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Question: 

Senator WONG: Okay. How are we going with respect to the 25 August letter?  
Ms Halton: We just looked at it. I think the question is that I do not know whether we legally can 
table it.  
Senator Cormann: We will take it on notice. If we can, we will. We will make a decision quickly, 
but this does relate to legal proceedings, and we do have to take advice on whether there is a public 
interest immunity or not. 
... 
Senator WONG: Okay. I would like a copy of correspondence from you to the Victorian Liberal 
Party.  
Senator Cormann: We have taken that on notice ... 
... 
Senator WONG: So you wrote to Hope Earle the next day, requesting further clarification. I am 
asking for a copy of that letter.  
Ms Halton: Yes. We will take advice. 
... 
Senator WONG: This is August 2015; we are obviously in May of the next year. I am trying to 
get a sense of the chronology. We have 25/8 and then we have the response from the secretary in 
writing—and you are taking on notice whether you can give me that.  
Ms Halton: Yes.  
Senator WONG: And you are taking on notice the 25 August one as well.  
Ms Halton: Yes. 
... 
Senator WONG: So you write back on the 26th. Then what happens? Do you get a letter back?  
Ms Halton: Yes.  
Senator WONG: What is the date of that letter?  
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Ms Halton: The 28th.  
Senator WONG: From Hope Earle, or Mr Kroger?  
Ms Halton: No, from Hope Earle.  
Senator WONG: On notice, can I ask for a copy of that letter?  
Ms Halton: Sure.    
 
Answer: 
 
A copy of the relevant correspondence requested is attached: 

• letter dated 25 August 2015 to the Department of Finance (Finance) from Hope Earle is at 
Attachment A; 

• letter dated 26 August 2015 to Hope Earle from Finance is at Attachment B;  
• letter dated 28 August 2015 to Finance from Hope Earle is at Attachment C; and 
• letter dated 28 August 2015 to Hope Earle from Finance is at Attachment D. 
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