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Senate Standing Committee on Education and Employment - Education 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Budget Estimates 2014-2015 

Outcome 2 - Schools and Youth 

Department of Education Question No. ED0336_15

Senator Collins asked on 4 June 2014, Hansard page 129 

Question

Student pastoral care programs 

Senator JACINTA COLLINS:  Senator Ryan referred to a large body of research that 
shows that student pastoral care programs—I think he may have actually focused on 
part of the program statement, the advantages in relation to social and emotional 
skills. Does that research focus on student pastoral care programs in a general 
sense or does it focus solely on programs provided by chaplains? Senator Ryan:  If 
you are asking me— Senator JACINTA COLLINS:  I am asking you or the 
department. I am just noting that you referred to it earlier. Senator Ryan:  I was trying 
to provide a summary for Senator Kroger. Ms Paul:  I think we might have to take it 
on notice. I am not sure. Just let us have a look at the research and answer that. 

Answer

A selection of the research that focusses on pastoral care programmes, including 
programmes provided by chaplains, is listed below:

Guidelines for Pastoral Care in Catholic Schools. (2003) Catholic Education 
Commission, New South Wales. Funded under the National School Drug Education 
Strategy administered by the Commonwealth Department of Education, Science and 
Training.  

Harries, M. Cant, R. Lavery, S. Phillips, S. and Di Risio, J. (2012). Evaluation of 
YouthCARE Chaplaincy Services in Western Australia, Final Report, Centre for 
Vulnerable Children, The University of Western Australia.

Hearn, L, Campbell-Pope, R, House, J, and Cross, D. (2006). Pastoral Care in 
Education, Child Health Promotion Research Unit, Edith Cowan University, Perth.

Hughes, P. and Sims, M. (2009) The Effectiveness of Chaplaincy. As provided by the 
National School Chaplaincy Association to Government Schools in Australia. Edith 
Cowan University: Social Justice Centre, School of Psychology and Social Science:

James E. Norman (2002) Personal difficulties and educational underachievement: 
The contribution of pastoral care and school Chaplaincy, Irish Educational Studies, 
21:1, 2002. 33–46.
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Loza, Dr J & Warren, Dr B. (2009). The Value of Chaplains in Victorian Schools — 
An independent research report into the views of students, parents, chaplains and 
school principals. ACCESS Ministries, The Council for Christian Education in 
Schools.

The Distinctiveness of Chaplaincy within a framework of School Support Services. 
(2010) Chaplaincy Services Division ACCESS ministries.


