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Question:

In 2003 the European Parliament passed “The 7" Amendment to the Cosmetics Directive”
banning the use of animals in cosmetic testing anywhere in Europe and the import of any
cosmetics tested on animals, regardless of their country of origin.

a)  Is the Minister for Health considering following the lead of the European Union by
introducing a standard under section 81(1) of the Industrial Chemicals (Notification
and Assessment) Act 1989, stating that no cosmetic shall be imported into, or
manufactured in, Australia if the final product or its ingredients have been tested on
animals?

b)  Ifnot, why not? |

¢)  Is there any support for investigating the introduction of this standard?

Answer:

a) to ¢)

The Australian Government has legislated to require an evaluation of the safety of new
cosmetic ingredients entering the market and is aware of the amendments to the Cosmetics
Directive in the European Union related to the phasing out of animal testing. For many
health effects non-animal test methods have either not yet been developed, or are still in the
process of being evaluated and validated as reliable replacements. Therefore to ensure
consumer safety there is still currently a need to rely on animal testing to evaluate the toxicity
of new cosmetic ingredients in situations where no acceptable alternative methods are -
available.



