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Question:

Could you provide a list of signatories for all Memorandums of Understanding to

negotiate a lease with the Government since the election?

Answer: Two Statements of Commitment to negotiate township leases have been
signed since the Election at Gunbalanya and Yirrkala and are at Attachment A
including the signatories.



ATTACHMENT A

Statement of Commiiment

Joint acknowledgement of agreement to township lease negotiations at
Gunbalanya

Subject to the requirements of section 194 of the Aboriginal Land Righs {(Northern
Territory} Aet 1976 the traditional owners of the township of Gunbalanya and the Australian
Government {‘the parties™) acknowledge that they are committed to township lease
negotiations for the community of Gunbalanya.

Commitsrent to Traditional Ohwrers

The Australian Government is committed to township lease negotiations with Gunbaanya
traditional owners in good faith and subject to the requirements of the dborigingl Land Rights
{Morthern Tervitory) Act 1976.

Cemmitment from Traditional Owiers

Gunbalanya traditional ownets cominit to township lease negotiations in good Faith and in
full knowledge of the intent and purpose of a township lease. Gunbalanya traditional owners
commit to consider the benefits of a towmship lease for the whole conununity in the course of

negotistions.
Commitment to Economic Development and Home Chonership

The parties are commilted to achieving greater opportunitics for economic development and
home ownership in Gunbalanya and are commitéed to land administration which leverages
traditional owners' great land wealth to support greater economic opportinities for traditional
onwners and the community.

Copunitment fo Township Lease Negotiations

The parties agree that a ninety-nine year township lease is the most effective way of
achieving economic and commercial development in Gunbalanya.

Cunbalanya traditional owners agree to consider a revised township lease proposal put
forward by the Australian Government in the next month.

The partics agree to commence the process for the negotiation of a township lease.

The parties agree lo finalise negotiations for a township lease and execute a township lease, if
agreed to, prior to 30 June 2014,

Legel relafionship

The parties acknowledge and agree that no binding legal relationship will arise betwezn them
unlezs and until all the details of the agreement ate settled and the township lease is executed
by the township lease entity and the Arnhem Land Aboriginal Tand Treust under section 194
of the Aboriginal Land Rights (Novihern Terriiory) Act 1976,



SIGNED AS AN AGREEMENT BY

Senator the Honourable Nigel Scullion,
Minister for Indigenous Affairs,
on behalf of the Commonwealth of Australia

Gunbalanya traditional owners
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Statement of Commitment

Joint acknowledgement of agreement to township lease negotiations at
Yirrkala

Subject to the requirements of section 194 of the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern
Territory) Aci 1976 the traditional owners of the township of Yirrkala and the Australian
Government (*the parties’) acknowledge that they are committed to township lease
negotiations for the community of Yirrkala,

Conmmitrment fo Traditional Chwiners

The Auvstralian Government is committed to township lease negotiations with Yirrkala
traditional owners in good faith and subject to the requirements of the Aboriginal Land Rights
(Northern Tervitory) Act 1976

Commitment fiom Traditional Owners

Yirrkala traditional owners commit to township lease negotiations in good faith and with
knowledge of the intent and purpose of a township lease. Yirrkala traditional owners commit
to consider the benefits of a township lease for the whole community in the course of
negotiations.

Commiiment to Economic Development and Home Ownership

The parties are committed to achieving greater opportunities for economic development and
home ownership in Yirrkala and are committed to land administration which leverages
traditional owners” great land wealth to support greater economic opportunities for traditional
owners and the community.

Commitment to Township Lease Negotiations

The parties agree that a ninetv-nine year township lease is an effective way of achieving
economic and commercial develepment in Yirrkala.

Yirrkala traditional owners agree to consider a township lease proposal put forward by the
Australian Government in the next 60 days.

The parties agree to commence the process for the negotiation of a township lease,

The parties agree to finalise negotiations for a township lease and execute a township lease, if
agreed to, prior to prior to 30 September 2014,

Legal relationship
The parties acknowledge and agree that this statement of commitment is not legally binding

and is subject to the requirements of section 19A of the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern
Territory) Aef 1976 and all related consents, approvals and directions.



SIGNED BY

Senator the Honourable Nigel Seullion,
Minister for Indigenous Affairs,
on behalt of the Australian Government

AND

Yirrkala traditional owners
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