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Senator BIRMINGHAM: Have any within the $2 million for this year been accepted as 

yet? 

Ms Cruickshank: We have four which have been accepted by the evaluation panel but, as 

my colleague said a minute ago, we are still in the process of exchanging contracts so I 

suspect we are still probably a couple of weeks away from being able to provide that 

information to you. 

[…] 

Senator BIRMINGHAM: Cumulatively, how much of the $2 million will those four be 

spending?  

Ms Cruickshank: As to those four, this is a slight estimation because it is in the context of 

part of the reason we are still going through the contract process being there are some 

revisions.  

Ms Jensen: We will take it on notice. 

Answer: 

As at 11 February 2013, four partnership activities were approved for funding under the 

Public Information Campaign. 

Total anticipated expenditure on these activities is $515,100 (excluding GST).  
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Senator BIRMINGHAM: Thank you for that. In terms of those who approach the 

department versus those the department approached, is the department able to give me an 

understanding as to whether there was a formal process of approaching those on the 

unsolicited list and if so how many were on that list and who was approached?  

Ms Cruickshank: I would have to take that on notice. 

Answer: 

The Public Information Campaign is a combination of Department run public information 

activities and a discretionary grants program. It is common practice for Ministers to provide 

discretionary grants in situations where specific capabilities are required for the effective 

delivery of a program and these capabilities only exist within a particular organisation.  

 

The Department of Climate Change regularly receives approaches from a range of 

community and business organisations seeking funding assistance for their activities 

promoting awareness of climate change and the government's policy response. 

 

The objectives of the $2 million Public Information Campaign were to communicate the 

detail of the Clean Energy Future package to ensure accurate information was available to the 

public. 

 

As such, the Department devised a set of specific criteria, with a focus on communicating this 

policy information by utilising the unique capabilities of an organisation to reach and 

communicate with a particular segment of the community. These criteria were provided to all 

potential applicants before progressing any funding requests. Evaluation Committees were 

established drawing on advice from the Legal and Procurement Branches of the Department. 

All processes were established in accordance with relevant Commonwealth guidelines. 

 

In some cases, potential applicants approached the Department with an idea or concept and 

were provided with the criteria to respond to. In other cases, the Department approached 

organisations where there was alignment with our knowledge of those organisations’ 

audiences or communities and those audiences that our research revealed had a particular 

lack of awareness of the Clean Energy Future package.  

 



The partnerships approved to proceed in February 2013 reflect the specific capabilities of 

each organisation to communicate effectively to a particular demographic or community 

group due to the networks, outreach, or capabilities uniquely available to that organisation. 

 

It is the ordinary practice for Government agencies to disclose by publication, the names of 

funding applicants once contractual arrangements have been executed. To disclose the names 

of funding applicants prior to executing contractual arrangements may impact contractual 

negotiations. Further, the release of any information related to funding applications prior to 

contractual arrangements being executed would not reasonably be anticipated by applicants.  
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Senator Birmingham asked: 

1. How many entities have applied for relief under the Charities Maritime and Aviation 
Support Program?  

2. How much has been reimbursed?  

3. How much was originally budgeted for this program?  

4. How many entities were originally thought eligible and/or written to in order to advise 
of this program? 

Answer: 

1. Since commencement of the Charities Maritime and Aviation Support Program (the 
Program) in June 2012, as of 18 March 2013, 36 applications have been received by 
AusIndustry.  

2. As at 18 March 2013, $690,000 has been reimbursed to eligible charities under the 
Program. 

3. The Program has been costed at $29.3 million over five years to June 2017. 

4. There are approximately 20,000 organisations currently named in the tax law or 
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) endorsed by the Australian Taxation Office. Of these 
up to 200 considered may have exposure to aviation fuel costs or utilise fuels for 
maritime purposes.  

With the assistance of the Treasury, 2,450 DGR endorsed entities have been contacted 
on numerous occasions to advertise the program.  
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Senator Birmingham asked: 

1. For each of the 10 one-day seminars conducted in 2012 by the Australian Council of 

Trade Unions (ACTU), as part of its Training Workers for a Clean Energy Future 

project assisted by a Climate Change Grant Program grant budget of $93 000 

(excluding GST), can a list be provided identifying, by date and seminar location, 

which unions were represented and by how many delegates and/or union officials.  

2. Has the ACTU identified to the department the total cost of running these seminars 

and/or what portion of the total cost was met from the grant budget; if so, can details be 

provided.  

3. Can copies be provided of all reports provided by the ACTU in relation to this grant. 

Answer: 

Please refer to the response to Parliamentary Question on Notice No. 2742. 
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