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Question:

Please describe the relationship between NICNAS and the Interim and Final Independent
Scientific Committee on Coal Seam Gas and Large Coal Mines following the funding
announcement.

Answer:

Following advice from the Interim Independent Expert Scientific Committee on Coal Seam
Gas and Coal Mining, and the Commonwealth Department of Sustainability, Environment,
Water, Population and Communities (DSEWPaC), Minister Burke agreed to provide

$4.2 million for Stage One of the project entitled “A Comprehensive National Assessment of
the Chemicals Associated with Coal Seam Gas Extraction, including Risks Associated with
Surface handling of Chemicals in Hydraulic Fracturing and Flowback/Produced Waters’.

As the lead agency for this project, National Industrial Chemicals Notification and
Assessment Scheme will make the national assessment report available for consideration by
the Independent Expert Scientific Committee.



