | think so. Again, | will come back to you on that point.

Senator BILYK: Could you take that on notice and let me know. | was wondering whether it had
been filled and whether in fact Mr Skelton might be based in Tasmania.

Answer:
The total redundancy cost related to the closure of the Tasmanian Television Production Unit was
$2 043 608.

The one position has now been filled.
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Question No: 6

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: 106-107 (29/5/13)

Topic: Landline position - Tasmania

Senator Bilyk asked:

Mr Scott: There is a Landline position that we are creating there. I will get you an update on that.
Senator BILYK: Okay. Thank you.........

..... Senator BILYK: | just want to go back again to the position in Tassie—that one position.
Mr Scott: Yes.

Senator BILYK: If the position has not yet been filled, or the person has not yet started, can you
give me a time line in your response as to what that might be.

Mr Scott: We will come back to you on notice.

Answer:

A new position has been created in the ABC Hobart newsroom. A senior reporter has commenced
and is supplying content to the ABC program Landline. The program ran the first Tasmanian story
from the reporter on 26 May 2013.
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Question No: 7

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: Page 108-109

Topic: Production Unit in Tasmania - closure

Senator Singh asked:

Senator SINGH: With the recent closure of the whole Tas production unit, how much of the file
footage that would have been located there has been archived to Sydney, and how much has not
been?

Mr Scott: Does the content of the final paragraph answer your question: 3,700 cans are moving to
Sydney and Hobart archives still house and manage the 9,109 videotapes in the collection, the
digital archive of one-inch tapes and the news service, as well? So some has gone to Sydney but a
significant amount still remains in Hobart. Just the film has gone, not the videotape.

Senator SINGH: | am talking about film.

Mr Scott: The film has gone. All the film is coming into one place.

Senator SINGH: Was any film thrown out during the closure of the production unit?

Mr Pendleton: No, | am not aware of any film being thrown out.

Senator SINGH: Could you take that on notice?

Mr Pendleton: Yes.

Answer:
No film (e.g. 16mm film) was thrown out during the closure of the production unit. There was no
16mm film stored in the production unit.

Some videotape was disposed of because it was no longer required, such as copies of productions
already held in the ABC Archives and production working tapes and camera tapes that were no
longer required.
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Question No: 8

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: Page 109 (29/5/13)

Topic: Production Unit closures

Senator Singh asked:

I presume the ABC has some kind of strategy when it closes down parts of its operation, whether
it happened in WA or in Tasmania, and you would seek to ensure that things are done in a
systematic way so that certain file footage, for example, that is of value | am sure to the ABC, and
certainly to the broader community, is looked after, filed and archived in the appropriate way.

Mr Pendleton: If you are talking about the technical equipment of the facilities itself—the edit
suites that are down there—by and large most of that equipment is at end of life. It will be—
Senator SINGH: What do you do when it is at end of life? Do you throw it out?

Mr Scott: If there were still production there it would be part of the capital replenishment process
as we went through and refreshed the facilities. Those facilities will not be refreshed. Because of
extending the life of our kit the way we do, we will take a lot of that stuff and use it for spares in
other facilities around the country.

Senator SINGH: Can you provide the committee with details of what happened with the closure
of that unit, and whether things were taken as spares.

Mr Pendleton: | do not think we have taken anything out of there yet, but it is certainly being
considered.

Senator SINGH: Mr Scott was there last week. | think he would know what it looks like.

Mr Scott: People were working on that last week when I was there. | was told that, as Mr
Pendleton said, a lot of that equipment was at end of life and that—

Senator SINGH: But even if something is at end of life you do not necessarily throw it out.

Mr Scott: No.

Mr Pendleton: No.

Senator SINGH: It could be used for community broadcasting, radio and what have you. It is not
necessarily at the complete end of life.

Mr Pendleton: We re-purpose it.

Mr Scott: And we often try to re-purpose it. We can give you the detail around that. The work
around that planning was going on when | was there last week.

Answer:

The edit facilities previously used for TV production in Tasmania are in part being
decommissioned and in part re-purposed. Components that are at end-of-life or failing, such as the
shared storage XSAN server, are being decommissioned and used for spare parts. One edit suite
will be utilised by the TV Producer retained in the state. The second edit suite will be utilised by
the new Landline producer position.
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Question No: 9

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: Page 112 (29/5/13)

Topic: Radio Australia signal blockage

Senator Birmingham asked:

Senator BIRMINGHAM: To a different issue quickly: how many times has Radio Australia's
signal into Asia been jammed over the last 12 months?

Mr Scott: | would have to check on that. My experience on this here and also in other media
outlets is that signals or website can go down or disappear from time to time and then come back.
We are given no notice when they go down and we are given no notice when they come back. It is
a mystery to us in some respects.

Senator BIRMINGHAM: Is there a level of frequency?

Mr Scott: No. | would say it is at best from time to time.

Senator BIRMINGHAM: What does 'from time to time' mean?

Mr Scott: Two or three times | can recall over recent years. Often it emerges as a transmission
issue. This is short wave.

Senator BIRMINGHAM: Was there an issue earlier this year?

Mr Scott: There was an issue this year. For a period of time it went down and then came back.
Senator BIRMINGHAM: How long a period of time?

Mr Scott: Ten days or two weeks—something like that. | can check that and put it on notice.

Answer:

Radio Australia’s shortwave signal suffered a period of interference in parts of Northern Asia in
early 2013. Without sophisticated equipment and international cooperation, there is no reliable
method of identifying and locating the source of the interference with any degree of certainty. The
ABC relies on information from sources within relevant countries. As such it is not possible to
specify dates and times for the interference. The ABC understands that the interference has abated
and then resumed a number of times. The ABC will continue to consult with partners and officials
as appropriate.
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Question No: 10

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: Pages 114-115 (29/5/13)

Topic: David Morrow.

Senator Williams asked:

Senator WILLIAMS: ...How many complaints did you receive and what was the nature of those
complaints about Mr Morrow?

Mr Scott: | would have to take the tally on notice. There were a number of concerns raised and |
can get the precise number.

Senator WILLIAMS: Could you also get the comments in support of Mr Morrow.

Answer:

The ABC received 11 complaints regarding Mr Morrow’s on-air comments on 6 May 2013.
Listeners considered the comments inappropriate, racist and unacceptable. Six of the complaints
required a response and investigation by Audience and Consumer Affairs and were upheld; the
broadcast was found to be in breach of the ABC’s editorial standards for harm and offence.

The ABC also received 30 complaints in response to the ABC’s decision to suspend Mr Morrow
from calling duties whilst an internal investigation was undertaken. These complainants saw the
ABC response as a “heavy-handed” overreaction and called for Mr Morrow to be reinstated.

The ABC received 24 appreciations, requests and other contacts which were messages of support
for Mr Morrow and queries about the date of his return to air.
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Question No: 11

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: Page 115 (29/5/13)

Topic: Staffing

Senator McKenzie asked:

You do. I am just conscious of time. | only have you for eight minutes and | have already put a lot
on notice. | appreciate that workplace has changed in 25 years.

Mr Scott: What we try and do is manage the workload of our staff so that with we are managing
the output to the staff that we have. If we had more staff and more dollars we would be able to
create more output and invest it in programming.

Senator McKENZIE: | want to be clear, from a management perspective, there are no significant
issues of understaffing either in geographies or in areas within the organisation?

Mr Scott: | can come back to you on notice on it. | think all our divisional heads would like more
staff. | think all our production teams would like more staff, but we manage best we can. The
issue that remains a challenge for us—the minister is across this and aware of this—is around
capital. We are conscience that to be the kind of broadcaster we are now in a digital era puts very
significant demands on our capital budget. We are concerned that we need more capital funding to
fund the footprint of local radio stations and the eight state territory capitals that we put out. We
have had independent reports that have validated that. That is a matter we raised with the previous
government, we have raised with this government and we will continue to raise in our budgetary
negotiations.

Senator McKENZIE: | am taking it out of the PBS that you have got an average staff of 4,542.
Could you let me know on notice—unless you can get it quickly—how many staff are employed
in the 51 regional radio stations.

Mr Scott: We will take that on notice, yes.

Senator McKENZIE: I would also like a breakdown of full-time, part-time and casual. For those
casuals, I would like the average number of hours worked per week.

Mr Scott: We will get a team to work on that.

Answer:
There is a total of 501 staff employed (by Radio, News and ABC Resources divisions) in the
ABC’s regional offices.
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Location Full Time Part Time Casual Headcount
NSW 93 16 42 151
Bega 9 0 3 12
Coffs/Kempsey 3 0 0 3
Coffs/Pt Macqu 5 2 2 9
Dubbo 6 0 1 7
Gosford 1 1 1 3
Lismore 9 3 3 15
Muswellbrook 3 0 0 3
Newcastle 22 7 15 44
Orange 7 0 3 10
Tamworth 8 0 4 12
Wagga Wagga 11 0 5 16
Wollongong 9 3 5 17
VIC 54 1 20 75
Albury/Wodonga 1 0 0 1
Ballarat 13 0 7 20
Bendigo 8 0 3 11
Horsham 3 1 1 5
Mildura 8 0 2 10
Sale 8 0 4 12
Shepparton 3 0 0 3
Warrnambool 3 0 0 3
Wodonga 7 0 3 10
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Location Full Time Part Time Casual Headcount
QLD 105 3 20 128
Bundaberg 8 0 2 10
Cairns 12 1 2 15
Gladstone 1 0 0 1
Gold Coast 16 0 3 19
Longreach 7 0 1 8
Mackay 9 1 1 11
Maroochydore 11 0 3 14
Mt Isa 4 0 1 5
Rockhampton 13 0 4 17
Toowoomba 9 0 2 11
Townsville 15 1 1 17
SA 41 2 10 53
Broken Hill 8 0 3 11
Mt Gambier 8 1 2 11
Port Augusta 3 0 0 3
Port Lincoln 4 0 0 4
Port Pirie 8 0 1 9
Renmark 10 1 4 15
WA 44 3 10 57
Albany 6 0 1 7
Broome 8 0 3 11
Bunbury 11 0 2 13
Esperance 3 0 0 3
Geraldton 5 2 1 8
Kalgoorlie 5 0 1 6
Karratha 5 0 2 7
Kununurra 1 1 0 2
TAS 20 0 4 24
Burnie 3 0 0 3
Launceston 17 0 4 21
NT 12 0 1 13
Alice Springs 11 0 1 12
Katherine 1 0 0 1
Grand Total 369 25 107 501

Average casual employee hours per week = 8.13.
Data at 30/6/2013
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Question No: 12

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: Page 116 (29/5/13)

Topic: Radio budget

Senator McKenzie asked:

I am assuming that is program 1.1 on page 64. What proportion of the radio budget is dedicated to
or has been spent, maybe in the last 12 months, on emergency broadcasting? You are saying it
comes out of that?

Mr Pendleton: Yes.

Mr Scott: It comes out of that. Sometimes there is additional money that we have had to provide
quarterly to top it up.

Senator McKENZIE: I would like to see over time, since you have had that increased
responsibility, what impact that has had on your budget bottom line.

Mr Scott: Yes, we are happy to provide that.

Senator McKENZIE: In terms of how often you have had to increase your footprint—and | am
thinking particularly of morning radio in regional areas specifically, not Tony Delroy into
Bendigo—

Mr Scott: There is no bigger footprint than Tony Delroy.

Senator McKENZIE: You are not telling me anything | do not already know! How often does
that occur?

Mr Scott: | am sure we can give you a sense of that.

Answer:

In the last 12 months $842 000 or 0.64 per cent of the Radio budget has been spent on emergency
broadcasting. The level of reimbursement provided to the Radio Division this year was

$0.35 million. It is difficult to quantify the impact of emergency broadcasting on the budget over
time as it fluctuates year-on-year depending on the number, scale and duration of emergencies
encountered across the country. Looking at just the past three years, the proportion of the Radio
Division’s budget spend on emergency broadcasting (including corporate reimbursements) was:
2010/11 - 0.85 per cent; 2011/12 — 0.44 per cent; and 2012/13 — 0.64 per cent.

Increasing the regional footprint of ABC Local Radio services is used in a variety of scenarios.
This approach is sometimes used to cover the absence of program staff from local stations due to
sick leave, holiday leave (summer holidays and public holidays), or when staff need to be relieved
following extended shifts in coverage of emergencies. This approach is also used when regional
staff travel within their region to conducted outside broadcasts. The high cost of backfilling staff,
especially in regional areas, is such that this is often the most cost effective means of meeting our
commitment to local audiences.
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When a decision to expand a footprint is made, consideration is given to compatibility with other
regions. Production staff are also aware of the need to tailor content to the broader audience.

The ABC does not keep a central record of the use of this approach and compiling this data would
represent an unreasonable diversion of resources.
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Question No: 13

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: Page 16 (29/5/13)

Topic: Budget - Miniscule

Senator McKENZIE asked:

Senator McKENZIE: No, actually, this is a true Bourke-ian representation moment. | would like
to know the amount of public money that has been spent on the program Minuscule.

Mr Scott: It is an acquisition.

Senator McKENZIE: It is and it is a French program.

Mr Scott: No program divides our audience more with passionate supporters and those who
detest it. Which category does your question come from?

Senator McKENZIE: | cannot tell you that, but please note: there are seven credit slides in what
is less than a five-minute program.

Mr Scott: Animation does that. | thank you for—

Senator McKENZIE: Details of the cost of this French program in public dollars would be
appreciated.

Mr Scott: Yes, Senator.

Senator McKENZIE: And also an explanation of why your major presenters—your big names;
your Tony Joneses of the world—are on salary packages.

CHAIR: Mr Scott, you should take that on notice

Answer:
Minuscule is an interstitial program acquired from French production company Futurikon.

The cost per episode of the program is commercial-in-confidence. Disclosing the terms of
acquisitions would negatively impact on the ABC’s ability to compete in the market for content.

It is unclear what the Senator means by “salary packages”. Many ABC staff, including ABC
presenters, are employed on employment contracts. As in most organisations, these contracts vary
in terms of salary paid and in the nature of entitlements which depend on the role.
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Question No: 14

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: In Writing

Topic: ABC program — Mission Accomplished

Senator Fawcett asked:

1.

The Four Corners program presented by Kerry O’Brien entitled ‘Mission Accomplished?”
centred on the town of Sangin in Helmand Province of Afghanistan. This was acknowledged
by Four Corners as one of the most difficult areas in Afghanistan. Why was this particular
location selected in isolation and not balanced by other areas where security forces are
operating effectively?

Why did the program concentrate on the Uniformed Police Units who are the least trained and
professional of the security forces and not present the work of the Special Operations Forces or
the National Police Force, both of which are far more dedicated and professional units?

One of Australia’s focuses in Afghanistan is building the capacity of the Afghan National
Police to assist with civil policing functions in Uruzgan. Why was there no presentation of
personnel trained by Australians to provide balance and show the worth and effectiveness of
Australia’s involvement in Afghanistan?

Mr O’Brien stated that a growing body of evidence suggests that the Afghanistan security
forces will not be able to cope when the ISAF pull out in 2014. There is also a growing amount
of evidence to suggest that the Afghan Special Forces are coping well and have been described
publically as very competent by US Army Major General Tony Thomas and Chief of US
Navy, Admiral William McRaven. In the interest of balanced reporting why were instances of
success in Afghanistan not portrayed as well?

The ABC Code of Practice states that it will “Gather and present news and information with
due impartiality” and also that it will “not unduly favour one perspective over another.” How
does the ABC reconcile this overtly biased view of Afghanistan security forces with its Code
of Practice?

What was the cost of producing this documentary?

Answer:

1.

“Mission Accomplished? Secrets of Helmand” was produced by the BBC’s Panorama
program. It was purchased by the Four Corners program, as part of its regular buy-in
component. Typically the program purchases 10-12 international documentaries every year, as
part of its 40-program season. The ABC’s understanding is that Sangin was featured as this is
the district where large numbers of British soldiers have served and where most casualties
have occurred. The British reporter, Ben Anderson, has visited the province four times and on
this occasion, with the British troops withdrawing, he spent time with US marines, whose job
was to advise the Afghan army and police.

The reporter had access to the US Marines and the Afghan police and army in Sagin. The
ABC is not aware if access was possible with the other units identified in the question.
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3. The program was clearly focussing on Sagin in Helmand province. It did not claim that the
situation found by the reporter was the same throughout Afghanistan. In the interview that
followed the program between Kerry O’Brien and David Kilcullen, Kerry O’Brien asked,
“Was there anything in the Panorama report that actually surprised you?”

Kilcullen, who has served as Chief Strategist in Counterterrorism at the US State Department
and as a senior Counter Insurgency advisor to General David Petraeus in the Irag War, replied:
“Not really. I think that for viewers at home, it’s probably quite confronting to see just how
difficult it is for teams like these Marine advisors to work with the Afghan police, in particular
and also the Afghan military.”” The full transcript of David Kilcullen’s interview with Kerry
O’Brien is on the program’s website.
www.abc.net.au/4corners/stories/2013/03/25/3720567.htm

Four Corners, in the past, has made programs with the Australian Forces in Uruzgan province:
www.abc.net.au/4corners/content/2010/s2943068.htm
www.abc.net.au/4corners/content/2010/s2948542.htm
www.abc.net.au/4corners/content/2007/s1964845.htm

4. The interview between Kerry O’Brien and David Kilcullen canvassed questions on likely
outcomes when ISAF forces withdraw. David Kilcullen’s view was that the record to date of
the Afghan police shows that they are not particularly professional. However, he did make the
strong point in the interview, that while the military capabilities of the Afghan forces will be
important, the most important issues are governance and politics and in particular, corruption
and the rule of law. www.abc.net.au/4corners/stories/2013/03/25/3720567.htm

5. The BBC Panorama program had a specific focus on a specific situation in a specific area of
Afghanistan. The interview between Kerry O’Brien and David Kilcullen that followed widely
canvassed the key issues that will be of concern once the ISAF forces leave Afghanistan and
raised legitimate questions about the success of the ISAF twelve year presence.

The ABC did not produce the documentary; it purchased it from the BBC. The production
costs are not known to the ABC.
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Question No: 15

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: In Writing

Topic: Live Streaming of Local Regional Radio

Senator McKenzie asked:
Can you please advise when live streaming services will be provided for ABC Local Radio
stations — such as Mildura, Horsham, Bendigo, Ballarat etc?

Answer:
The ABC is unable to advise when such services will be streamed. The ABC is currently
considering the costs of streaming ABC Local Radio regional services.
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Question No: 16

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: In Writing

Topic: Staffing

Senator Birmingham asked:

1. How many ongoing staff recruited this financial year to date? What classification are these
staff?

2. How many non-ongoing positions exist or have been created this financial year to date? What
classification are these staff?

3. This financial year to date, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is
the average length of their employment period?

Answer:

1. Ongoing employees recruited this financial year to date — by classification (data as at
30 June 2013) follows:
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Classification Headcount
Administrative/Professional Band 2
Administrative/Professional Band 3
Administrative/Professional Band 4
Administrative/Professional Band 5
Administrative/Professional Band 6
Administrative/Professional Band 7
Administrative/Professional Band 8
Content Maker Band 2

Content Maker Band 3

Content Maker Band 4

Content Maker Band 5

Content Maker Band 6

Content Maker Band 7

Content Maker Band 8

Content Maker Band 9

Director

Head Office Retail Manager Level 3
Senior Executive Band 1

Senior Executive Band 2

Senior Executive Band 3

Senior Executive Band 4

Shop Assistant

Shop Manager Grade B

Shop Manager Grade C

Shop Manager Grade D
Technologist Band 2

Technologist Band 3

Technologist Band 4

Technologist Band 5

N
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Technologist Band 6 1

Technologist Band 7 3
Technologist Band 8 3
Technologist Band 9 1
Grand Total 154
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2. Non-ongoing positions existing or created this financial year to date by classification (data as
at 30 June 2013)

Classification Headcount
Administrative/Professional Band 1 8
Administrative/Professional Band 2 5
Administrative/Professional Band 3 21
Administrative/Professional Band 4 36
Administrative/Professional Band 5 23
Administrative/Professional Band 6 20
Administrative/Professional Band 7 8
Administrative/Professional Band 8 8
Administrative/Professional Band 9 8
Content Maker Band 1 5
Content Maker Band 2 17
Content Maker Band 3 51
Content Maker Band 4 90
Content Maker Band 5 75
Content Maker Band 6 68
Content Maker Band 7 40
Content Maker Band 8 28
Content Maker Band 9 20
Retail Head Office Manager Level 1 2
Senior Executive Band 1 16
Senior Executive Band 2 12
Senior Executive Band 3 8
Senior Executive Band 4 3
Retail Shop Assistant 2
Shop Manager Grade D 1
Technologist Band 1 2
Technologist Band 2 1
Technologist Band 3 3
Technologist Band 4 4
Technologist Band 5 3
Technologist Band 6 4
Technologist Band 7 9
Technologist Band 8 9
Technologist Band 9 7
Grand Total 617

*”Non-Ongoing™ covers Contract positions only. Casual employees are not reported against established
positions.
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3. Financial year to date, employees on contract and average length of their employment period
(data as at 30 June 2013).

Number of Employees 1203
Average Length of Employment 174.8 days

* Contract includes Fixed Term, Specified Task, Run of Show, Nominated Long Fixed Term, Nominated
Long Term Specified Task and Phased Retirement employees. Data includes contract renewals.
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Question No: 17

Program No. ABC
Hansard Ref: In Writing

Topic: Staffing

Senator Birmingham asked:

1. How many ongoing staff left the department/agency this financial year to date? What
classification were these staff?

2. How many non-ongoing staff left department/agency this financial year to date? What
classification were these staff?

3. How many contract staff left department/agency in the year this financial year to date? What
classification were these staff?
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Answer:
1. Number and classification of ongoing employees who left the ABC in the financial year to
30 June 2013 follows.

Classification Headcount

Administrative/Professional Band 2 4
Administrative/Professional Band 3 4
Administrative/Professional Band 4 18
Administrative/Professional Band 5 13
Administrative/Professional Band 6 12
Administrative/Professional Band 7 14
Administrative/Professional Band 8 7
Administrative/Professional Band 9 4
Director 2
Content Maker Band 2 5
Content Maker Band 3 6
Content Maker Band 4 33
Content Maker Band 5 28
Content Maker Band 6 38
Content Maker Band 7 37
Content Maker Band 8 29
Content Maker Band 9 7
Retail Head Office Manager Grade 3 2
Retail Shop Assistant 33
Retail Shop Manager Grade C 7
Retail Shop Manager Grade D 2

Senior Executive Band 1
Senior Executive Band 2
Senior Executive Band 3
Senior Executive Band 4
Technologist Band 2
Technologist Band 4
Technologist Band 5
Technologist Band 6
Technologist Band 7
Technologist Band 8
Technologist Band 9
Grand Total
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2. Non-ongoing staff who left the ABC in the year the financial year to 30 June 2013 by
classification

Classification Headcount

Administrative