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Schools funding 

Question

Please break down the $18.6 billion package by school year, state and sector. 

Answer

The 2017–18 Budget provided an additional $18.6 billion in Commonwealth recurrent funding 
for schools from 2018 to 2017. This amount has been updated following passage of the 
Australian Education Amendment Bill 2017. An additional $23.4 billion in Commonwealth 
recurrent funding will now be provided from 2018 to 2027, compared to the 2016–17 Budget. 
The following table provides a breakdown by state/territory and sector.

Note: state and territory allocations in the 2016–17 Budget from the 2018 school year 
onwards were indicative only and subject to consultation between the Commonwealth, the 
states and territories, and the non-government sector.



Commonwealth recurrent funding for schools by state/territory and sector – amended Australian Education Act 2013 compared to 2016–17 Budget ($m)

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2018-2027
Government 142 206 275 373 480 597 650 706 766 830 5,025
Catholic 8 19 30 60 92 125 151 177 204 233 1,099
Independent -5 13 32 69 109 153 166 180 193 207 1,118NSW

Total 145 237 337 502 682 875 966 1,063 1,163 1,271 7,241
Government 53 112 178 266 363 470 513 560 610 663 3,787
Catholic 0 0 2 20 39 60 82 107 133 162 606
Independent 14 31 49 80 115 154 173 194 215 238 1,264VIC

Total 67 143 229 367 518 683 769 860 958 1,064 5,657
Government 129 183 250 331 419 511 555 599 644 692 4,312
Catholic 2 5 11 28 47 66 84 102 121 142 610
Independent 15 31 50 80 111 144 159 174 190 207 1,159QLD

Total 146 219 311 439 577 722 797 875 956 1,040 6,081
Government -19 -1 20 48 79 112 122 133 145 156 795
Catholic 2 4 6 12 18 24 28 32 36 41 203
Independent 7 16 26 41 56 73 80 87 94 102 584SA

Total -10 19 52 101 153 209 230 252 275 300 1,581
Government -160 -124 -83 -28 33 100 115 131 149 168 302
Catholic 5 10 16 29 43 58 67 77 88 100 493
Independent 10 22 35 53 74 96 106 117 129 142 785WA

Total -145 -92 -32 55 150 254 288 325 366 410 1,580
Government 15 17 19 23 28 32 35 38 41 44 292
Catholic 2 5 8 12 17 22 24 26 29 31 175
Independent 2 4 6 9 12 15 16 17 18 19 115TAS

Total 19 25 33 44 56 68 75 81 87 94 583
Government -2 2 7 14 22 31 34 38 42 46 232
Catholic -4 -8 -12 -16 -20 -24 -29 -34 -39 -45 -232
Independent -3 -6 -9 -12 -15 -19 -23 -28 -33 -38 -185ACT

Total -9 -12 -15 -14 -14 -13 -18 -24 -30 -37 -184
Government 50 49 47 47 47 46 46 45 44 42 463
Catholic 3 7 11 16 21 27 29 32 34 37 216
Independent 4 6 9 13 19 25 28 32 36 41 213NT

Total 57 62 67 76 87 98 103 108 114 120 892
Government 208 443 713 1,074 1,470 1,899 2,070 2,250 2,440 2,641 15,208
Catholic 19 42 70 161 257 357 435 520 607 702 3,170
Independent 45 117 198 333 481 641 705 772 843 919 5,053Australia

Total 271 602 982 1,568 2,208 2,897 3,210 3,542 3,890 4,262 23,431
Source: departmental modelling as at 22 June 2017.


