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Senator Rachel Siewert asked:

1. How much funding was provided for advocacy services under the External Merits review -
support component in the past year for persons wishing to seek external merits review on a
decision of the National Disability Insurance Agency?

2. How much funding was provided for legal assistance for external merits review in both the
AAT and Federal Court?

3. How many people are estimated to have been assisted by both streams of funding?

Answer:

1. In 2014-15, funding of $777,135 was provided for advocacy supports under the External
Merits Review- Support Component (EMR-SC).

2. In 2014-15, funding of $147,502 was accessed for legal assistance under the EMR-SC for
AAT cases. The funding provided under the EMR-SC may not be used for the provision
of legal services in jurisdictions beyond the AAT.

3. In 2014-15, 18 people benefited from individual EMR-SC support through the AAT
process. A larger number of people have been indirectly assisted through information,
education and capacity building by EMR-SC providers.



