




































































































































Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade 

Additional Budget Estimates 2016-17; 1 March 2017 

Answers to questions on notice from the Veterans’ Affairs portfolio 

 

Question 49 

 

Outcome: 1 Program: all 

Topic: Industry Advisory Committee 

(Written Question on Notice) 

 

Senator GALLACHER asked: 

 

a) How many business people have signed on to be a part of the Industry Advisory Committee?  

b) Who are they?  

c) Are they a cross section of industries?  

d) What consideration is given to ensuring different sectors are involved? 

e) Can the department provide the breakdown of the gender of the members? 

f) Is the Department proactively asking different businesses to be involved? If yes, how many? 

 

Answer 

 

a) b) and e) On 11 March 2017, the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs appointed a chair, deputy 

chair, a small business owner, a representative of a peak industry organisation and 

representatives of twelve other businesses to the Committee. 

Three members were directly appointed to the Committee: 

 Mr George Frazis, Chief Executive of the Consumer Bank Division of Westpac Group, 

was appointed as Chair; 

 Mr Ben Roberts-Smith VC, MG, was appointed as Deputy Chair; and 

 Ms Natalie Colbert, small business owner, was appointed to represent small businesses. 

Ten other businesses and the peak industry group were invited to serve on the Committee: 

 Allied Express Transport,  

 Australia Post,  

 Westpac Banking Corporation, 

 Clayton Utz,  

 CSC Australia Pty Ltd,  

 J.P. Morgan Chase Bank, NA (Sydney Branch), 

 PwC, 

 Raytheon Australia, 

 Saab Australia Pty Ltd, 

 Serco Australia Pty Ltd, 

 Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

c)   Yes. 

d) The businesses appointed to the Committee were selected to represent a cross-section of small, 

medium and large organisations, and a range of industries.   

f) The role of businesses that expressed interest in being appointed to the Committee will be 

considered by the Committee.   
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Question 60 

 

Outcome: all Program: all 

Topic: Government Waste – Department of Veteran Affairs 

(Written Question on Notice)  

 

Senator XENOPHON asked: 

 

Given that government and opposition politicians have all raised concerns over time and had 

policies on government waste: 

 

1. Is there a central government authority responsible for the elimination of waste? 

2. If so 

a. Is there a government wide definition on the meaning of ‘waste’, and if so, what is 

that definition? 

b. How does this central government authority monitor and manage waste within the 

Department? 

c. Is there a central government mechanism (e.g. phone number, email address, web 

site) for public servants or contractors to report Departmental waste? 

d. How much Departmental waste was identified by the central government authority 

in FY 13/14, FY 14/15 and FY 15/16? 

3. If not: 

a. Is there a departmental definition on the meaning of ‘waste’, and if so, what is that 

definition? 

b. What are the Department’s arrangements for monitoring and managing waste? 

c. Is there a central Departmental mechanism (e.g. phone number, email address, web 

site) for public servants or contractors to report Departmental waste? 

d. How much waste was identified by the Department in FY 13/14, FY 14/15 and FY 

15/16? 

4. In either case: 

a. Can Departmental officers or contractors report waste anonymously? 

b. Are they afforded a protection if they do so? 

 

Answer 

 

1. ‘Refer to the Department of Finance’s response to Additional Senate Estimates Question 

F128’ 

 

2. ‘Refer to the Department of Finance’s response to Additional Senate Estimates Question 

F128’ 

 

3. Departmental waste -  

a. The Public Governance, Performance and Accountability (PGPA) Act 2013 

establishes the system of governance and accountability for use of public resources.  

The PGPA establishes that the accountable authority of a Commonwealth entity 

must govern the entity in a way that promotes the proper use and management of 

public resources for which the authority is responsible.  
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b. DVA undertakes PGPA Act compliance reporting on a quarterly basis.  Matters of 

significant non-compliance and actions taken to remedy non-compliance are 

reported to the Portfolio Minister and Finance Minister and for 2015-16 disclosed 

in the Annual Report.  During the 2015-16 year the Department enhanced its fraud 

and non-compliance prevention measures through a program of education and 

training.  

c. In addition to the quarterly and annual reporting of non-compliance, DVA has 

structured processes to report matters of any legislative non-compliance (reporting 

can be made through contact officers and a central email address).  DVA also 

provides clear guidance on matters of non-compliance through its Accountable 

Authority Instruction on fraud control and reporting.  

d. Disclosable non-compliance statistics are made available in the Annual Report –  

i. 2015/16 – page 114 and 115 

ii. 2014/15 – page 117 and 118 

iii. 2013/14 – page 133 and 134 

 

4. Departmental officers anonymity –  

a. Departmental officers or contractors are able to report non-compliance 

anonymously.  This anonymity is provided for under the Public Interest Disclosure 

Act 2013 Part 1, Division 1, Section 28 (2) A public interest disclosure may be 

made anonymously.  

b. The Public Interest Disclosure Act 2013 Part 2 makes provision for protection of an 

individual who makes a public interest disclosure. 
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