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Question:  
Senator RONALDSON—Did anyone at Government House see the invitation? 
Ms Prendergast—I cannot answer for other people. I would have to take that on notice. 
Senator RONALDSON—Can you take on notice, please, as to whether Government House 
ticked-off on them? I cannot imagine that you would allow an invitation to be sent out under the 
Governor-General’s name without your seeing the invitation but if you say you are not sure, can 
you take that on notice? Can you provide me with a copy of that invitation? Can you provide me 
with details of every one of those people who were officially invited on behalf of the Governor-
General? 
 
Answer:  
Further to the additional information provided to the committee on 17 March 2011, the Office 
issued three messages of invitation to Long Tan veterans and their spouses.  The first, a letter dated 
10 May 2010, was to the Former Commander of D Company, Harry Smith, advising that the 
Governor-General proposed to host a ceremony at Government House to invest individual honours 
recipients (Harry Smith, David Sabin and Geoff Kendall, and a representative of the late Clifford 
Dohle).  This was followed by an email on 7 July 2010 to Mr Smith advising of the Governor-
General’s proposal to host an investiture ceremony to present the individual honours and the Unit 
Citation for Gallantry (UCG) emblem to Long Tan veterans on 17 August 2010.  As the Office did 
not have contact details for the relevant veterans, Mr Smith undertook to have the Long Tan 
Veterans Association prepare a list of veterans who would likely attend.  On 5 August 2010, the 
Office contacted the President of the Veterans Association, John Hesslewood, to confirm the 
details of the Governor-General’s invitation to the group. 
 
The letter of 10 May 2010 and the email of 7 July 2010 were sent by the Deputy Official 
Secretary, Mark Fraser.  The email of 5 August 2010 was sent by the Operations Manager, Paul 
Singer. 
 



The Office was provided a list of names by the Department of Defence Directorate of Honours and 
Awards, of 127 Long Tan veterans (including 28 deceased persons) entitled to the Unit Citation for 
Gallantry with Federation Star. A copy of the list follows over the next 3 pages. 
 
In addition to the Long Tan veterans who were invited through Harry Smith and John Hesslewood, 
invitations were extended to the following official guests and their spouses: 
 
Lt General Ken Gillespie AO DSC CSM (Chief of Army) 
Major General Mick Slater DSC AM CSC (Commander 1 Division, representing Chief of Army) 
Air Marshal Mark Binskin AO (Chief of Air Force) 
Air Vice-Marshal John Harvey AM (Program Manager New Air Combat Capability, representing 
Chief of Air Force) 
Mr Ian Campbell PSM (Secretary Department of Veterans’ Affairs) 
Mr Shane Carmody (Deputy President Repatriation Commission, representing the Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs) 
Rear Admiral Ken Doolan AO RAN (Retd) (National President Returned Services Association of 
Australia) 
Mr Ken Foster (National Secretary, Vietnam Veterans’ Association of Australia) 
Mr Peter Ryan (ACT President, Vietnam Veterans’ Association of Australia) 
Dr Graeme Killer AO (Department of Veterans’ Affairs) 
Emeritus Professor Dennis Pearce AO (Chair of the Defence Honours and Awards Tribunal) 
Major General Peter Abigail AO (Retd) (Chair of the Independent Review Panel appointed to 
Review Recognition for the Battle of Long Tan) 
Mr Peter Rush (Assistant Secretary, Awards and Culture Branch, Department of the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet) 
Air Commodore Frank Burtt (Retd) (RAAF Vietnam veteran) 
Mr John Hesslewood (President Long Tan Veterans Association) 

 







 


