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Question:  

 

In a previous question SQ14-000573, FSANZ noted that “there is no standard methodology 

for testing nanomaterials in food” and that the process for determining the presence and 

quantity of nanomaterials in food is “highly complex.”  

 

a) What effect does this have on the capacity of FSANZ to track nanomaterials through the 

food chain?  

 

b) What effect does this have in the event that health effects are detected and 

nanomaterials are suspected? 

 

 

Answer: 

 

a) Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) does not have analytical laboratories.  

If an analytical survey to measure a specific nanoscale material in food were to be 

commissioned by FSANZ, the work would be contracted to a commercial analytical 

testing laboratory.  

 

b) FSANZ and other international food regulatory agencies have not identified any health 

effect known to be associated with new or novel nanoscale materials, following oral 

ingestion in foods.  

 

 


