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Senator Siewert asked:  
 
I will just turn to the PBS, and I appreciate that I am probably getting to a level of 
technicality such that you may need to take this notice. I accept that. In terms of the PBS 
medicines used by Aboriginal health organisations through section 100 arrangements, is there 
data available that shows that patient compliance has improved as a result of these measures? 
Do you look at that? 
I am interested in looking at whether the section 100 arrangements are in fact improving the 
situation. 
 
 
Answer: 
 
No data is collected on patient compliance in relation to the Remote Area Aboriginal Health 
Service Program although the Department does collect program utilisation and expenditure 
data.  Applications to access this data are assessed by the Department.  Release of this 
information requires compliance with the National Health Act 1953 and the Privacy Act 
1988, dealing with third party and privacy information. 
 
 


