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Question: 

 

Is it the case that the Minister’s decision to overturn a previously approved and publicly 

announced ABA grant to the Machado Joseph Disease (MJD) Foundation was found to be 

invalid by the Federal Court?  

 Is it the case that the Commonwealth is appealing that decision?  

 What have been the legal costs to date to the Commonwealth in relation to this 

matter? 

 What are the projected costs of any future appeal? 

 

Answer: 

 

The Federal Court held that the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Senator the Hon Nigel 

Scullion’s decision was invalid.  

 

The Commonwealth has appealed the decision of the Federal Court because the decision has 

raised an important question of legal principle affecting the administration of the ABA. It is 

necessary to resolve this question. 

 

As the matter is still before the Court it is not appropriate to publicly release details of legal 

costs. 

 

 


