
Senate Standing Committee on Environment and Communications 
Legislation Committee 

Answers to questions on notice 
Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities portfolio 

Budget Estimates, May 2012 
 
 

Program: Division or Agency: 1.1: AGLC Question  

No: 

001 

Topic: Provision of funding from Caring for 

our Country to Tasmanian forestry 

initiatives 

 

Proof Hansard Page and Date 

or Written Question:  

58 

(22/5/12) 

 

Senator Birmingham asked: 

Senator BIRMINGHAM: Previously has Caring for our Country funding been spent on 

Tasmanian forestry initiatives, or is this money that is just being reallocated from Caring for our 

Country to Tasmanian forestry as a totally separate activity?  

Mr Sullivan: There are two questions there. The second question is yes, this is money that has 

been taken. The answer to your first question as to whether Caring for our Country has 

provided funding for Tasmanian forest activities over the first four years to date, I will have to 

take that on notice.  

Answer:  

There are no Caring for our Country Outcomes or Targets that focus on Tasmanian forestry 

initiatives. While Caring for our Country does not direct investment towards Tasmanian 

forestry initiatives, a list of Caring for our Country projects that may generate some benefit to 

Tasmanian forestry initiatives is provided below. Reporting on these projects is orientated 

around Caring for our Country Outcomes or Targets, and therefore the nature of any benefit to 

Tasmanian forestry initiatives is not quantified. 

Caring for our 

Country Funding 

Round 

Project Title Approved Budget  

(GST exclusive) 

2009-10 - Community 
Action Grants 

Building resilience and connectivity into the 
Great Western Tiers (GWT) reserve system, that 
includes high conservation value ecosystems 
and species and maintaining the karstic ground 
water system.  

$20,000.00 

 Protecting the Black Gum Forest Reserve $5,600.00 

National Reserve 
System 

Protected Areas on Private Land Program 
(Tasmania) Stage 6 

$1,003,291.00 

 Protected Areas on Private Lands - Tasmania 
(Stage 1) 

$415,236.23 

 Protected Areas on Private Lands - Tasmania 
(Stage 2) 

$379,000.00 

 Skullbone Plains $1,064,209.00 
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Senator Siewert asked: 

Senator SIEWERT: I have already asked next door to make sure that MPs are included in the 

consultation process. Would you also be able to take on notice to provide us with the list of 

stakeholders you intend inviting to these consultations?  

Mr Sullivan: Yes, I will take that on notice.  

Answer:  

The Australian Government is undertaking a period of consultation in the lead up to the 

second phase of Caring for our Country, which runs for five years from July 2013. The 

overarching priorities of Caring for our Country have been released in Caring for our Country: 

An outline for the future. Consultations will focus on specific areas of program implementation 

that are still to be developed, and will build on feedback from the Caring for our Country review 

consultations. 

Web-based materials (advertised through print and electronic media) will provide the basis for 

consultation with the general public. Focused consultations will also be conducted.  

Face-to-face meetings and forums with key stakeholder groups will include: 

 State and Territory Government departments; 

 Australian Government departments; 

 regional natural resource management organisations; 

 Indigenous stakeholders; 

 non-government organisations (including peak environmental groups); 

 Local Government organisations; 

 peak agriculture industry groups; and 

 community groups.  

All groups will have the opportunity to make written submissions to the Australian Government 

on the design of the next phase of Caring for our Country. 
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Senator Joyce asked: 

Senator JOYCE: ...What is your role in assessing? What reports have you given back? What 

studies have you done into wild dogs?  

Dr Dripps: I invite the relevant assistant secretary to come to the table.  

Ms Murray: Primarily the responsibility for the control of feral animals is the states’ responsibility. I 

understand the department does provide some funding through the Australian government land 

and coast division.  

Senator JOYCE: How much funding have we sent in that direction?  

Dr Dripps: We will probably have to take that question on notice, Senator. The officers with me at 

the moment are officers involved in environmental assessment. The officers overseeing 

investment programs were here yesterday afternoon.  

Answer:  

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry funded program, Australian Pest Animal 

Research Program (APARP), administered by Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource 

Economics and Sciences (ABARES), has supported a number of studies into wild dogs. Since 

2008-09 APARP has delivered $1,325,180 in funding for projects that are both directly and 

indirectly related to wild dog management (See Attachment A). For example, this program 

provided $364,600 in funding to support the ABARES research project “A triple bottom line 

analysis of returns on investment in wild dog management”. 

Additionally, the Australian Government has provided $197,000 in funding between 2009-10 and 

2011-12 for a National Wild Dog Facilitator. The facilitator works with a range of key stakeholders 

around the nation to establish regional best practice for wild dog management. From 1 July 2012, 

industry and the Invasive Animals Cooperative Research Centre (IA CRC) will jointly fund the 

facilitator. 

In 2011, through the Cooperative Research Centres Program run by the Department of 

Innovation, Industry, Science and Research, the government committed to deliver $19.7 million in 

funding to the IA CRC to promote and build capacity in developing and implementing strategic 

management approaches to control wild dogs and other pest animals. 
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Over 2008–09 to 2012–13, the government has provided funding for strategic on-ground 

management of wild dogs under the Caring for our Country initiative. For example, wild dogs 

were a priority in the 2010–11 Business Plan. Funding for wild dogs under Caring for our Country 

has included (see Attachment B): 

 $104,600 in Community Action Grants for projects that have a significant component of 

wild dog management; 

 $100,000 in open call grants through the Business Plan; and 

 A component of regional base-level funding to regional natural resource management bodies 

for regional investment related to managing the impact of wild dogs. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Table 1. Australian Pest Animal Research Program projects with a component of wild dog funding from 2008–09 to 2011–12 

Type of 
Grant 

Project 
Value $ (GST 

Exclusive) 
Indirect wild dog 

projects ($) 
Direct wild dog projects 

($) 

Open Call 
Registering an antidote to methaemoglobin inducers; para-
aminopropiophenone and sodium nitrite 

82,540.00 82,540.00  

Open Call 
Best practice guidelines for the use of guard dogs for the 
protection of livestock in Australia 

65,100.00  65,100.00 

Open Call 
Trapping introduced predators for the protection of biodiversity 
and livestock: an instructional DVD 

58,000.00  58,000.00 

Open Call 
Registering an orally deliverable antidote to methaemoglobin 
inducers 

61,000.00 61,000.00  

Open Call 
FeralScan: Web-based community reporting, education and 
extension tool for landholders and community groups 

151,500.00 151,500.00  

Open Call 
Facilitating the strategic management of wild dogs throughout 
Australia 

193,000.00  193,000.00 

Open Call Livestock Guardian Dog/Wild Dog Interaction Study 60,000.00  60,000.00 

Open Call 
PestSmart: Development and promotion of farmer, Landcare and 
regional end user pest animal capacity building and management 
packages 

114,500.00 114,500.00  

Open Call 
Development of Australian Best Practice Trapping Guidelines for 
improved animal welfare and pest animal management outcomes. 

62,900.00  62,900.00 

Open Call 
How do foxes affect, and are they affected by, cooperative aerial  
baiting for wild dogs? 

49,145.00  49,145.00 

Open Call 
Determining the availability of individual, aerially deployed baits to 
wild dogs 

62,895.00  62,895.00 

Open Call 
INTERNAL ABARES PROJECT - A triple bottom line analysis of 
returns on investment in wild dog management 

364,600.00  364,600.00 

 TOTAL 1,325,180.00 409,540.00 915,640.00 
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ATTACHMENT B 

 
Table 2. Community Action Grants (CAGs), Open Call funding and Regional Base-Level (RBL) funding projects with a component targeting wild dogs 

from 2008–09 to 2011–12 

Type of 
Grant 

Title / Regional Organisation Project Focus 
Funding $ 
(ex GST) 

CAGs 
Exploring and trialling options for pest management 
of wild dogs, foxes, cats and pigs in the Nebine 
catchment 

Dogs, cats, pigs and foxes 19,900.00 

CAGs 
Feral animal management in the Murweh Shire 
South-west syndicate 

Dogs, cats, pigs and foxes 20,000.00 

CAGs 
Integrated wild dog control - Liston, New England 
area 

Wild dogs 16,800.00 

CAGs 
Supporting sea turtle survival at Queens Beach, 
Bowen 

Dogs and pigs 13,500.00 

CAGs 
Wild dog and fox control using best practice baiting 
techniques 

Dogs and foxes 20,000.00 

CAGs 
Wild dog control in the Balonne area to enhance 
biodiversity 

Dogs 14,400.00 

Open Call  
Large scale control of feral pigs and wild dogs to 
save Cape York’s sea turtles Pigs and wild dogs 100,000.00 

RBL 
Burnett Mary Regional Group for Natural Resource 
Management Ltd 

Control of Weeds of National Significance (hymenachne, prickly 
acacia, lantana, mesquite, rubber vine, salvinia, parthenium, 
parkinsonia), rabbits, feral pigs and wild dogs; landholder 
workshops and development of property pest management plans. 

1,010,000.00 

RBL North Queensland Dry Tropics 
Control of Weeds of National Significance (including in a Ramsar 
wetland) and rabbits, feral pigs and wild dogs; provision of training, 
advice and financial incentives to landholders. 

1,563,472.00 

RBL Fitzroy Basin Association 
Control of Weeds of National Significance (hymenachne, lantana 
and rubber vine), feral pigs, wild dogs and foxes. 

341,000.00 
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RBL Condamine Alliance 

Rabbit population suppression on endangered species habitat; wild 
dogs control investments for land managers; control of Weeds of 
National Significance (chilean needle grass, blackberry, 
parthenium) using devolved grants to partner with landholder 
investments. 

1,393,715.00 

RBL Queensland Murray-Darling Committee 
Control of Weeds of National Significance (parthenium, chilean 
needle grass, serrated tussock, blackberry, hymenachne, salvinia), 
wild dogs, feral pigs and cane toads. 

2,394,091.00 

RBL South Coast Natural Resource Management Inc. 

Control Weeds of National Significance (blackberry, bridal creeper, 
gorse, lantana and willow) and control feral pests (pigs, rabbits, 
dogs, cats and foxes) over the South Coast Natural Resource 
Management region.  

3,531,495.00 
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Senator Birmingham asked: 

1. Please detail the regional base-level funding provided under Caring for our Country for 

2011-12 and for 2012-13, by regional organisation and amount of funding. What, if any, 

reporting and evaluation requirements are associated with this funding?  What, if any, say 

do state and territory governments have in the level of funding provided? 

Answer:  

1. Details of regional base-level funding provided under Caring for our Country in 2011-12 

and 2012-13 are shown at Attachment A. 

The State and Territory governments are required to provide Monitoring, Evaluation, 

Reporting and Improvement reports collected from regional natural resource management 

organisations on a six monthly basis. These reports supply data and information: to 

support outcome reporting on Caring for our Country targets, outcomes and priorities; that 

provides for evaluation of Caring for our Country investments for impact, appropriateness, 

effectiveness, efficiency and legacy; and on trends in resource condition where relevant. 

The Natural Heritage Ministerial Board, comprising the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries 

and Forestry and the then Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts, agreed on 

the allocation of regional base-level funding at the start of Caring for our Country. The 

State and Territory governments were not involved in the decision-making process 

surrounding the allocation of funds. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Details of regional base-level funding provided under Caring for our Country in 2011-12 

and 2012-13 

State NRM Region Regional Natural Resource 
Management Organisation 

2011-12  
$, GST 
exclusive 

2012-13  
$, GST 
exclusive 

ACT Australian Capital 
Territory 

ACT Natural Resource 
Management Board 

1,359,000 1,359,000 

NSW Border Rivers - Gwydir Border Rivers - Gwydir 
Catchment Management 
Authority 

2,120,000 2,120,000 

  Central West Central West Catchment 
Management Authority 

2,943,000 2,943,000 

  Hawkesbury - Nepean Hawkesbury-Nepean 
Catchment Management 
Authority 

2,917,000 2,917,000 

  Hunter - Central Rivers Hunter-Central Rivers 
Catchment Management 
Authority 

3,354,000 3,354,000 

  Lachlan Lachlan Catchment 
Management Authority 

2,804,000 2,804,000 

  Lower Murray Darling Lower Murray Darling 
Catchment Management 
Authority 

1,843,000 1,843,000 

  Murray Murray Catchment 
Management Authority 

4,015,000 4,015,000 

  Murrumbidgee Murrumbidgee Catchment 
Management Authority 

4,115,000 4,115,000 

  Namoi Namoi Catchment 
Management Authority 

1,659,000 1,659,000 

  Northern Rivers Northern Rivers Catchment 
Management Authority 

3,410,000 3,410,000 

  Southern Rivers Southern Rivers Catchment 
Management Authority 

2,839,000 2,839,000 

  Sydney Metro Sydney Metropolitan 
Catchment Management 
Authority 

764,000 764,000 

  Western Western Catchment 
Management Authority 

2,468,000 2,468,000 

NT Northern Territory Natural Resource 
Management Board (NT) 

3,687,000 3,687,000 

QLD Border Rivers 
Maranoa - Balonne 

Queensland Murray-Darling 
Committee Inc 

2,489,000 2,489,000 

  Burdekin NQ Dry Tropics 1,843,000 1,843,000 

  Burnett Mary Burnett Mary Regional Group 
for Natural Resource 
Management Inc 

2,028,000 2,028,000 

  Cape York Cape York Regional Natural 
Resource Management Group 

1,530,000 1,530,000 

  Condamine Condamine Alliance 1,982,000 1,982,000 

  Desert Channels Desert Channels Queensland 
Inc 

1,543,000 1,543,000 



3 

State NRM Region Regional Natural Resource 
Management Organisation 

2011-12  
$, GST 
exclusive 

2012-13  
$, GST 
exclusive 

  Fitzroy Fitzroy Basin Association Inc 2,304,000 2,304,000 

  Mackay Whitsunday Reef Catchments Mackay 
Whitsunday Inc 

1,033,000 1,033,000 

  Northern Gulf Northern Gulf Resource 
Management Group Ltd 

1,171,000 1,171,000 

  South East 
Queensland 

SEQ Catchments Ltd 2,304,000 2,304,000 

  South West 
Queensland 

South West Natural Resource 
Management Group 

1,390,000 1,390,000 

  Southern Gulf Southern Gulf Catchments Ltd 1,122,000 1,122,000 

  Torres Strait Torres Strait Regional 
Authority 

822,000 822,000 

  Wet Tropics Terrain NRM 1,459,000 1,459,000 

SA Adelaide and Mount 
Lofty Ranges 

Adelaide & Mt Lofty Ranges 
Natural Resources 
Management Board  

2,209,000 2,209,000 

  Alinytjara Wilurara Alinytjara Wilurara NRM Board 1,751,000 1,751,000 

  Eyre Peninsula Eyre Peninsula National 
Resource Management Board 
(EPNRM) 

1,843,000 1,843,000 

  Kangaroo Island Kangaroo Island Natural 
Resource Management Board 

1,187,000 1,187,000 

  Northern and Yorke Northern and Yorke NRM 
Board 

1,567,000 1,567,000 

  South Australian Arid 
Lands 

SA Arid Lands NRM Board 1,659,000 1,659,000 

  South Australian 
Murray Darling Basin 

South Australian Murray-
Darling Basin Natural 
Resources Management 
Board 

4,741,000 4,741,000 

  South East South East Natural Resources 
Management Board 

2,389,000 2,389,000 

TAS North Northern Tasmanian Natural 
Resource Management 
Association Inc 

2,028,000 2,028,000 

  North West Cradle Coast Authority 1,843,000 1,843,000 

  South Southern Tasmanian Councils 
Authority 

1,843,000 1,843,000 

VIC Corangamite Corangamite Catchment 
Management Authority 

2,765,000 2,765,000 

  East Gippsland East Gippsland Catchment 
Management Authority 

2,335,000 2,335,000 

  Glenelg Hopkins Glenelg Hopkins Catchment 
Management Authority 

2,541,000 2,541,000 

  Goulburn Broken Goulburn Broken Catchment 
Management Authority 

3,993,000 3,993,000 

  Mallee Mallee Catchment 
Management Authority 

2,724,000 2,724,000 
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State NRM Region Regional Natural Resource 
Management Organisation 

2011-12  
$, GST 
exclusive 

2012-13  
$, GST 
exclusive 

  North Central North Central Catchment 
Management Authority 

3,484,000 3,484,000 

  North East North East Catchment 
Management Authority 

1,843,000 1,843,000 

  Port Phillip and 
Westernport 

Port Phillip and Westernport 
Catchment Management 
Authority 

2,996,000 2,996,000 

  West Gippsland West Gippsland Catchment 
Management Authority 

2,535,000 2,535,000 

  Wimmera Wimmera Catchment 
Management Authority 

2,304,000 2,304,000 

WA Avon Avon Catchment Council Inc 3,926,000 3,926,000 

  Northern Agricultural Northern Agricultural 
Catchments Council Inc 

3,915,000 3,915,000 

  Rangelands Rangelands NRM 
Coordinating Group 

3,963,000 3,963,000 

  South Coast South Coast NRM Inc 4,713,000 4,713,000 

  South West South West Catchments 
Council Inc 

5,282,000 5,282,000 

  Swan Perth Region NRM Inc 2,304,000 2,304,000 

Total     138,000,000 138,000,000 

 



Senate Standing Committee on Environment and Communications 
Legislation Committee 

Answers to questions on notice 
Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities portfolio 

Budget Estimates, May 2012 
 
 

Program: Division or Agency: 1.1: AGLC Question  

No: 

005 

Topic: Caring for our Country – funding for 

Sustainable Focus 

 

Proof Hansard Page and Date 

or Written Question:  

Written  

Senator Birmingham asked: 

1. Can the Department indicate what, if any, federal funding – through Caring for our Country 

base-level funding or otherwise – went towards a series of community workshops 

conducted by Sustainable Focus, for the South Australian Murray-Darling Basin Natural 

Resources Management Board, about project ideas that could be considered for funding 

under the community component of the Department’s Environmental Works and Measures 

Feasibility Program? 

Answer:  

1. The Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 

understands that the South Australian Murray-Darling Basin Natural Resource 

Management Board has not directly contracted Sustainable Focus to undertake any work 

for the Board using funding provided through the Caring for our Country program. 
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Senator Siewert asked: 

1. Is the Department aware of this project? 

2. Has the Department undertaken any assessment of the impact of this project? Please 

provide details of that assessment including who undertook it, who contributed to it and 

what it recommended. If no, please explain why not. 

3. Have any commitments been made by this Department from CfoC funding or any other 

funding allocation to support this project? 

4. Is the Department aware of the impacts that the efforts to minimise dingo populations have 

on the ecosystem? If yes, please provide details of those impacts. If no, does the 

Department plan to investigate this issue and in what timeframe? 

Answer:  

1. Yes. 

2. No. The project is a Western Australian State Government initiative. It is the responsibility 

of the State to refer possible impacts on matters of national environmental significance to 

the Australian Government for assessment. A referral has not been received. 

3. No. 

4. At a broad level, the Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and 

Communities (the department) is aware of the important role large predators occupy in 

ecosystems. In relation to this project, the department has not been notified of possible 

ecosystem impacts by the State.  



Senate Standing Committee on Environment and Communications 
Legislation Committee 

Answers to questions on notice 
Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities portfolio 

Budget Estimates, May 2012 
 

1 

 

Program: Division or Agency: 1.1: AGLC Question  

No: 

007 

Topic: Caring for our Country – Community 

Coastcare 

 

Proof Hansard Page and Date 

or Written Question:  

Written  

Senator Edwards asked: 

1. For the following listed projects, successfully funded under the Caring for our Country 

Community Coastcare 2008-2009 small projects (<$50 000). Provide:  

a. the original application for funding provided by the applicant organisation and/or the 

sponsor organisation. 

b. any reporting the applicant/sponsor organisation have provided to the Department (for 

example, MERI). 

c. any other documentation relating to these projects: 

i. Habitat protection and visitor impact management at Davenport Creek, South 

Australia CC0783126. 

ii. Inaugural nearshore marine survey - Chain of Bays, Eyre Peninsula SA CC083119. 

iii. Glen Park samphire wetland restoration CC084747. 

iv. Scoping the shoreline: The impact of coastal activities on Eyre Peninsula's resident 

shorebirds CC083814. 

v. Improving biodiversity in the coastal environment of Point Westall/Smooth Pools as 

part of the South Australian "East Meets West NatureLinks" and within the 

proposed "Streaky Bay to Venus Bay CoastLinks" area CC082668. 

vi. Surfleet Cove landscape reconstruction CC085227. 

vii. Rehabilitation of the remnant coastal vegetation surrounding the nationally 

significant Coffin Bay wetlands system CC085238. 

viii. Caring for the Chain of Bays - community awareness raising and knowledge 

sharing CC084717. 

ix. Feral flora and fauna control at Back Beach, Streaky Bay CC085361 

http://www.nrm.gov.au/funding/community-coastcare/index.html. 

http://www.nrm.gov.au/funding/community-coastcare/index.html


2. For the following listed projects, successfully funded through the open call process 

(awarded in November 2010) under the 2010-2011 business plan. Provide: 

a. the original application for funding provided by the applicant organisation and/or 

sponsor organisation 

b. any reporting applicant/sponsor organisations have provided to the Department (for 

example, MERI) 

c. any other documentation relating to these projects: 

i. Increasing Long Term Engagement of SA Rural Coastal Community Environment 

Groups OC11-00923 

ii. Indigenous and Community Partnerships Restoring the Chain of Bays OC11-00938 

iii. Landscape scale Reduction in Risk of Soil Erosion in the Flinders-Olary Bioregion 

OC11-01228 

iv. Large-Scale Restoration to Increase Kangaroo Island Threatened Plant Habitat 

OC11-01412 http://www.nrm.gov.au/funding/approved/2010-11/pubs/successful-

projects-open-call-2010-11.pdf  

3. It is understood that the grant provided for Project OC1100938 was devolved. Please 

provide the amounts it was devolved into, for which years and to whom the devolved 

funding grants were awarded. Provide any reporting that was received for the devolved 

funding grants. 

Answer: 

Documents are attached. 

http://www.nrm.gov.au/funding/approved/2010-11/pubs/successful-projects-open-call-2010-11.pdf
http://www.nrm.gov.au/funding/approved/2010-11/pubs/successful-projects-open-call-2010-11.pdf
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Senator Edwards asked: 

1. Provide the following information: 

a. It has been established at the May 2011 Budget Estimates that eligibility for groups is 

tested by the Australian Government’s Land and Coasts team based on information 

provided in completed applications. Does the Land and Coasts team only use the 

information provided, in the application completed by the applicant, or do they do 

additional research? 

b. Did the Department seek additional information about this group? (i.e. information not 

provided in their application) If so what information was sought? 

c. Did the Department speak with their regional staff with regards to this group? If so, 

what information was sought? 

d. Provide the interim and final reports on project outcomes and financial expenditure for 

funding given to this project 

2. For each of these projects: 

Project funded through the 2010-11 business plan projects open call process: 

a. OC11-00938  

3. Projects funded through Community Coastcare 2008-09:  

a. CC083119  

b. CC084727  

c. CC085361 

d. CC085188 



2 

Answer:  

1.  

a. Group eligibility checks are completed automatically based on information provided in 

applications (Australian Business Number and incorporation number). The 

Australian Government Land and Coasts staff also complete a random legal entity 

eligibility check where additional information is obtained from the internet including but 

not limited to the organisation’s website; the Australian Business Register and the 

Australian Securities and Investments Commission. Staff may also contact the 

organisation directly to obtain a copy of supporting information including certificates of 

incorporation. A check for outstanding reports for previous Australian Government 

natural resource management funding is also completed for all projects recommended 

for funding. 

b. The Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 

(the department) has no record of additional information being sought for the projects 

identified at Questions 2 and 3. 

c. Assessment panels were composed of community assessors and departmental staff, 

which included the department’s regional facilitators. All assessors assessed 

applications based on the information in the application and their knowledge of the 

natural resource management issues in the project area(s) and the identified 

organisation’s previous history in delivery of natural resource management through 

Caring for our Country. 

d. Refer to the response to Question Number 007, Budget Estimates May 2012 for 

projects OC11-00938, CC083119, CC084727, and CC085361. Interim, final and 

financial expenditure reports for CC085188 can be found at Attachment A. 

2. Refer to 1 b, c and d. 

3. Refer to 1 b, c and d. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

CC085188: Interim, final report and financial expenditure reports 
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Senator Edwards asked: 

1. Do organisations have a requirement to report conflicts of interest - Is there a requirement 

for associations to report to you if grant funds are going to be paid to committee members 

of said associations in remuneration for work done by the member for or on behalf of the 

association? 

2. If this is the case, please provide all circumstances where this has occurred for South 

Australian based projects that have been awarded funding since and including the 2008-

2009 financial year. 

Answer:  

1. Under the Caring for our Country 2012–13 Business Plan, applicants were required to 

declare that to the best of their knowledge, there are no real or likely to be perceived 

conflicts of interest contained in or associated with a project. 

Individuals involved in assessing applications under the 2012–13 Business Plan are also 

required to declare any conflicts of interest. Individuals who declare a conflict of interest for 

a specific organisation are excluded from assessing applications submitted by that 

organisation. 

Where the Commonwealth becomes aware that conflicts of interest may exist in a project, 

special conditions can be incorporated into funding deeds. Special conditions can deal with 

grantee and third party conflicts of interest, and can oblige grantees to seek approval from 

the Commonwealth before engaging specified personnel. 

2. No circumstances have been recorded. 
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010 

Topic: Infestation of Yellow Crazy Ants in 

Little Mulgrave National Park 
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Written  

Senator Macdonald asked: 

1. What measures are being put in place by the Department to combat this new threat to 

agricultural interests and food safety?  

2. Has the Government provided the $286,000 sought by the Wet tropics management authority 

to investigate infestation of Yellow Crazy Ant in the World Heritage Area at Mt Peter in Little 

Mulgrave National Park? 

3. What measures are being implemented to ensure Biosecurity Queensland is able to conduct 

effective surveillance for Yellow Crazy Ant colonies – one of the world’s most invasive 

species? 

4. Biosecurity Queensland have identified illegal dumping of green waste as the likely cause of 

the infestation at Little Mulgrave. Will the Government be providing Biosecurity Queensland 

the resources it requires to combat illegal dumping in order to curtail the spread of this 

destructive species? 

Answer:  

1. Yellow crazy ants were first detected in the Northern Territory in the late 1970s and in 

Queensland in 2001. The management of tramp ants, including yellow crazy ants, is primarily 

the responsibility of individual states and territories. However, the Australian Government has: 

 invested over $1.5 million since 2004–05 to control and eradicate yellow crazy ants in the 

Northern Territory, which has contributed to the eradication of yellow crazy ants at localised 

sites in north east Arnhem Land; 

 allocated $713,250 (GST inclusive) in 2011–12 to the Dhimurru Aboriginal Corporation under 

Caring for our Country to support its activities to manage yellow crazy ants in the 

Dhimurru and Yirralka Indigenous Protected Areas of north east Arnhem Land; 

 provided $3.2 million from Caring for our Country (2011–12 Budget) for the continuation of the 

Yellow Crazy Ants on Christmas Island measure; and 

 published a threat abatement plan, through the Department of Sustainability, Environment, 

Water, Population and Communities, which provides a national framework to guide and 

coordinate efforts to reduce the impact of yellow crazy ants and other types of tramp ants. 

2. The Australian Government is yet to finalise all 2012–13 Caring for our Country Business 

Plan funding decisions and there will be further announcements in the near future. 
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3. Biosecurity Queensland operates a Yellow Crazy Ant Eradication Program throughout 

Queensland, which includes surveillance and treatment. As part of a cost-share arrangement 

with the Queensland Government, the Australian Government has contributed to the 

development of remote-sensing technology to locate any remaining fire ants in Queensland, 

to better target campaigns to destroy the pest. Additionally the Australian Government has 

contributed to the development of improved surveillance techniques by funding projects 

through the Australian Centre of Excellence for Risk Analysis.  

4. This is a State responsibility. 
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(22/5/12) 

 

Senator Edwards asked: 

Mr Oxley: It is not something that we go to tender on. We go to them, because they are the 

agencies that have the in situ expertise around the management of marine reserves. We go 

through a negotiation with them about the nature of the services that we are looking for. They 

will be generally focused around compliance and enforcement activity and public awareness 

and education. We then agree a price for the nature of the service and then we enter into a 

business agreement with them for the delivery of those services over the course of a 12-month 

period. Over the past 12 months we have been going through a dialogue with them where, 

rather than renegotiating in detail the business agreements on an annual basis, we are trying 

to move to a three-year cycle with an annual review at the end of that cycle.  

Senator EDWARDS: Is it done on a cost recovery basis or are they looking to profit?  

Mr Oxley: I would have to come back to you with some clarification on that. We would 

generally be looking for value for money in terms of the service that we receive from the state, 

and we find a price that seems a reasonable price from a Commonwealth perspective.  

Answer:  

Service arrangements with states are done on a cost recovery basis. State agencies may gain 

efficiencies by undertaking State compliance functions for example, recreational fishing 

compliance, simultaneously with Commonwealth patrol services. 
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Senator Siewert asked: 

Senator SIEWERT: Earlier in the day I was talking to AFMA. They told me to come here to ask 

about figures on gillnetting. They said that you keep national data on deaths to Australian sea 

lions from, for example, gillnetting. Is that correct and, if it is, can I have it?  

Mr Oxley: That would be broadly correct, but I do not have that at hand at the moment. Where 

we have sea lion interactions with Commonwealth fisheries there is a reporting requirement for 

those interactions, so we would have the data. I would just need to check whether we have the 

same arrangements in relation to state fisheries or not. I will come back to you with an answer, 

unless Mr Routh can add more at this time.  

Mr Routh: We could certainly take that on notice and check what data we have been supplied 

from WA. We are in discussion with them on the fishery that you mentioned earlier.  

Senator SIEWERT: I am interested in that fishery in Western Australia that I mentioned earlier, 

but I am actually interested in any other data from around Australia on the impact of gillnets. I 

am interested particularly in Australian sea lions but also in any data that you have on 

dolphins, because I am aware that the South Australian fishery has issues around dolphins as 

well.  

Mr Oxley: Generally there are reporting requirements in relation to interactions with threatened 

species or protected species under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 

Act. I am not sure whether our information will go down to the nature of the actual fisheries 

that have interacted, but if that is available we will provide that.  

Answer:  

The Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 

(the department) keeps records on all fishery interactions with threatened species reported by 

fisheries management agencies. Many agencies, including the Australian Fisheries 

Management Authority (AFMA) and fisheries management agencies in South Australia and 

Western Australia, also report this information publically, either on a quarterly or annual basis. 

National data on reported fatal interactions of Australian sea lions and dolphins with gillnets for 

the last three years are presented in Attachment A below. All reports of dolphin mortalities in 

waters offshore of South Australia in recent years have been from the Shark Hook and 

Shark Gillnet Sector of the Commonwealth Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery 

(SESSF), managed by AFMA. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Reported fatal interactions of Australian sea lions and dolphins in temperate gillnet 

fisheries since 2009. 

Year Fishery Australian sea lions Dolphins 

2009 SESSF 0  

Reported at 

http://www.afma.gov.au/environme

nt-and-sustainability/protected-

species/  

2 

Reported at 

http://www.afma.gov.au/environm

ent-and-sustainability/protected-

species/  

Western 

Australian 

temperate 

shark 

fisheries 

0 

Reported at 

http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-

Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-

the-Fisheries-report.aspx  

0 

Reported at 

http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-

Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-

the-Fisheries-report.aspx 

South 

Australian 

Marine 

Scalefish 

Fishery 

0 

Reported at 

http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/

assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Intera

ctions_with_Threatened,_Endange

red_or_Protected_Species_in_Sou

th_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_

-

_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_1

1pdf.pdf  

0 

Reported at 

http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__dat

a/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Int

eractions_with_Threatened,_End

angered_or_Protected_Species_i

n_South_Australian_Managed_Fi

sheries_-

_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010

_11pdf.pdf 

2010 SESSF 2 

Reported at 

http://www.afma.gov.au/environme

nt-and-sustainability/protected-

species/ 

7 

Reported at 

http://www.afma.gov.au/environm

ent-and-sustainability/protected-

species/ 

Western 

Australian 

temperate 

shark 

fisheries 

0 

Reported at 

http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-

Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-

the-Fisheries-report.aspx 

0 

Reported at 

http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-

Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-

the-Fisheries-report.aspx 

http://www.afma.gov.au/environment-and-sustainability/protected-species/
http://www.afma.gov.au/environment-and-sustainability/protected-species/
http://www.afma.gov.au/environment-and-sustainability/protected-species/
http://www.afma.gov.au/environment-and-sustainability/protected-species/
http://www.afma.gov.au/environment-and-sustainability/protected-species/
http://www.afma.gov.au/environment-and-sustainability/protected-species/
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-the-Fisheries-report.aspx
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-the-Fisheries-report.aspx
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-the-Fisheries-report.aspx
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-the-Fisheries-report.aspx
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-the-Fisheries-report.aspx
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-the-Fisheries-report.aspx
http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Interactions_with_Threatened,_Endangered_or_Protected_Species_in_South_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_-_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_11pdf.pdf
http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Interactions_with_Threatened,_Endangered_or_Protected_Species_in_South_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_-_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_11pdf.pdf
http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Interactions_with_Threatened,_Endangered_or_Protected_Species_in_South_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_-_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_11pdf.pdf
http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Interactions_with_Threatened,_Endangered_or_Protected_Species_in_South_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_-_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_11pdf.pdf
http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Interactions_with_Threatened,_Endangered_or_Protected_Species_in_South_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_-_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_11pdf.pdf
http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Interactions_with_Threatened,_Endangered_or_Protected_Species_in_South_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_-_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_11pdf.pdf
http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Interactions_with_Threatened,_Endangered_or_Protected_Species_in_South_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_-_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_11pdf.pdf
http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Interactions_with_Threatened,_Endangered_or_Protected_Species_in_South_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_-_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_11pdf.pdf
http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Interactions_with_Threatened,_Endangered_or_Protected_Species_in_South_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_-_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_11pdf.pdf
http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Interactions_with_Threatened,_Endangered_or_Protected_Species_in_South_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_-_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_11pdf.pdf
http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Interactions_with_Threatened,_Endangered_or_Protected_Species_in_South_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_-_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_11pdf.pdf
http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Interactions_with_Threatened,_Endangered_or_Protected_Species_in_South_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_-_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_11pdf.pdf
http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Interactions_with_Threatened,_Endangered_or_Protected_Species_in_South_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_-_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_11pdf.pdf
http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Interactions_with_Threatened,_Endangered_or_Protected_Species_in_South_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_-_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_11pdf.pdf
http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Interactions_with_Threatened,_Endangered_or_Protected_Species_in_South_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_-_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_11pdf.pdf
http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Interactions_with_Threatened,_Endangered_or_Protected_Species_in_South_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_-_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_11pdf.pdf
http://www.afma.gov.au/environment-and-sustainability/protected-species/
http://www.afma.gov.au/environment-and-sustainability/protected-species/
http://www.afma.gov.au/environment-and-sustainability/protected-species/
http://www.afma.gov.au/environment-and-sustainability/protected-species/
http://www.afma.gov.au/environment-and-sustainability/protected-species/
http://www.afma.gov.au/environment-and-sustainability/protected-species/
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-the-Fisheries-report.aspx
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-the-Fisheries-report.aspx
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-the-Fisheries-report.aspx
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-the-Fisheries-report.aspx
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-the-Fisheries-report.aspx
http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-the-Fisheries-report.aspx


3 

 

 South 

Australian 

Marine 

Scalefish 

Fishery 

0 

Reported at 

http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/

assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Intera

ctions_with_Threatened,_Endange

red_or_Protected_Species_in_Sou

th_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_

-

_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_1

1pdf.pdf 

0 

Reported at 

http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__dat

a/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Int

eractions_with_Threatened,_End

angered_or_Protected_Species_i

n_South_Australian_Managed_Fi

sheries_-

_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010

_11pdf.pdf 

2011 SESSF 2 

Reported at 

http://www.afma.gov.au/environme

nt-and-sustainability/protected-

species/ 

54 

Reported at 

http://www.afma.gov.au/environm

ent-and-sustainability/protected-

species/ 

Western 

Australian 

temperate 

shark 

fisheries 

0 

Reported at 

http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-

Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-

the-Fisheries-report.aspx 

0 

Reported at 

http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/About-

Us/Publications/Pages/State-of-

the-Fisheries-report.aspx 

South 

Australian 

Marine 

Scalefish 

Fishery 

0 

Reported at 

http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__data/

assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Intera

ctions_with_Threatened,_Endange

red_or_Protected_Species_in_Sou

th_Australian_Managed_Fisheries_

-

_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010_1

1pdf.pdf 

0 

Reported at 

http://www.sardi.sa.gov.au/__dat

a/assets/pdf_file/0020/167240/Int

eractions_with_Threatened,_End

angered_or_Protected_Species_i

n_South_Australian_Managed_Fi

sheries_-

_2008_09,_2009_10,_and_2010

_11pdf.pdf 

AFMA have advised the department of six fatal interactions of Australian sea lions with gillnets 

in the SESSF between 1 January 2012 and 31 May 2012. 
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Senator Boswell asked: 

Senator BOSWELL: I had a question on notice, No. 1563, which you probably answered. I 

asked: 'Has the government assessed the number of boats that trawl or fish in highly protected 

green zones, multiple purpose zones, general purpose zones and special purpose zones?' 

The answer I received was yes. Can you tell me how many boats?  

Mr Oxley: I cannot tell you today precisely how many boats, but we will take that on notice. 

Answer:  

Given the confidentiality rules that apply to the disclosure of fisheries data (the so-called 

five boat rule” under which fisheries catch is not disclosed within fisheries reporting grids if 

fewer than five vessels have operated in that grid), the Department of Sustainability, 

Environment, Water, Population and Communities (the department) does not have access to 

individual vessel data. However, the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource 

Economics and Sciences (ABARES) has been able to aggregate data across fisheries and 

regions to calculate the average value of catch displaced by fishery by region. In total, the 

proposed new reserves have been estimated to displace less than one per cent of Australia’s 

wildcatch fisheries production. ABARES has not provided the department with reserve by 

reserve data in all fisheries in all regions because in some reserves this data could be used to 

identify individual fisher’s catch history in contravention of the confidentiality rules. However, 

through the work of ABARES in the socioeconomic assessment, and in particular the surveys 

of commercial fishers, 186 fishing businesses have reported they would be impacted to some 

extent by the proposed marine reserves networks. 

Supplementary question (27/7/12) 

Senator Boswell asked:  

Senator BOSWELL:  how many boats will be impacted by the proposed marine reserves. In a 

previous question on notice no 1563 advice was given that the Government had assessed the 

number of boats that would be impacted however no number was provided. 

The answer above identifies 186 fishing businesses that have been reported will be impacted. 

Please advise if these businesses are fishing boats or seafood processors etc. 
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Answer: 

While a precise number of boats operating in the proposed new reserves in any year or period 

of years is not available to DSEWPaC, the department believes that the 186 fishing 

businesses with vessels that self-identified as likely to experience some level of impact from 

the draft reserve networks represents a reasonable estimate of the number of actual boats 

involved.  ABARES has noted that while it is aware that some fishing business may have 

multiple vessels, it believes the estimate to be reasonably accurate. 
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Senator Boswell asked: 

Senator BOSWELL: I had a question on notice, No. 1563, which you probably answered. I 

asked: 'Has the government assessed the number of boats that trawl or fish in highly protected 

green zones, multiple purpose zones, general purpose zones and special purpose zones?' 

The answer I received was yes. Can you tell me how many boats?  

Mr Oxley: I cannot tell you today precisely how many boats, but we will take that on notice. 

Answer:  

Given the confidentiality rules that apply to the disclosure of fisheries data (the so-called 

five boat rule” under which fisheries catch is not disclosed within fisheries reporting grids if 

fewer than five vessels have operated in that grid), the Department of Sustainability, 

Environment, Water, Population and Communities (the department) does not have access to 

individual vessel data. However, the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource 

Economics and Sciences (ABARES) has been able to aggregate data across fisheries and 

regions to calculate the average value of catch displaced by fishery by region. In total, the 

proposed new reserves have been estimated to displace less than one per cent of Australia’s 

wildcatch fisheries production. ABARES has not provided the department with reserve by 

reserve data in all fisheries in all regions because in some reserves this data could be used to 

identify individual fisher’s catch history in contravention of the confidentiality rules. However, 

through the work of ABARES in the socioeconomic assessment, and in particular the surveys 

of commercial fishers, 186 fishing businesses have reported they would be impacted to some 

extent by the proposed marine reserves networks. 
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Senator Macdonald asked: 

Senator IAN MACDONALD: Could the minister take on notice if we could find out if the actual 

minister, the environment minister, would be prepared to tell us how many times he has met 

with representatives of the Pew group and who arranged those meetings? Was it a member of 

parliament or was it just done?  

Senator Conroy: I am happy to take that on notice.  

Answer:  

Proposed marine reserve networks have been the subject of extensive consultation over a 

number of years with all stakeholders including marine and tourism business representatives, 

environmental organisations and members of the public. 

The Minister has met with environmental organisations, including the PEW Environmental 

Group throughout the development and consultation process on the marine reserves. 
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Senator Macdonald asked: 

Senator IAN MACDONALD: ...I mention the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 

Commission, which suggests to me it is a very sustainable tuna fishery in the Coral Sea. Has 

their view been sought or the view of others been sought on the sustainability or otherwise of 

the Coral Sea as a fishery?  

Mr Oxley: That one I will take on notice. Certainly we have an ongoing dialogue with the 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry about the marine reserves development 

process, and they feed their views into government in that regard.  

Answer:  

Commonwealth marine reserves are not being established to manage fisheries. The final 

Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network proposal has been designed to minimise social and 

economic impacts whilst creating a system of marine protected areas that represent 

Australia's diversity of marine ecosystems and habitats and the life they support. 

The Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences (ABARES) 

make assessments on the status of fish stocks and fisheries managed by the Australian 

Government. The latest ABARES Fishery Status Reports 2010 have assessed tuna species 

caught under the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery as not overfished or subject to overfishing.  
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Senator Boswell asked: 

Senator BOSWELL: Australia at present has approximately 35 per cent of the world’s marine 

protected estate. What will Australia’s total percentage of the world’s marine protected estate 

be once all the marine parks are declared?  

Mr Oxley: I do not know, because many other nations around the world are also in the process 

of establishing marine parks. At any particular day the number is going to be different.  

Senator BOSWELL: As of today—  

Mr Oxley: I will take that on notice.  

Senator BOSWELL: I have been told it is 70 per cent, but can you confirm that?  

Mr Oxley: I can take it on notice. I do not have that number in front of me or in my head.  

Answer:  

The total area of marine reserves (marine protected areas) has grown markedly in recent 

years and therefore any estimates of Australia’s proportion of that area have also changed 

significantly.  

As of February 2012, based on the World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA), the total 

world marine area protected was 8,106,430 square kilometres (IUCN and UNEP-WCMC, 

2012). This figure represents the total marine areas protected up to and including 2011. Only 

national protected areas that are designated and have a known year of establishment have 

been included in this figure. 

Based on this figure, Australia currently has 11 per cent of the world’s marine protected estate. 

This would increase to 31 per cent once all the new marine parks are declared. These 

percentages are based on national marine protected area statistics which includes 

Commonwealth and State/Territory waters. These percentages would be subject to no other 

nations around the world establishing marine parks over the same time period. This is not 

likely to occur. For example, the Maldives has announced it intends to declare its entire 

exclusive economic zone as a marine protected area. This is an area comparable in size to the 

proposed Coral Sea Commonwealth Marine Reserve. 

Source: IUCN and UNEP-WCMC (2012), The World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA): 

February 2012. Cambridge, UK: UNEP-WCMC.  
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Senator Colbeck asked: 

1. A Fisheries Adjustment Policy and associated package is being developed, does 

DSEWPaC have carriage of the policy and associated package? 

2. Has any money been allocated in the current budget papers for the Fisheries Adjustment 

Policy and associated package? If so, how much is allocated and where is this 

documented in the current budget papers? 

3. Does DSEWPaC make any payment to AFMA for the environmental monitoring AFMA 

does on behalf of DSEWPaC? If so, how much is allocated for 2012-13 and where is this 

documented in the current budget papers? 

Answer:  

1. Yes. 

2. The Australian Government has made provision in the budget for fishing industry 

adjustment assistance. 

3. Yes. The Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 

pays the Australian Fisheries Management Authority for access to vessel monitoring 

system data to support Commonwealth marine reserve management compliance and 

enforcement activities. $50,000 from departmental expenses is allocated for 2012-13 and 

included in the departmental funding in the DSEWPaC Budget Statements under 

Outcome 1, Table 2.1.1 Budgeted Expenses for Outcome 1. 
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Senator Macdonald asked: 

1. Have final Marine Reserve boundaries and zoning been determined? 

2. Has the ABARES socio-economic assessment into the impacts of the marine Reserve 

been concluded and has it reported? 

3. Has stakeholder feedback assessment been completed? Has a policy been determined? 

4. Have commercial fishing interests been engaged through the process of developing the 

Marine Reserve proposal? 

5. What has been the cost to date across all relevant agencies for developing the proposal? 

6. What costs are estimated for the next financial year to further develop and deploy the 

proposal? 

7. Have the details of the adjustment assistance program for the commercial fishing industry 

been finalised? Is further consultation necessary? 

Answer:  

1. The Australian Government’s proposed final Gulf of Carpentaria Commonwealth Marine 

Reserve, including zoning, was announced on 14 June 2012. The boundaries and zoning 

will only be final once statutory public consultation has concluded and they have been 

proclaimed under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.  

2. The Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences (ABARES) 

has completed a socio-economic assessment of the regional marine reserves network 

proposals for each marine region. The principal findings of the assessments are reported 

in the Regulation Impact Statement (RIS) that was considered by the government in 

decisions on the marine reserves network that would be released for statutory 

consultation. The RIS is available on the Department of Finance and Deregulation web 

site. Regional reports on the socio-economic assessments will also be made publicly 

available by ABARES. 

3. Assessment of stakeholder feedback received during formal consultations undertaken for 

the North Marine Region between August and November 2011 has been completed. This 

assessment is presented in a report available on the Department of Sustainability, 

Environment, Water, Population and Communities website. The government released its 

Fisheries Adjustment Policy in May 2011. 
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4. Yes. Commercial fishing industry representatives, operators and managers have been 

extensively involved throughout the process of developing marine reserves network 

proposals. 

5. It is not possible to identify the costs incurred to date on the development of the proposed 

Gulf of Carpentaria marine reserve in isolation from the North marine reserves network 

proposals as a whole. The costs of formal consultation on the marine reserves network 

proposal for the North Marine Region for the 2011-2012 financial year including funding 

provided to industry to conduct consultation is approximately $100,000. 

6. It is not possible to estimate the costs for the finalisation and proclamation of the Gulf of 

Carpentaria marine reserve in isolation from the marine reserves network proposal for the 

North Marine Region or other regions. 

7. The government’s Fisheries Adjustment Policy will guide the design of the assistance 

package. Further consultation with the commercial fishing industry and fisheries 

management agencies on the development of the fisheries adjustment assistance package 

will be undertaken. 
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Senator Madigan asked: 

1. Has the department undertaken a cost benefit study of the effects of the proposals to 

declare large marine protected areas – such as in the Coral Sea? If yes – is it now, or will it 

soon be, available for public scrutiny? If No – why haven’t you undertaken one given that, 

the compensation costs for the Great Barrier Reef areas far exceeded the original 

estimates? 

2. What demonstrated specific threats to specific Coral Sea fish species warrant further 

closures of marine areas? 

3. Given that existing marine protected areas have not been able to protect coral reefs from 

bleaching, nor have they been able to protect them from the effects of climate change, 

ocean acidification or ocean temperature changes – What demonstrated specific threats to 

biodiversity in the Coral Sea would closures there offer protection from? 

4. Has any consideration been given or study been conducted into what effect these closures 

will have on the Australian Fishing & Seafood Industry?   

5. Has consideration been given or studies been conducted into what if any adverse effects 

there will be on global fish stocks by closing large fish areas of Australian waters to 

fishing? 

Answer:  

1. The Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences (ABARES) 

has carried out a socio-economic assessment of each of the final regional marine reserves 

network proposals. The principal findings of the assessments are reported in the 

Regulation Impact Statement that was considered by the Australian Government in 

finalising the marine reserves network. The Federal Office of Best Practice Regulation 

publishes information about regulatory decisions announced by the government. 

2. The Commonwealth marine reserves are not being implemented to mitigate specific 

threats to fish species. The Commonwealth marine reserves are being established to 

represent examples of all the different marine ecosystems and habitats found in Australia’s 

diverse marine waters.  
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3. There is increasing body of evidence and expert scientific advice that marine reserves 

have an important role to play in sustaining the marine environment and the life it supports. 

Marine reserves can increase the abundance and diversity of many organisms; they can 

lead to reductions in the loss of threatened and vulnerable species and they can help 

ecosystems recover from natural and human impacts. However, marine reserves are only 

one tool for conserving biodiversity. Marine reserves help sustain the health, resilience and 

productivity of our marine environment. Equally important is the way we manage the 

various industries that use the marine environment. 

4. The ABARES has carried out a socio-economic assessment of each of the final regional 

marine reserves network proposals. 

5. Commonwealth marine reserves are not being established to manage fisheries. Fisheries 

are managed under fisheries legislation by fisheries management agencies. The proposed 

reserves are estimated by ABARES to displace approximately one per cent of annual wild 

catch fisheries production in Australian waters. It is not evident whether this will result in 

actual reductions in catch. The scale of displacement is a very small proportion of global 

fisheries production. 
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