Senate Community Affairs Committee
ANSWERS TO ESTIMATES QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
HEALTH AND AGEING PORTFOLIO
Supplementary Budget Estimates 2012-2013, 17 and 19 October 2012

Question: E12-286

OUTCOME 11: Mental Health

Topic: BETTER ACCESS

Type of Question: Hansard Page 72, 17 October 2012

Number of pages: 3

Senator:  Senator Wright

Question:

Do you have the figures for the total cost for this year, from 1 January to 30 September this

year—the total cost, first of all, over that nine-month period, because that is the period up to

30 September since the change came in—and then the cost, particularly, for the six additional

treatment sessions in exceptional circumstances for that period of time; do you have that

available?

Answer:

Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS} data on the total benefits paid for Better Access allied

mental health services provided under ‘exceptional circumstances’ for this calendar year

(January to September 2012) is presented in Question on Notice E12-282. See columns B

and F of Table 1 attached.

MBS data shows that from 1 January to 30 September 2012, total benefits paid for individual

Better Access allied mental health services was over $269.4 million. Benefits paid for
services provided under ‘exceptional circumstances’ was $11.3 million.
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