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Question: 
 
Senator Cormann: ... I was aware of the information the government decided to put into the 
public domain, and the Minister for Defence and I put the information into the public domain on 
Friday, 22 May, in the form of a joint statement.  
...  
Senator WONG: When was that statement finalised?  
Senator Cormann: I would have to take that on notice.  
Senator WONG: Was that finalised the night before?  
Senator Cormann: I would have to take that on notice.  
... 
Senator WONG: If you could take on notice when the media release was finalised, but I have 
this question: when did you and Mr Andrews make a decision to release on the Friday? Was it on 
the Friday? Or was it on the Thursday, Wednesday or another day?  
Senator Cormann: I would have to check. My recollection is that we initially decided to release 
the information sometime prior—which stands to reason—to 29 May 2015. 
 
 
Answer: 
 
The media statement was finalised at approximately 11 am on Friday, 22 May 2015. The 
decision to release the media statement on Friday, 22 May 2015 was also made that morning.  
  


