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Question:
In August 2011 FSANZ approved 2,4-D tolerant GM corn line DAS-40278-9.
Is it true that this corn escapes labelling and may be included in high fructose corn syrup and
starches?
Answer:
In accordance with labelling provisions in Standard 1.5.2 — Food produced using Gene
Technology in the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code, food derived from com line
DAS-40278-9 must be labelled as “genetically modified” if it contains novel DNA or novel
protein, or has altered characteristics. Food from DAS-40278-9 does not have altered
characteristics.
DAS-40278-9 is a dent corn that is mostly processed into refined products such as corn syrup
and corn starch which, because of processing, are unlikely to contain protein or DNA and
hence, are unlikely to require labelling, Similarly, in the production process for refined corn
oil, protein and DNA are not likely to be present and the oil would be unlikely to require
labelling.
DAS-40278-9 corn products such as meal (used in bread and polenta) and grits (used in
cereals) are likely to contain protein and DNA, and if so, would require labelling. Should

DAS-40278-9 be used in crosses to produce sweet com, the kernels are also likely to require
labelling.



