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Senator Rice asked: 

What is the government doing , or will it do to ensure the Tasmanian Masked owl, which is 

listed as endangered, and whose habitat is predominately found in areas covered by the 

Tasmanian Regional Forest Agreement, doesn’t follow the swift parrot to the brink of 

extinction? 

Answer: 

Forestry operations conducted in accordance with the Tasmanian Regional Forest Agreement 

(RFA) are exempt from the Commonwealth assessment and approval requirements of the 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), except where 

operations are within World Heritage or Ramsar wetland sites.  

The RFA provides key areas set aside to establish comprehensive, adequate and 

representative reserve systems to protect biodiversity, old-growth forests and wilderness, and 

provides other areas as being available for harvesting.  

Under the Tasmanian RFA the Tasmanian Government has responsibility for ensuring forestry 

operations are undertaken in accordance wtih the principles of ecologically sustainable forest 

management. RFAs provide a framework that enable forestry operations to be undertaken in 

accordance with statutory planning documents approved under the EPBC Act, such as the 

conservation advice for the Tasmanian Masked Owl.  

 


