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Question:

Can the Department provide the committee with an update on the National Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ Drug Strategy 2014-2019?

Answer:

The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ Drug Strategy 2014 — 2019
(NATSIPDS) was developed by the Intergovernmental Committee on Drugs (IGCD) on
behalf of Health Ministers and was endorsed by COAG Health Council in mid-2015.

As a sub-strategy of the National Drug Strategy (NDS), the NATSIPDS is intended to act as a
guide for governments, communities, service providers and individuals to identify key issues
and respond to local priority areas relating to the harmful use of alcohol and other drugs.

It acknowledges that responsibility for implementing policies and programs to reduce the
harmful use of alcohol and other drugs in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities
1s a matter that cuts across different levels of government and agencies, and a range of sectors
within the community.

National oversight and monitoring of the NDS, and its sub-strategies, is the responsibility of
the newly established Ministerial Drug and Alcohol Forum (MDAF). The strategic priorities
identified in the NDS, and its sub-strategies, are reflected in the discussions and work of the
MDAF and its supporting committees.



