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Question: 
 
Senator WONG: Can I just go then back to the question that I asked you, Senator, which you 
declined to answer—and I would say to you the reasons you gave are not reasons that are 
contemplated by the order that the chair read out—and that was whether or not Mr Carter had 
asked you for a copy of the forensic audit.  
Senator Cormann: I do not want to talk on behalf of Mr Carter about what was discussed at a 
private meeting, but I will take it on notice and will consult with Mr Carter to see what he might 
be prepared for me to provide on notice. 
 
Answer: 
 
The Air Warfare Destroyer (AWD) Alliance conducted the forensic audit to establish a true and 
realistic rebaseline of the estimated cost and schedule for the completion of the AWD Program. 
The ASC Board and Management had full access to that forensic audit material as an AWD 
Alliance member.  

Analysis was also undertaken by a number of external advisers, who provided various reports to 
the Commonwealth, which considered, tested and assured the robustness of the forensic audit 
process. Collectively, these reports form a detailed analysis of the estimated costs to complete 
the AWD Program. The additional assurance work undertaken was not provided to ASC as it is 
confidential to the Commonwealth.   


