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Senator Urquhart asked:

1.

Considering the Government has missed its preferred deadline of having the Threatened
Species Scientific Committee consider a new draft Biodiversity Plan for Christmas Island
in early-2015, and it is now late 2015, is the new plan on track to be considered by the
Committee in November and by the Minister in December? If not, what is the new late
timeframe?

Have Departmental staff met longer than the "briefly”, as was noted in QON107, with key
Christmas Island stakeholders since May this year?

Have the amendments to the draft plan that the Department identified in QON 108 been
made to the plan yet? Which amendments have been made and which have not?

Answer:

1.

It is intended the revised draft plan will be considered by the Threatened Species
Scientific Committee at the March 2016 meeting. The Department is continuing to give
consideration to matters raised during public consultation. This has delayed finalisation of
the recovery plan.

Departmental staff met with Phosphate Resources Limited representatives in

September 2015 to, amongst other matters, discuss their concerns with the draft recovery
plan. Departmental staff have also met with the Administrator of the Indian Ocean
Territories to discuss the plan.

A revised plan has not yet been completed. Once changes to the draft plan have been
made, further targeted stakeholder discussions on the revised plan will be arranged.



