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Senator Moore asked:

1. Has any work been done on the development of the Government’s commitment to
implement a $200 marriage voucher scheme?

2. What work has been done on the development of this policy?

Please provide any written material that outlines?

4. On the basis of what evidence is this policy being developed? Has any research been

undertaken into the effectiveness of marriage vouchers?

Who will be eligible for these vouchers? How is eligibility determined?

How will the marriage vouchers be used?

7. Will there be a process of registration for ‘marriage educators’? What will that
process look like?

8. How will the government determine whether the service used is actually for the
purpose for which the vouchers were given?
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Answer:

1- 3 The Department is currently providing advice to the Government about
implementation details of this policy.

4 Australian research consistently finds that marriage and relationship education assists
committed, married, engaged or cohabiting couples to move through the phases of
their relationship with improved relationship skills, strengthening relationships for up
to five years. Research also indicated a lack of awareness of the benefits from
marriage and relationship education.*

5 — 8 The Department is currently providing advice to the Government about
implementation details of this policy.
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