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Senator Xenophon asked:

The Federal Government has named the Productivity Commission as the body to take over
the role of monitoring and auditing water reform. What are the NWC’s key concerns about the
handover?

Answer:

The National Water Commission is pleased that the Triennial Assessment function for water
reform will continue. Key matters for the Productivity Commission to consider will be that
assessments are undertaken in a timely manner, with appropriate stakeholder consultation,
with regard to the economic, social and environmental objectives of water reform, and with a
national focus representative of a range of views. The Productivity Commission will need to
ensure that facilitation of activities around the development of the Triennial Assessment
continues to occur to ensure that synergies, which arise from a dedicated water body
undertaking a number of related functions, are maintained as far as possible.



