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Senator Siewert asked:

Since 1997 a special “sharers” rate for Rent Aasi has been applied to Youth Allowance,
Newstart and Age Pensioners sharing. Please pravideakdown of the number of people
currently affected by this rule and the rationaleifs use.

Answer:

The sharer’s rate for Rent Assistance was intradlbce@ddress inequities in the rates of
payment between couples and single people shacocayranodation. It acknowledges that
single people who share accommodation have therapty to benefit from economies that
are not available to those who live on their ovma recipient's calculated rate of Rent
Assistance is below the sharer's maximum rategtipient is unaffected by the sharers
provisions.

The number of sharers by primary payment type dsrad 2010 is as follows:

Primary payment type Number of income units
Age Pension 23,203
Austudy 9,092
Newstart Allowance 71,198
Youth Allowance 53,759
Other 3,968

Total 161,220



