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Question: 
 

Senator MOORE: Mr Lloyd, can you tell me whether there is a Public Service policy on 

breastfeeding.  

Mr Lloyd: On breastfeeding?  

Senator MOORE: Yes. I could not find one. I have found numerous state government 

policies, but I could not find a Commonwealth government policy.  

Ms Foster: I do not believe there is one. We are just quickly checking.  

Senator MOORE: Thank you. You can take that on notice rather than searching through the 

papers; that is fine. 

… 

Senator MOORE: Because there is no policy, do you have any kind of best practice 

processes around? Ms Foster has said that Safe Work Australia now has a special facility? I 

believe that all the Public Service agencies would not have that. I am wondering whether as a 

Public Service we actually have best practice around how these facilities should be arranged, 

what the best services would be working with people? I do believe we have a National 

Breastfeeding Strategy, which the Department of Health has in place. I am just wondering 

whether there has been any discussion between the Department of Health—I will check out 

its own arrangements—and the Public Service about best practice. 

 

Answer: 

 

No published policy on breastfeeding applies to Commonwealth Government employment. It 

is common for individual agencies to have breastfeeding policies and provide breastfeeding 

facilities tailored to the needs of their workforces. 

 

The Australian Public Service Commission has not released best practice guidance on 

breastfeeding. 

 

 

 


