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Question:

In 2011-12 which medicine over $10 million had the longest delay to listing?

Answer:

Cetuximab (Erbitux®) for the treatment of colorectal cancer was listed on the Pharmaceutical
Benefits Scheme (PBS) on 1 September 2011 at a cost of around $272.9 million over five years.
The time from the date of notification by the Department of Health and Ageing to the sponsor
that pricing is agreed, to Cabinet consideration, was 8 months. In relation to the PBS listing of
cetuximab, it was a unique case as it also required funding for the KRAS (a type of colon cancer
testing) genetic test through the Medical Benefits Schedule, and the company did not make an
application for the KRAS test until after the Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee
recommendation.



