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Question:

Senator EDWARDS: I want to take you, just for context, to the income support
recipients and specifically an area where I work, which is the northern suburbs of
Adelaide, which is in another program of income management where they intervene
and do all of that. Obviously youth unemployment is at 44 per cent and of course that
creates a great deal of anxiety and a great deal of work for my office as we try to deal
with the manufacturing closures that have gone on there over the last six or eight
months. It seems to be an epidemic at the moment.

I want to try to address, stem the tide or work with the communities. Do we have any
figures on the increase of benefits paid over the last five years? I am trying to get to a
situation where I can get an understanding of the Family Tax Benefit, the healthcare
card, low income card, the Abstudy, both non-living allowance and living allowance,
Youth Allowance, Youth Allowances Students and Apprenticeships and Austudy. I
am trying to find a trend over the last five years, and you would have that information.
Obviously with 44 per cent youth unemployment we want to try to get that back. I
want to find out if we have a benchmark from five years ago to today as to what has
happened in that area. That specifically takes in the electoral division of Wakefield.
There is a little bit of Makin in there, but largely it is Wakefield.

Mr Sandison: We can obviously take that on notice and for that area go through the
payments that you have identified and do a five-year snapshot that gives a point in time
figure that will allow you to see the year-by-year changes that might have gone on. The
actual ownership of the data is through the policy departments, DEEWR and FaHCSIA,
but we work with them on a standard protocol and we can bring together a set of data
that gives you five years—a point in time in each of those five years across that number
of payments.

Senator EDWARDS: I am never in the right spot to ask the right questions.
Mr Sandison: We can be a centre point for the other two departments.

Senator EDWARDS: Do you understand that I am trying to see trends? I am trying to see
whether things have gone backwards. I am interested to know whether Youth Allowance

and the Austudy has gone backwards and everything has gone up the other way. I want to
get a snapshot into that region to find out where we have the dysfunction.

Mr Sandison: Certainly.

Senator EDWARDS: If you like, I will provide the secretariat with a précis of that
question so that you have that.




Answer:

The attached tables provide data on the number of customers in the electorate of
Wakefield who receive the following payments and programs:

e Family Tax Benefit Part A and Family Tax Benefit Part B;
e Health Care Card;

e Low Income Health Care Card;

e ABSTUDY;

¢ Youth Allowance (full-timé student);

e Youth Allowance (Australian Apprentice); and

e Youth Allowance (job seeker).

The data provided is as at June 2010, June 2011, June 2012 and March 2013. In the
case of Youth Allowance (full-time students and Australian Apprentices), data has
also been provided as at June 2009.

ABSTUDY

The reduction in the number of ABSTUDY customers under 21 years in receipt of
Living Allowance is owing to the implementation of the Supporting Families with
Teenagers measure on 1 January 2012. Under this measure, Family Tax Benefit Part
A increased for dependants aged 16-19 years undertaking full-time secondary study.
Some families decided to forfeit ABSTUDY entitlements to claim Family Tax
Benefit, as it was a better payment option for their family.

Youth Allowance (full-time students)

Since 1 January 2012, Family Tax Benefit is the primary payment for young people
aged 16—17 years in full-time secondary study. A 1617 year old in full-time
secondary study may only claim Youth Allowance where:

e they are required to live away from home to study; or

e they are considered independent for Youth Allowance purposes.

This explains the reduction in Youth Allowance full-time students from 2012
onwards.
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